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ABSTRACT 


The object of this study is to examine the value of regional 
literature as a source of historical evidence of the ranching industry 
in Southern Alberta. It is thus not concerned with the literary merit 
of the works but with their content. An examination of contemporary 
accounts and newspaper articles, of the memoirs of the ranching pioneers, 
and of the verse and fiction associated with the industry, most of , 
which was published between 1900 and 1930, indicates that the litera- 
ture supports the view that ranching in the Canadian West was in some 
ways distinct and different from ranching in the traditional "wild and 
woolly" West portrayed by the American myth. In particular this 
material emphasizes: (1) the influence of the natural environment 
upon the ranching industry and its literature, (2) the peculiar and 
distinctive nature of the ranching community, and (3) the refutation 
of the idea that the American myth also pertains to the Canadian West. 
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PREFACE 


Studies of the history of ranching in Southern Alberta include 
those of Dorothy Diller!, who takes an economic, statistical and legal- 
ist approach; C.M. MacInnes“, who emphasizes the economic relationship 
between the Canadian Pacific Railway and the ranching community; L.G. 
Thomas”, who stresses the effect on the ranching community of a pre- 
dominantly British settlement; and D.H. Breen’, who also arrives at 
the conclusion that in origin the ranching community was essentially 
British rather than American and that it reflected the political, 
economic, and institutional bias of the "cattle compact", an élite 
group comprised of middle and upper-class Britons and Canadians. 

Even such a non-academic writer as the pioneer L.V. Kelly® is essen- 
tially concerned with the historical development of the industry. 
Thus there has emerged in Western Canadian historiography a substan- 
tial body of writing on Southern Alberta's ranching community. 

Though it suggests the importance in that community's historical dev- 
elopment of its social climate, the latter is nowhere fully examined. 
For its exploration the creative literature associated with ranching 
may have substantial value as source material. 

Historiography often bypasses the realm of literature and thus 
fails to put history into its total context; for literature, whether 
factual or fictional, generally creates a different perspective in the 
interpretation of historical events. Because literature can either 

lporothy Diller, "The Early Economic Development of Alberta" 
(Edmonton: Unpublished Master's Thesis, 1923). 


2c.M. MacInnes, In the Shadow of the Rockies (London: 
Rivingtons, 1930). 


3L,.G. Thomas, "The Ranching Period in Southern Alberta" 
(Edmonton: Unpublished Master's Thesis, 1935); "Early Years of 
Ranching in Alberta" (Unpublished manuscript). 


4p HH. Breen, "The Cattle Compact: The Ranch Community in 
Southern Alberta, 1881-1896" (Calgary: Unpublished Master's Thesis, 
1969). 


5Idem 
6L.V. Kelly, The Range Men (Toronto: William Briggs, 1913). 
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ii 
support, refute, or modify popular accounts, the historian is faced with 
the vexing problem of how valid are literary sources as historical evi- 
dence, The historians who stake out a special claim to the ideal of 
objectivity deny that the literary artist can faithfully serve their 
jealous master. Distrusting the dramatic and rhetorical, they insist 
that the appetite for literary effect betrays the writer into distor- 
tion of the truth. / Consequently they give no credence to literature 
as reliable source material. 

Although the reliability of literature as historical evidence 
may at times be questionable, this by no means justifies its being 
overlooked by the historian. Rather literature challenges the histor- 
ian to discriminate between fact and fiction. If objective discrim- 
ination is kept in mind when the historian is examining literary 
sources, they become invaluable source material. 

The subject of history is "man in his social group"? , and where 
can one find a better demonstration of the individual element and the 
human factor in society than in the literary expressions of the indi- 
vidual? Since literature is an expression of the life and spirit of 
the people, it is there that one finds the imagery which constitutes 
the collective consciousness, which in turn acts as a tool in inter- 
preting the phenomena of a particular society, the institutions, the 
regulations, and the manners established by ee Therein lies its 
value in giving a different perspective to historical analysis. 

This is particularly true of that body of literature associated with 
the ranching industry in Southern Alberta, 

Although often of questionable quality, that body of literature 
is important as an index to life in the ranching district of Southern 


Alberta in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. As it 


7 John Higham, History, The Development of Historical Studies in 
the United States (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1965), p.97. 


Cited from Homer C. Hockett, 'The Literary Motive in the Writing of 
History," Mississippi Valley Historical Review (XTL. 1926), 5.976, 
8Ibid., p.371. 


9Marc Bloch in Apologie pour l'histoire ou Métier d'historien 


advocated this thesis. 
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is more appreciative than creative, it is its subject-matter rather than 
its technique that makes it an invaluable tool for the study of this ear- 
ly chapter of Alberta's history. When examining as historical evidence 
the literary product of Southern Alberta's ranching community, one must 
constantly keep in mind that it is the subject-matter with which one is 
concerned, for it becomes very tempting at times to reject doggerel as 
historical source material and to accept more sophisticated verse. 

Historians have largely ignored as possible source material the 
literature associated with Southern Alberta's ranching industry. This 
may in large part be the result of its failure to attract the attention 
even of students of Western Canadian literature. Scholars have ex- 
amined quite thoroughly the later’? literary products of the Prairie 
Provinces as a whole, but they have neglected to study earlier region- 
al works, perhaps because of their uneven quality. There is, for | 
example, no adequate bibliography of ranching literature. Consequently 
analysis of the literature has not so far provided any insight into the 
history of ranching. It is the purpose of this study to examine this 
material and to test its value as a source of historical evidence. 

The present study is far from definitive, mainly because of the 
difficulty of locating for examination every piece of literature that 
has been written about ranching in Southern Alberta. This is par- 
ticularly true of the comparatively large body of poetry. In the 
second place it is difficult to freeze a society to a static model 
because it is a constantly changing, fluid body. Each individual 
writes from an experience peculiar to him, colouring it with his 
emotions; and although his work may be representative of a particular 
society as a whole, it in itself is not definitive. 

This study does not purport to give an historical account of 
the industry except insofar as a brief introduction to the background 
of the industry makes a study of the related literature more compre- 


hensible. Its main purpose is to give an insight into the ranching 


10tt is difficult to affix an exact date, but generally 
scholars have examined those works, mostly novels, produced after 1914. 
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representative of the literature in order to qualify and support the 


views presented. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The history of the ranching industry in Southern Alberta 
approaches the romantic. A foothill region characterized by a limited 
annual rainfall, mild winters, abundant streams, and a variety of 
species of natural-curing grasses, it was true stock country. It had 
been the winter home of the buffalo, but after 1879 the vanishing herds 
gave place to cattle and horses, Before the ranchers and their range 
stock could arrive to lay secure foundations for their industry, how- 
ever, a necessary precedent was the establishment of law and order. 
Adventurers from the United States were pressing into the empty country, 
drugging the Indians with whiskey and then robbing them of their buffalo 
hides and horses. Unless Canada took possession of this region and 
established order, she might well lose it by default to the invaders 
from the south, This would completely upset Sir John A. Macdonald's 
National Policy which called for a Canada from sea to sea. If the 
prairie region was lost to the Americans, then British Columbia might 
reconsider its entry into Confederation, especially since by 1873 it 
still saw no sign of its promised railway. Finally on May 23, 1873 
Sir John rose in the House of Commons and made his proposals for the 


1 He would send a body of mounted 


preservation of Western Canada. 
police west to patrol the vast region between Manitoba and the Rocky 
Mountains. This decision was the result of the realization of the 
urgency of dealing with the rampant lawlessness and Indian unrest 

which was to reach a climax with the massacre of fifty-six Indians by 
the traders in the Cypress Hills in May, Lag 3aF Fearing that the entire 
region might be engulfed by the Indian wars characteristic of the Am- 
erican West, the federal government dispatched in July, 1874 from Man- 


itoba a small, specially created federal force under the command of 


Colonel George French.2 This force, composed largely of British and 


ly, Longstreth, The Scarlet Force (Toronto: Macmillam, 1964), p.3. 


2G.F. Stanley, The Birth of Western Canada (Toronto: University 
of Toronto Press, 1960), p.203. 


3D.H. Breen, Op, cit... DP. . 
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Eastern Canadian men, spread itself over the western plains from Swan 
River to Edmonton and from Fort Pelly to Fort Macleod, and with its 
arrival came not only the suppression of the American whiskey trade and 
the establishment of the Blackfoot tribes on their reservations in 1877 
but the firm assertion of the Canadian presence and of British tradi- 
tions. Thus from the very beginning the history of Southern Alberta 
was to be branded with an indelible British imprint. 

Behind Alberta's ranching industry, however, "lay the whole 
American experience. The Albertan development was a special aspect 
of a continental manifestation. .. wt The ranching industry which 
had originally begun in Texas expanded in the late seventies and in 
the eighties northward over the plains west of the Mississippi. 
Ultimately it had nowhere to turn but to the southwestern portion of 
Alberta. As early as November 21, 1871 John and David McDougall 
brought into Alberta a small band of fifty horses and cattle, thus 
claiming the distinction of being the first to bring domestic stock 
to the Canadian ranges.” The next year the same enterprising brothers 
became the first to bring range cattle to Alberta when they drove one 


6 From then on ranchers came 


hundred head from Montana to Morleyville. 
straggling into Southern Alberta and located for the most part around 
Fort Macleod because of the protection afforded them there by the 
Mounted Police. TLS 75" for example, Henry Olsen and Joseph Mac- 
farlane brought in dairy cattle to a farm near Fort Macleod.’ The 
produce of these herds found its market at the fort of the North-West 
Mounted Police and in the government service of the Indian reserva- 


tions. It was not, however, until the summer of 1876 that the first 


genuine bunch of breeding stock made their appearance on the scene. 


41,.G. Thomas, "The Ranching Period in Southern Alberta", p.3. 


96/1. Berry, The Whoop-Up Trail (Edmonton: Applied Art Products 
Ltd., 1953), p.95; F. Ings, Tales from the Midway Ranch (manuscript, 
1933), p.6; C.M. MacInnes, op.cit., p.193; L.G. Thomas, "The Ranching 
Period in Southern Alberta", p.3l. 


6¢.M,. MacInnes, Opscit., pp.193-194. 


LS: Morton, History of Prairie Settlement (Toronto: Macmillan, 
1938), p.9l. 
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This consisted of one bull and fourteen cows with their calves. 
Brought over from the Sun River district of Montana by John B. Smith, 
they were sold to a member of the Mounted Police named Whitney; and he, 
not having a ranch, calmly turned them loose on the range to fare as 
best as they could.® Winter came and passed and in the spring of 1877 
the twenty-five cattle turned loose were all gathered in.? The first 
spring round-up held in Alberta was an unqualified success. Whitney 
can thus justly dispute with Fred Kanouse the honour of being the 
father of Alberta's ranching industry; for it was in 1877 that the 
latter turned a bull and twenty-one cows loose on the open range, 10 
Fred Kanouse's adventure was followed in 1879 by the establishment 
near the old whiskey fort, Whoop-Up, of the first big bunch!! o¢ 
cattle. Two Americans, George Emerson and Tom Lynch, brought in about 


12 


one thousand head of mixed cattle. Thus by 1880 a number of small 


ranches existed west and south of Calgary at High River, Fort Macleod, 
Pincher Creek, and Lethbridge. 
In order to insure success in such undertakings, a market was 


needed and an end had to be put to the raids of the starving Indians. 


8Macleod Gazette, January 17, 1902. 


9Loc.cit. 


10F Ww. Gershaw, Medicine Hat, Early Days in Southern Alberta 
beeen.) Dion. C.M. Macinnes,.. op.cit.n-p,. 194. 


1ltn an examination of the literature associated with ranching 
in Southern Alberta, it naturally becomes the researcher's concern to 
be on guard for peculiar regional expressions. Generally those words 
associated with the ranching vocation are borrowed from the ranching 
industry south of the border. Thus such a word as "bunch" is found as 
commonly in the Canadian West as in the American. Those words dealing 
with the Southern Albertan environment, however, are more Canadian than 
American. A Dictionary of Canadianisms on Historical Principles (Tor- 
onto: W.J. Gage, 1967), edited by W.S. Avis, gives such words as "ranch- 
land", "rangeland", "cow country", "bluff", and "foothills" as examples 
of "Canadianisms". 


l2High River Pioneers' and Old Timers' Association, Leaves from 
the Medicine Tree (Lethbridge: Lethbridge Herald, 1960), pp.251-252. 
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Thus in 1879 the federal government brought in one thousand head of 
breeding cattle from Montana to form the nucleus of a breeding herd 
which was to increase the local supply of meat for the Indians, }? 
This programme not only promised to appease the Indians, but it 
assured the ranchers a market considerably in excess of local supply 
at that ane bes 

The Land Act of 1872 provided for grazing leases in a general 
way. Not only was the clause requiring the lessee to place a de- 
finite number of cattle on the lease within a certain time ambiguous 
but so were the locations of the leases. Thus by 1881 it became im- 
perative to make specific provisions regulating ranching. An edi 
in-Council of May 18, 1881! allowed 100,000 acres for a period not 
exceeding twenty-one years to any one party on condition that one head 
of cattle was placed on every ten acres within three yeara.+° The 
rental fee was fixed at one cent per acre per annum, >/ Moreover it 
was provided that lessees should have the privilege of importing their 
cattle free of dutyene Because this Order-in-Council introduced a 
new dispensation which seemed to promise prosperity, large companies 
with British, American or Eastern Canadian financial backing were al- 
most immediately formed. Ranching as big business had appeared. 

The first ranch to be stocked after the new Order-in-Council 
was in 1881, that of the Honourable M.H. Cochrane, Conservative 
Senator and prominent manufacturer and cattle breeder from Compton, 

13D 4H. Breen, op.cit., p.8; C.M. MacInnes, op.cit., p.201. 
14y 4, Breen, “op.cit., p.&. 


15a.s, Morton, op.cit., p.91; L.G. Thomas in "The Ranching 
Period in Southern Alberta", p.28 cites May 20, 1881 as the date and 
states that the Order-in-Council was later modified on December 23, 
1881. 
ase Ings, op.cit., p.7; C.M. MaciInnes, op.cit., p.201. 
17¢\M, MacInnes, op.cit., p.201. 


18Loc.cit. 
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Then followed in rapid succession the establishment of the 
Walrond Ranch (1882), the Oxley Ranch (1882), the North-West Cattle 
Company (1882) under the direction of the famed Allans from Montreal, 


Quebec. 19 


the Bar U, the Circle Ranch, and many others. By 1883 it was estimated 
that there were about 25,000 head of cattle between the Bow River and 


the American boundary29 


, and by 1884 it was reported that forty-one 
companies and individuals held under lease from the government a total 
of 1,782,690 acres.2l In addition, approximately 900,000 acres had 
been leased upon which no stock had been placed. 24 

Thus began the "Golden Years" of Southern Alberta's ranching 
industry. In 1883, when the main line of the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way was completed to Medicine Hat, vast markets were opened up in the 
East, the South, and England. Railroad construction gangs and mining 
and timber development in British Columbia also contributed a large 
domestic market. 

As the ranches increased in number some sort of organization 
became necessary. Spring and fall round-ups were thus organized to 
collect all the range cattle of a district for the settlement of the 
question of ownership and to brand the calves. These semi-annual 
round-ups eventually developed into such organizations as the Pincher 


a3 


Creek Stock Association of 1882 and the larger, more representative 


South-Western Stock Association formed at Fort Macleod in 1883.2" 


These associations controlled the range. Not only were they organized 


19p Hn, Breen, op.cit., p.17; D. Diller, op.cit., p.89; C.M. 
MacInnes, op.cit., pp.208-209. 


20a F, Sproule, "The Role of Patrick Burns in the Development 
of Western Canada" (Edmonton: Unpublished Master's Thesis, 1962), p.31 
as cited from Proskie, "Trends in Security of Tenure of Grazing Lands 
in Western Canada", Canadian Cattleman, p.156. 


21y, Coppock, "Early Ranching Days in the Canadian West", 
Canadian Cattleman (Calgary: Souvenir Inaugural Issue, June, 1938), p.40. 


22Lo0c.cit. 
23D.H. Breen, op.cit., p.52; C.M. MacInnes, op.cit., p.2lo. 


24p H. Breen, op.cit., p.52; C.M. MacInnes, op.cit., pe BS 
L.G. Thomas, "The Ranching Period in Southern Alberta", p.56. 


6 
to conduct the great semi-annual round-ups, the first of which took 
place in the spring of 18847>, but they were also created for the mutual 
protection of the stockowners. They dealt with such large issues as 
cattle rustling, the eradication of mange, the depredations of wolves, 
and the problems created by the encroaching settlers. Until 1896 the 
stock associations were local in character; but in that year the West- 
ern Stock Growers’ Association was formed with its headquarters at Fort 


Macleod, later moved to Calgary.7° 


It embodied all the district stock 
associations of Alberta and was formed as the result of concerted 
agitation among the ranchers for a strong association which could pre- 
sent their problems and needs to the federal government at Ottawa.2/ 
The formation of the Western Stock Growers' Association in 
1896 indicated that the problems encountered by the industry were 
growing to such proportions as to be unsolvable by the individual 
rancher or district association. The ''Golden Decade" of ranching 
was nearing its end; and the Canadian Pacific Railway, which had first 
stimulated the industry by opening up wider markets, was now slowly 
depriving the industry of its life-blood. By accelerating the pace 
of settlement, it deprived the stockmen of their vast pasture lands. 
Settlement meant the fencing of the range. Although the organiza- 
tions of the ranchers appealed to the Dominion Government to protect 
and save their industry and at least keep clear the land which was fit 
for nothing but ranching, the federal body merely replied with an Order- 
in-Council in 1892 which stated that all persons who held leases which 
did not provide for homesteading or for railway development were noti- 
fied that their leases would be terminated after December 31, 1896.28 
The result was at once apparent. Rancher after rancher was forced to 


sell his herds owing to the lack of grazing lands. By 1900 the old 


255 Ings Mopved ty. p24. 


26x, Coppock, op.cit., p.40. 
27T1oc.cit. 


28 Ww. Gershaw, op.cit., p.36; C.M. MacInnes, op.cit., pp.242- 
243. 
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ranching districts of Calgary, Macleod, and Lethbridge were rapidly fill- 
ing up.29 Those who refused to acknowledge the end moved out to areas 
still vacant -- to the south of Medicine Hat, to the east of the Cypress 
Hills, and to the north-east along the Red Deer River, only to be dis- 
placed once more by the incoming grain growers of the next decade, 20 
Finally in 1904 the Cochrane Ranch Company, the pioneer and the biggest 
in the country, admitted the end had come. Five hundred thousand acres 
of some of the best grazing land was placed on the market and at once 
bought up by the Mormon Church at six dollars and twenty-five cents an 
acre. > 

Those who managed to survive the later years of the nineteenth 
century and the initial years of the twentieth were finally forced to 
acknowledge defeat after the catastrophic winter of 1906-1907 when 
whole herds were practically wiped out. The general round-up of 1907 
tolled the death knell of the open range days. The majority of the 
ranchers sold their cattle and gave up their lease lands. Those who 
remained reorientated themselves to mixed farming and the raising of 
pure-bred cattle. The grain grower had displaced the rancher. 

Such a brief historical introduction to the ranching industry, 
as the above, poses many questions. What type of society formed the 
backbone of this enterprising industry? What was life really like on 
the Alberta rangelands? Was it the "wild and woolly" West of the 
American myth, or was it peculiarly "Canadian"? It is the purpose of 
this study to examine the literature associated with Alberta's ranch- 


ing experience for evidence that may assist in answering these 


questions. 


29F Ings, op.cit.; p.92;"C.M. MacInnes, op.cit., p.247. 
304s, Morton, .op.cit.. .p«l37. 
3l¢.M. MacInnes, op.cit., p.247. 


bt! 


rs 
) “” 
Ae ‘i 
i] 
B26 av 
: 
“Ri 
sesR} 


© f= 
i ¢ 
; = 
. 7 
> en->b if - 727% 
aay o19w sabiyddied bas .bosiosM .yaegdad 30 agoiyzjald goidon 
; as oc +. oe 
> 


: a a ie ot ' = 
jiro bavem bons sns sabe lwonds! o3 DoebUIaT OnW sseodT 


a waar 
‘4 to teas 949 OF aH onktolbeM 30 d3uoa sda o3 -- gnsosv Ilise 


$ 


o4 viene wii ses beA sid gno fe teag-dii0on sd3 o3 bre 2th +a 
i xan , dd To ezswory olsty gre oon atls yo Tom 323900 booniq 
1s aesnoiq si . amoD ores 811909 ofa a00CI at i 
yons baxvbaud svid ' sis ban bos ef? bedzsimbs ,ys3nvo09 edt a 7 
boa jJattam edd no besslg Bw baal guisaty tesd odd to @ 
2 I- 2) bes ezeiiob xte ge dowd) comsoM od3 yd qua 
; , 


. - = , 
nin off to axyeey roIH1l ef eVvivile of Cayenne om 9sonl 


3 4 b 7 oe 
iSignit stew disfinews 343 to arse, fs in sil 66 
‘ 7 ‘ fs ~~ te ; > > uk 
¢ YOR T-d0e! inde obdgotsess6> & 3218 JB9i90 3405 
’ .< 
‘tf yi t x9? opie! .ot mo) gq wif q ow eb 1a 
=e 
eum: + a eheat var 
3t3 eysh sghax mago 4» io Ilend a b of & 
2 — t hte 
« wk i I yi ais VB} if 3685 3297 DiO2 B 
r . E . A + o "= 
it be eqimiai boexim o3 sevisament SsJs.InsiIN9sT DOMES 
> = 
‘. a zy rie _ 
: + of2 bsosigeit d xowotg tiintg 9s .9ittea0 bard- 
4 P ns 2 
eniinnss 943 of nottoyboriat Inobroteid isind & fiswe) 
—— inop 2e ’ tod sroricain vABo APrire svoda art. 
mIO. YSSE 08 320 BCX ai ' eh jctasp Yee 25200 ,& 7 : 


‘Iisox stil sew yody ‘yasgeubet aittelaiqisiIas etad to snodisse 

ae 
1Q 32 "vitoow fins bitw' sd3 Ji aaw sbuslonony at redtA 4 
tO J29W Y OoWwW QIK DiIIW Siig 25 = a) LIMES =e - : 


a 


7 


44 


- , F ; ; . ii el 
wW4q ert ar ial ‘ mmroen {ith oq I ehw To ,fft2 m 8c. 79m 


; 7 
42 snimeaxs o3 yvhute et 


: 
is 
4 
D 
~ 
ae 
~ 
- 
~~ 
= 
3 
- 
. 
4 
& 
~ 
hea 
~ 
& 
” 
a 


—_ 
i 


VAS.q ,.3k5.g0 ,e9onTosM. .M.o 720.9 '.-dks.go -agal aes 


? 
a” oy 
: 


. ’ 
| : V€i.q ,-2ko,g0 ,nOJIOM .2.4 


+ ~ i? i y 
2eanloeM .M,9 a 


CHAPTER I 


THE INFLUENCE OF THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT UPON THE 
LITERATURE OF SOUTHERN ALBERTA 


Southern Alberta was a rancher's paradise, "God's country", as 
the Marquis of Lorne called it when he paid it a visit in 1881. Ex- 
tending south to the International Boundary from the Red Deer River as 
it flows from the foothills of the Rocky Mountains to its junction with 
the South Saskatchewan, this vast plain provided hundreds of thousands 
of acres of grazing country. Drained by the South Saskatchewan system, 
it was traversed by many large rivers and innumerable creeks. rc 
abounded in water-holes, excellent springs, and natural shelters.! 
In the summer-time this territory was one vast pasture. "The buffalo 
grass, blue-joint, timothy, oat, and other natural grasses that carpet- 
ed it were not only rich and nutritious in themselves but possessed the 
peculiar property of curing as they stood in the sun and winds of 


2 


autumn". Even in winter the country was one massive hayfield; for 


the prevalent warm, dry Chinook winds generally left the country free 
of deep snow, enabling the cattle to muzzle through to the grass. 
Such a country was latent with promising wealth; and among the first to 
foretell its greatness was a "Fort Macleod gentleman" who, the Macleod 
Gazette of September 14, 1882 claims, penned the following prophecy 
"twenty-seven years ago": 

Our Greatness Foretold 


Where thy far-rolling waters run, 
Assiniboine, Saskatchewan -- 

Extends a kingdom thrice as great 

As kingly Pharoah's proud estate; 
Fertile as Egypt was, and fair, 
Reclining by the waters there, 

The verdant, blooming landscape smiles, 
Like Eden, for a thousand miles. 

An Eden, that was never sown, 

That ne'er the husbandman hath known, 
Which never yet the toilers breast, 


lo, MacInnes, op.cit., p.195. 


2Loc.cit. 
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With bounteous sheaves of harvest blest; 
Whose bosom, for the years unborn, 
Hoards up her affluent stores of corn, 
Awaiting till a coming time, 

Here shall collect from every clime, 
The race ordained to reap her spoil; 
Minds to conceive and hands to toil, 
And commerce, with her wings unfurled, 
Shall bear her wealth to feed a world. 


Not only were the practical-minded ranchers impressed by the 
topography and climate of the foothills but so were those among them 
who had literary inclinations. For the latter the environment pro- 
vided an inexhaustible source of inspiration and had such an impact 
upon the minds and hearts of the inhabitants that few neglected to 
indulge in modest literary exercises. Because the ranchers enjoyed 
"ample leisure, sufficient solitude and a disposition to accept the 
right of others to gratify their peculiar taste’, more has been written 
concerning the environment of the foothill rangelands than any other 
topic related to the ranching industry. 

Perhaps the most memorable pen-pictures of the foothills painted 
by Alberta writers are those of Moira O'Neill, the Irish poetess who 
gained acclaim for her beautiful descriptions of County Antrim, Ireland. 
It was on their ranch in the rolling foothills near High River that she 
and her husband, Walter Skrine, made their home for more than six years; 
and it was there that she wrote her tributes to the beauty of the West: 


I like the endless riding over the endless prairie, the winds 
sweeping the grass, the great silent sunshine, the vast skies, 
and the splendid line of the Rockies guarding the west. 

I like the herds of cattle feeding among the foothills, 
moving slowly from water to water; and the bands of horses 
travelling their own way, free of the prairies. I like the 
clear rivers that come pouring out of the mountains, with their 
shining reaches of swift water where we fish in the summer-time; 
and the little lakes among the hills where the wild ducks drop 
down to rest on their flight to the north in spring... I 
like both the work and the play here, the time out of doors and 
the time for coming home. I like the summer and the winter, 
the monotony and the change. Besides I like a flannel shirt, 
and liberty.4 


31,.G. Thomas, "The Ranching Period in Southern Alberta", p.158. 


4Moira O'Neill, "A Lady's Life on a Ranch", Blackwood's Edin- 
burgh Magazine (CLXIII, January, 1898), p.6. 
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The gifted pen of Moira O'Neill went on to write: 


. . always there is the lovely aspect of the hills under 
snow, white against the radiant blue, softened by a smile, 
every dimple and delicate depression of the ground marked 
by a transparent shadow on the snow, its sunlit whiteness 
set off by the dark of leafless willows that trace the 
windings of the frozen creek . . . Everything seems to be 
new-made, white and shining, and everywhere the wonderful 
blue shadows are resting or drifting over the stainless 
valleys. The sky is a clear forget-me-not blue. The 
far-off line of the plains is sea-blue against it. Each 
hollow is pure cobalt blue, and each cloud passing above 
sends a blue shadow gliding over the earth... . 


Moira O'Neill expressed the beauties of the ranchlands of Southern 
Alberta not only in her vivid prose but also in her verse:° 
O would ye hear, and would ye hear 

Of the windy, wide North-West? 
Faith! 'tis a land as green as the sea, 
That rolls as far and rolls as free, 
With drifts of flowers, so many there be, 

Where the cattle roam and rest. 


Oh could ye see, and could ye see 
The great gold skies so clear, 
The rivers that race through the pine-shade dark, 
The mountainous snows that take no mark 
Sun-lit and high on the Rockies stark, 
So far they seem so near, 


eceeoeveveeveeee2e27e280e202820820207807070878078278787 88 F BFF FFF eeeeeeeesee 


But could ye know, and for ever know 
The word of the young North-West: 
A word she breathes to the true and bold, 
A word misknown to the false and cold, 
A word that never was spoken or sold, 
But the one that knows is blest. / 


Sthidageepee—T 


6see also the poems, "On the Prairie", "Spring on the Ranche", 
and "Willow Creek" in More Songs of the Glens of Antrim (London: Wil- 
liam Blackwood and Sons, 1921). 


Moira O'Neill, "The North-West -- Canada", Songs of the Glens 
of Antrim (London: William Blackwood and Sons, 1910), pp.58-59. 
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F.W. Godsal, one of the original ranchers in Southern Alberta, is per- 
haps the most qualified to criticize the above poem. He comments that 
"this is true poetry"; it is a "literally true description of the 
prairies in early days"; "it was like a green sea before plowing, 
fencing and roads"; "only an early old-timer can appreciate all that 
the 'word of the young North-West' covers. Perhaps one feels the 
‘word' is 'sold' now, when a base imitation or caricature of life and 
occupation in early days is given at stampedes and shows to make 
money"; "yes, the one that knows and feels that 'word' is blest; it 
can never occur again". ® 

A later arrival among those who so strikingly portrayed their 
impressions of the foothills was Wilfrid Eggleston, an English immi- 
grant who settled with his family in the cattle country near Manyberries 
and later became an eminent journalist. He writes: 


Above the prairie, desolate, level and lonely, 
Covered with snowdrifts carved like the sands of the desert 
Dreams the moon, afloat in a cloudless heaven, 

Mellowing magic 


eeeerseveeevee ee eevee eeevseeeeeseeeeerer ees eeeers eee ee erceoeevee eereeeee 


Far to the west, the dusky blue of the mountains, 

Couchant lions, that faithfully ward the prairies, 

Silver-peaked, and furrowed with slanting shadow 
Ineffably peaceful? 


These selections suggest that one of the physical features 
which had the greatest impact upon the minds of the inhabitants was the 
Rocky Mountain range, that "admirable background, bleak and bare... . 


10 


but ragged, wild and grand", The sacred majesty of those mountains 


SFG. Luxton, Biographies of Southern Alberta Pioneers. 


ow. Eggleston, "Prairie Moonlight", Prairie Moonlight and Other 
Lyrics (Toronto: published privately, 1927), p.8. 


10james Mollison, "Ranching in the North West", Macleod Gazette, 
March 28, 1889. 
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inspired and commanded such descriptions as that of Mrs. Inderwick: 


"they seem the very spirit of the lovely old hymn ‘Abide with me -- 0 
Thou that changest not tl, and that of Gardner-Smith: "God has His 


altar -- this is holy ground",12 

It is not surprising that such a unique and picturesque en- 
vironment would also seem to be pervaded with a peculiar spirit, a 
spirit that captured the hearts of ranchers and writers alike. A 
letter from East Range Ranch, which Mrs. Inderwick wrote on May 13, 
1884, shows the desire of most writers to convey this spirit on paper: 


It is the spirit of the West that charms one, and I can't 
convey it to you, try as I may. It is a shy wild spirit 

and will not leave its native mountains and rolling prairies, 
and though I try to get it in my letters I fail, but I must 
warn you that if it once charms you it becomes an obsession, 
and one grows very lonely away from it. No Westerner who has 
felt its fascination ever is really content again in the con- 
ventional East.}3 


An article in the Calgary Herald reflects a similar mood: 


Even hearts whose pulsations have quickened at [the] sight 
of the far-famed cities of the east, interwoven as they are, 
with sacred associations, must yet feel their "heart-beats 
quicken with a strange delight", as this marvelous panorama 
of nature's lavish handiwork and man's skilful enterprise 
stretches before them, 14 


ara. C. Inderwick, Diary and Personal Letters from the North 


Fork Ranch, p.1l. Mary E. Inderwick, née Lees, left her home at Perth, 
Ontario in 1883 when she went to join her brother at Mountain Mill, west 
of Pincher Creek, En route,she met a young rancher, Charles Inderwick, 
whom she married seven months later. They settled down on his ranch 
at North Fork, twenty-two miles north-west of Pincher Creek; but after 
two years of mounting debts, they sold out to A.B. Few in 1886. The 
letter from which the above quotation is taken is probably written with 
future publication in mind. Mrs. Inderwick deliberately changed the 
names of persons and places. For example, Pincher Creek and Fort 
Macleod are called Saint Francis and Fort Lorne in her manuscript. 


12, Gardner-Smith, "Sunrise in the Rockies" as cited in J.D. 
Higinbotham, Notebook of Poems. 


l3Mrs. C. Inderwick, ep. eit... p.2G. 


14"calgary -- What a Woman Thinks of It", Calgary Herald, 
October 22, 1884. 
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13 
This peculiar spirit, what another writer described as the "joie 


nL5 


de vivre » was the product of the environment, a sense of freedom, 


security, and peace, Both Moira O'Neill and Arthur J. Stringer por- 
tray the foothill scene as a source of joy and exhileration: 


Perhaps among the mysterious effects of colour, blue on white 
[referring to the snow-clad landscape] had the special property 
of making glad: -- for all through the short, sunny winter day 
there is a light sparkle and exhileration in the air which 

acts on the spirits like a charm, 16 


- . . This dew-drenched range, 
This infinite great width of open space 
This cool, keen wind that blows like God's own breath 
On life's once drowsy coal, and thrills the blood; 
This brooding sea of sun-washed solitude, 
This virginal vast dome of open air -- 
These, these endure, and greater are than grief! 
Still there is strength; and life, oh, life is good! 


17 

At other times, however, this spirit became black and ominous 
and blanketed the heart and soul with melancholy loneliness. Its par- 
ticular victims were the women pioneers. Lured by the irresistible 
enchantment of the foothills, wives and mothers cut themselves adrift 
from their old homes and the amenities of life to dedicate their lives 
and energies to laying upon the prairies the foundations of civiliza- 
tion. Although they had chosen to overlook the misfortunes and hard- 
ships which they would encounter, many a noble spirit broke down. 
Finding themselves isolated in a country which stretched around them 
for apparently limitless miles, without a fence or chimney in sight, 
these pioneers knew they were alone. "The moaning of the prairie winds 
in the dead grasses and about the buildings, or in the still cold night, 
the lugubrious yelp of the coyotes all added the last touch to their 


loneliness and detolanian 


Be Lynch-Staunton, Ranching in Southern Alberta (unpublished 
manuscript). Because the pagination of the manuscript is confusing, 
the writer is unable to cite exact page references, 

l6Moira O'Neill, "A Lady's Life on a Ranche", Blackwood's 
Edinburgh Magazine, p./7. 


17,35, Stringer, "Morning in the West" as cited by G.B. Watt, 
Town and Trail (Edmonton: News Publishing Company, 1908), p.3. 


18kdna Kells, Pioneer Interviews, p.42. 
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14 
Such a feeling was depressing enough in summer when everyone was busy, 


but it was worse still in winter when the sense of timelessness was 


much more acute. Mrs. Inderwick recorded in her diary on January 5, 
1884: 


Another very cold day -- woke up with such a desolate feeling 
that I just turned over and cried myself into a headache then 
I could not get up I was so miserable however turned out at 
eleven -- Put in the day .. . but it was an awful drag - - 
went to sleep on lounge at six. Took no tea -- woke up at 


seven to find the fire black. So went to bed in disgust . 
I am sick of the N.w.!!19 


The landscape only intensified her depression: 


I am tired of looking out the window over those white hills -- 
It makes me tired to think how often I have looked . 0 


Elinor Eliot in her novel, My Canada, complains: 


On the whole, southern Alberta has not impressed me favourably. 
The great bare spaces, magnified and rendered unnatural by the 


atmospheric peculiarities . . . and the arrogant sunshine "get 
on my nerves", 21 


I am homesick, homesick, HOMESICK, and only my pride, together 
with a feeling of obligation towards Mrs. Bingham keeps me 
from telegraphing for a berth on the next boat. 22 


Hours of unbroken solitude were spent dreaming of the amenities 
of the eastern or English life; but despite the periods of melancholy, 
loneliness and hardship, the ranching frontier claimed the hearts and 


souls of the pioneers. W.D. Nesbit testifies to this in his poem 


"The Prairie Woman": 


ceeoeoeeveeoevreeereeeerereee eee eeeeeeeeee eee eee oe & 


What dreams come to her of the days 
When she moved in a world of life, 

Of fashions, shops, and teas and plays, 
And petty joy and petty strife? 


19vrs, C. Inderwick, op.cit. 
20Ibid., February 19, 1884. 
2lE Mm. Eliot, My Canada (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1915),p.138. 
22Tbid., p.233. 
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No dreams that are not overborne 
By this vast vision that is hers 
Of prairie land that night and morn 


With newer being breathes and stirs.°° 


eeerevreevevee see ee eee eeeeoeeve eee @esveeveeer eevee 


Whenever the spirit became burdened, "Freg" James advocated a horseback 


ride as the "grandest cure that I've ever ériea24 


eeereeeeer eee eee eves eoereoeereerereo eee eer esr ee ee eeeeeee 


The Handhills air is good for you 

The Bull Pound breeze will thrill you through, 
At Berry Creek with a flush on your cheek 

You can gaze around from the tallest peak 

At the wonderful country that God has made 


From the timbered north to the southern glade.*> 


Undoubtedly there was something soul-restoring in the foothill 
atmosphere of Alberta, and E. Catley is only one of the many writers 
who stressed this: 


eee ereeereeee eee eee eee eeeeereee eee eeeoereveev eee eevee eeeere ee eee 


Oh! little breeze in the night-time, you took my splendid burden, 
You lifted that cosmic glory, too vast for such as I; 

Bearing it back to the mountains, you left my body to slumber 
While my spirit praised the Lord of ocean and earth and sky. 


Perhaps this mystical, rejuvenating spirit within the ranching 
environment can be attributed to a peculiar phenomenon that excited 
universal interest and admiration, the Chinook wind. Because this 
thirsty west wind was of the utmost importance to the ranching indus- 
try, it made an overwhelming thematic appeal to many writers. Fre- 


quently the periods of gloom and hardship, when cattle perished by 


23W.D. Nesbit, "Prairie Woman", Okotoks Advance, January 28, 1909. 
24F . James, "Just Take a Ride", Tales of the Pioneer Days 


ire Ds si tists This particular poem was written July 8, 1923. 
25toc.cit. 
265, Catley, "Little Breeze in the Summer Night: A Reminiscence 
of Bragg Creek", Star Dust and Other Poems (Calgary: by the author, 
1927). 
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16 
the hundreds, were owing to its absence. Consequently, when the 
Chinook made its appearance, joy reigned throughout the foothills. 

The coming of the Chinook was hailed by a hazy appearance over 


the mountains; then a dull roar like the sound of distant waves was 


a.2? 


hear There followed puffs of wind, drifts of snow; then in less 


than an hour the temperature would change from thirty degrees below to 


28 


anywhere from forty-five to sixty degrees above. The velocity of 


the Chinook varied from a gentle breeze to a fifty mile-an-hour wind.?? 
Moira O'Neill describes its coming: 


All the months of winter are months of conflict between the north 
and west winds. We watch the powers of the air fighting over us, 
and feel as if we lived in the heart of a myth of the winds... 
While the north wind blows, every breathing thing shrinks and 
cowers,. The mere holding on to life is a struggle for poor un- 
sheltered animals, and the longer it lasts the harder is the 
struggle, and the less their strength for it. But there comes 

a change in the air. Some night on looking out we see the clouds 
have rolled upwards, as if a curtain were lifted in the west, 
leaving a well-defined arch of clear sky with stars shining in it. 
That arch means that the west wind, the preserver, is on his way; 
and sometimes we hear his voice beforehand in a long, distant 
roar among the mountains, When next morning breaks, the north- 
wind has fled, overcome, You may go to the house door ina 
dressing-gown to look out on the snow prairie, and the chinook 
blowing over you feels like a warm bath, It seems miraculous. 
All living things are revived and gladdened, 30 


Mrs. Inderwick, particularly sensitive to the psychological effect of 
her environment, gives her account of the coming of the Chinook and 
the response which it engendered in her: 


This pall of snow throws a shadow over our days for as long as 
it lasts -- 10 days, even two weeks sometimes but not often -- 
and every ear is listening for the happy sound of the first 
murmuring of a chinook. One night we were sitting ... and 
suddenly someone said "The Chinook!:" We were all outside in 
a second; there was a low roar in the mountains and in twenty 


275.R, Craig, Ranching with Lords and Commons or Twenty Years 
on the Range (Toronto: William Briggs, 1908), p.48. 


28thid., p.14. 

“*Thid., en 48. 

30Moira O'Neill, "A Lady's Life on a Ranche", Blackwood's 
Edinburgh Magazine, pp./7-8. 
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minutes the wind had reached the house . . . That night one 
end of our roof was carried off, but I was in another wing of 
our rambling house and sleeping like the enchanted Princess 
and heard nothing -- quite content to know that the long- 
looked-for wind was reducing the hated snow to pools of water, 
freeing the grass, and saving our precious cattle from 
starvation, It was a wonderful wind. 31 


Without the Chinook, the ranching industry could not survive. 
The severe winters of 1886-1887 and 1906-1907 witnessed to the catas- 
trophic results of its absence. Owing to the inexperience and care- 
less methods of the ranchers who did not put up hay but relied on the 
continuance of the customary mild winters to make the natural feed 
lots always accessible, the losses sustained in the unexpectedly 
harsh winters proved eventually to be fatal to the ranching industry of 
the open range. The winter of 1886-1887 was particularly wicked, un- 
equalled in severity by any season either before or after until the 
memorable year of 1906-1907 when losses of cattle were estimated be- 
tween five and ninety per cent.24 The former winter was hard, cold, 
and steady; and the "'cowmen spent most of it in the saddle, turning 
back their cattle from ranging too far and digging them out of snow 
drifts -- all for nothing, there was not enough feed to give them and 


they died by thousands", 99 


The winter of 1906-1907 was a still greater 
blow to the ranchers. That winter cold weather began on November 14, 

1906 and the temperature remained below zero until February 24, 1907.34 
Even after that date intermittent cold continued. In May a temperature © 
of fifteen degrees below zero was registered.» . Rhonda Sivell, a 


former Medicine Hat district resident, aptly depicts the experiences 


31Mrs. C. Inderwick, op.cit., pp.24-25. 


32Annual Report of the Department of Agriculture of the Province 
of Alberta, 1907. 


33F, Ings, Ob.GiC.. .p.o/. 
341bhid., p.146. 
35L0c.cit. 
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18 
of that winter in her lengthy poem entitled "The Hard Winter". It must 
be emphasized here that it is the content of the poem which should re- 
ceive attention, not the poetic merit of her verses. 


We knew we were up against it, 

For the snow on the hills lay deep; 
It drifted into the coulees, 

And most of the drifts ten feet. 


'Twas a poor lay out for the range stock, 
And most of them looked a sight; 

For four long months they had fought it, 
And put up a desp'rate fight, 


eeoeveeeeveeeve eeevrevesre eevee ereve ees eeseee eee eee eee 


They went staggering out at daybreak, 
All starving and weak and cold, 
Big steers gaunt and wild-eyed, 
And calves looking sick and old. 


They were all straying on together, 
With dumb despair in their eye, 
God! how it hurt to see them - 
To see them suffer and die! 


eoeervreeeev ees eeeeeeveereeeeereeeeeeee eee eee eeccve 


We had waited long for the Chinook, 
But she'd forgotten the way 
Over the old range hilltops, 
Where the pups of the grey wolf play. 


Four long months she'd forgot us 
And she blew in some other land, 
The snow lay deep on the ranges. 
It was more than the stock could stand. 


Their legs were sore and bleeding 
With crust from the frozen snow, 

For the South Wind had forgot us 
God! why didn't she blow? 


eceoeovevvees82e702e22802880280280878780708088782878702887 87 fF CF BFF Heee 


The riders down in the bunk-house, 
They tried to forget the sight 

Of seeing the starving range stock 
Pass by on a winter's night. 
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Pass by on a winter's evening; 

They moaned like a man in pain 
Hundreds strung out together, 

Like cars on a long freight train. 


Now and again one would fall 
Down in the snow beaten track; 
Desp'rate and weary the others moved on, 
They never stopped to look back. 


The struggle that each day brought them, 
And the dead stock lying around, 

The hay that was short for the sick ones, 
The crust on the frozen ground. 


And the ranchers they banked that winter 
Their stock in the coulees deep, 

And their notes in the local banks in town 
At ten per cent, which is steep - 


And their riders fought to save them, 
But when the winter was done, 

Was a poor show-down for the rancher, 
And mighty little fun, 36 


The spring of 1907 confronted the ranchers with such heart-breaking 
sights as that described by an eye-witness: 


One rider crossed the Bow River on the ice to investigate what 
looked like a bunch of cattle just under the hill on the north 
side. The hill was very steep -- almost a cut bank and he 
found they were cattle alright [sic] but all dead. Most of 
them were lying frozen in the snow and others were standing up 
frozen solid. They were in the shade from the wind and when 
they started to freeze it was from the feet up. As they were 


36Rhonda Sivell, "The Hard Winter", Voices from the Range 
(Toronto: William Briggs, 1912), pp.88-92. Mrs. Sivell was born near 
Dublin, Ireland in 1873 and came to Canada in 1881 with her parents 
who established a stock and grain farm near Whitewood, Saskatchewan. 
In 1889 she married William Sivell in Winnipeg, and the two of them 
then went to Alberta to establish a ranch twenty-five miles north of 
Medicine Hat. There they raised general purpose horses. During 
World War I, the Sivells shipped a carload of saddle horses to Winni- 
peg to sell as mounts for the Canadian Army. On the way to Winnipeg, 
Mr. Sivell came down with blood poisoning and was confined to the hos- 
pital. His wife then managed the affairs of the ranch, and it was 
while she rode on the prairies looking for ranch horses that she com- 


posed the poems for Voices from the Range. 
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apparently standing well braced, the joints in their legs 
froze so stiff they just died standing up. 


Arthur Peake bitterly describes the same experience in his poem "Hard 


Winter 1907": 


eeeentrer ee eetreoeveee OS 8 Se ele 6 6s Oe O88 Ce CFs 6 8 8.48 6 66 8 O88 eoreeeeevevesr 


For there were cattle in the coulees, and cattle on the 
sides 

There were cattle in the gullies, you could see their bones 
and hides, 

There were cattle on the islands, and in the brush also -- 

In fact you'd see dead cattle nearly any place you'd go. 38 


Without the Chinook dire consequences threatened the rancher. 
It is not surprising, therefore, that this life-giving force not only 
maintained the ranching industry but also provided sustenance to the 
lyricists. It inspired J.D. Higinbotham to write: 


The "zephyr fondly sues the mountain's breast", 
Yet with his love is n'er allowed to rest; 

But, scorned, he rends her cloudy veil in twain, 
And as a hurricane sweeps o'er the plain. 


Fierce, a fiery, free -- a blustering, bellowing blast, 
He shrieks with fury as he rushes past; 

In circling clouds the dust before him flies, 

Dark, leaden ominous are his inky skies. 


The thundering echoes sounding far and near 
Are now more thund'rous as his hosts appear. 
His followers come -- a mighty cavalcade -- 

On in the path their mighty chief has made. 


373.0, McHugh, "1906-7 Winter", Reminiscences of H2 Jack (un- 
published manuscript, 1960), pp.2-3. 


38,4. Peake, "Hard Winter 1907", Ballads of the Badlands (n.p., 
n.d.). Arthur Peake, originally del~ Peake, was born in Monmouthshire, 
England in 1867 and educated at Marlborough. His daughter, Mrs. B.G. 
Lawrence of Red Deer, believes that for a time he also attended Cambridge. 
In 1883 he came to Canada to join a brother who was a solicitor in Man- 
itoba and then in 1885 moved west to set up a small ranch on Pine Creek. 
Desiring more wide open spaces and better ranching conditions, A. Peake 
moved in 1897 to the open range country on the Red Deer River near the 
present site of Dorothy. There he operated a large holding until his 
death in 1947. Ballads of the Badlands was written over most of his 
life in Alberta. Although A. Peake worked in Montana for a time be- 
cause of the better wages offered there, his poems, according to his 
daughter, were of the life he had come to know so well on the Alberta 
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Ah, whither dost thou go, thou wild west wind 
Born in the womb of the Creator's mind? 
Where e'er He listeth, onward will I roam 
Hasting, unresting, till He call me Hemaye? 


Most of the poets of the ranches sensed a mysterious, legendary 
force behind the Chinook; and one of the most vivid tales of its 
origin is told by L.A. Maze: 


Lovely ribbon of sky-blue light, 

Advancing scout of a warm soft wind. 

Old legends tell that a maiden fair 

Wandered afar on her swift white mare; 

The bravest warriors searched in vain 

Until a breeze blew in from the West, 

Warm and gently it softly caress't 

"'Tis the breath of Chinook, our sister fair, 
Kissing our cheeks and touching our hair". 
When the sky dresses up in her blue-headed dome, 
Chinook, for a little while, is home . 40 


That the Chinook had in fact become an intrinsic part of 
Alberta folk-lore Robert Gard gives further evidence in his popular 
tall-tales of his fabulous brain-child, Johnny Chi ook an Johnny 
recalls that: 


There had been a big snowfall -- one of the biggest in history. 
The snow was so deep that it covered all of Morley church except 
the tip of the steeple. The Indians would come to church, tie 
their horses to the steeple, go down through a snow tunnel to 
the door of the church, and so inside. 

One day during the big snow Johnny had to go to Calgary. He 
harnessed the horse, hitched him to the sleigh, and set out. 
When he was about half way to Calgary, he heard a rustling noise. 
He knew what that was. It was a chinook stealing up behind him. 
He whipped up the horse, but the harder he whipped, the harder 
blew the chinook wind. The snow melted like magic? 

And the Indians in Morley church had a terrible shock when 
they came outside. The snow was all gone, and there were their 
horses dangling down from the steeple like Christmas bells! 


393 D, Higinbotham, "The West, or Chinook Wind", Clipping re 
Ranching. This particular poem was written at Lethbridge on July 20, 
1888 and was later published in The Week, Toronto. 


401 A, Maze, "Chinook" as cited in W.G. Hardy, ed. The Alberta 
Golden Jubilee Anthology (Canada: McClelland and Stewart, 1955); 0:85. 


41R.E. Gard, Johnny Chinook, Tall Tales and True from the 
Canadian West (Tokyo: M.G. Hurtig, 1967), p.v. 
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Of course that wasn't the only experience Johnny had with 
chinooks, Another time he was going from Morley to Calgary, and 
a chinook slipped up behind him. "I was sittin' in the front o' 
my wagon", says Johnny, "and by drivin' like blazes I was able to 
keep ahead o' that chinook and got my feet frozen, But I had a 
squaw ridin’ in the back o' the wagon, and she got a sun stroke", 42 


Although Johnny's stories certainly got the best of his imagination and 
were "tall-tales" in the definitive sense of the term, they were, 
nevertheless, based on truth. Johnny's exaggeration only coloured 
fact a brighter shade. The coming of the Chinook, for example, was 
indeed rapid. One old-timer testifies to this fact, but at the same 
time corrects Johnny's popular account, when he recalls that "sleighs 
were uncommon because no one thought of using them. One might start 
out with a sleigh and before going twenty miles be dragging along in 
the mud", +3 

It is evident from the literature cited that the physical 
features of the Southern Alberta environment and the emotional re- 
sponses which they engendered were a major source of delight and in- 
spiration to the ranching community. One may justly ask why the 
environment played such an important role in the literature of South- 
ern Alberta, The author can only put forth a few suggestions. 
Because the landscape was so unlike anything that those of literary 
inclination, most of whom had been raised in the British Isles or 
Eastern Canada, had ever witnessed before, they naturally were struck 
by the uniqueness of the Alberta setting and sought to communicate the 
resulting emotions in prose or verse. The environment of Southern 
Alberta not only provided the raw material but also inspired those who 
had any literary talents. Furthermore the environment was the very 
essence of the ranching industry, the very life-blood of those associ- 
ated with it. Without the Chinook winds, the natural hayfields, the 
plentiful supplies of fresh water, and the abundant shelter found in 


the innumerable coulees, there could have been no ranching industry in 


421bid., pp.198-199. 
43Edna Kells, op.cit., p.30. 
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Southern Alberta. Consequently both ranchers and writers alike held 
an unmistakable reverence for "God's country"; their eulogies are 
evidence of this. Life in the ranching country was often one of sol- 
itude, and at times the hours were long and thought-provoking. Under 
such circumstances it is not surprising that potential writers, es- 
pecially among the women, would adopt the mountains, the rolling foot- 
hills, the west wind, and the prairie flowers as their kindred spirits 
and then personify them in their verse and prose. 

There is evidence that the ranching society itself had the dis- 
position to accept the right to indulge in literary pursuits. This 
was clearly evident as early as 1882 when the Macleod Gazette began 
to publish local prose and verse. Later the Gazette became more 
discriminating in what it published: 


We received a contribution of poetry for insertion in the 
"Gazette", No doubt the poem had merit, but then we don't 
know much about poetry, and so did not want to take the chances 
of getting mobbed. We shall always be glad to receive con- 
tributions which will be of interest to our readers, but at 
poetry, unless above the average, we must draw the line.44 


This acknowledgement that there was a ranching society appreciative 
enough of literary pursuits to be critical completely negates the 
popular myth portrayed on the movie screen and in the "Wild West" 
novels, The myth depicts the ranching society as one composed of 
illiterate cowboys and cowgirls. The Alberta. ranching community was 
on the whole an educated one. Many of the ranchers arranged for the 
formal education of their children either by employing governesses if 
the size of the population in a particular area did not warrant a 
school or by sending their children away to private schools in Eastern 
Canada, British Columbia or further afield if the parents could afford 


45 


the expense. Robert Stead in his novel Dennison Grant recognizes 


44vacleod Gazette, June 23, 1883. 


451,.G. Thomas, "The Rancher and the City: Calgary and the 


Cattlemen, 1883-1914", Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada 
(vol.VI, series IV, June, 1968), p.213. 
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24 
this as a common practice when he mentions that his heroine had attended 
boarding-school in the East at the age of fourteen.46 So insistent | 
were the ranchers in their demands for a formal education for their 
children that eventually it became expedient to establish private 
boarding-schools in Calgary. The churches collaborated with enthusiasm, 
"In the 1890's Bishop Pinkham made efforts to provide a school for girls 
and in 1905 St. Hilda's Ladies' College opened. In 1903 Western Can- 
ada College was founded by J.C. Herdman and A.O. MacRae, both Presby- 
terian ministers and the latter its first principal. In 1908 Bishop 
Pinkham College began as a school for boys on English public school 
lines. Mount Royal College, a Methodist foundation, opened in 1911"? 
It is not surprising, therefore, that such an educated society 


accepted the right of others to indulge in literary exercises. 


46R, Stead, Dennison Grant (Toronto: Musson Book Co., 1920), 
p-63. 


471.,.G, Thomas, "The Rancher and the City: Calgary and the 


Cattlemen, 1883-1914", Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, 
p.213. 
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CHAPTER II 
THE DAILY LIFE OF A DISTINCTIVE RANCHING COMMUNITY 


David H. Breen has recently maintained that the history of 
ranching in Southern Alberta reflects the political, economic and in- 
stitutional bias of the "cattle compact", an élite group composed of 
middle and upper-class Britons and Canadians who had a "definite pro- 
pensity for gentlemanly equestrian sport, for propriety of dress and 
manner, and for the amenities of a leisure class", Although this 
élite, as the term denotes and as Breen admits“, was a minority it 
nevertheless consistently remained the dominant group during the 
period 1882-18962 and thus dictated the peculiar and distinctive 
nature of the ranching community in Southern Alberta. In making a 
determined attempt to preserve the way of life to which they were 
accustomed, these ranchers intensified the "English" character of the 
ranching society and in so doing made it peculiarly "Canadian" and not 
a prototype of its American neighbour. Unlike Frederick Jackson 
Turner who saw the frontier molding a new "American" individual, those 
early ranchers in Southern Alberta saw themselves as owing little to 
frontier attitudes. This was probably the reaction to a great fact 
of Canadian history, the overshadowing power and prestige of the great 
republic south of the border. Rather than differentiating themselves 
from Britons, the early ranchers stressed their continuing, traditionally 
inherited elements in order to differentiate themselves from Americans. 
Therein lies their peculiar "Canadian" identity. Significantly the 
associated literature also supports this fact of strong attachment to 
traditions of the Old World rather than identification with the American 
community. 

With the arrival of the North-West Mounted Police at Fort Macleod 


in 1874 came the firm assertion of the Canadian presence and of British 


lpn, Breen, op.cit., p.136. 


2Ibid., p.132. ", . . it must be understood that this society 
of capital and leisure represented a definite minority. .. ." 


3Loc.cit. 
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26 
traditions, Because many of the retiring members of the force were 
numbered among the earliest ranchers of the district’, the British 
element became a permeating and absorbing force even in the initial 
stages of the industry. Ex-Superintendent William Winder formed the 
Winder Ranch Company and as the manager of the organization was one 
of the most successful of the early pioneer cattlemen.” In 1878 
Jack Stewart and Jim Christie, the latter also an ex-member of the 
N.W.M.P., founded the Stewart Ranch of Pincher Creek, "undoubtedly 
the first ranch to be established in Alberta’, ° Also among the 
earliest ranchers were Colonel James Walker, who managed the Cochrane 
Ranch’ , and ex-Sergeants David Cochrane and William Parker. ® 

It was not, however, until 1881 that two events occurred which 
really began to attract to the North-West the attention of Canadian 
and British capitalists who saw, or fancied they saw, the prospect of 
repeating among the foothills of Western Canada the history of the beef 
bonanza of the Western States, In that year the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way began to build west from Winnipeg; and the Marquis of Lorne, 
Governor-General of Canada, decided to visit the western plains. It 
was then that the ranching industry had its real beginning in the West. 

In the British Isles the glowing reports by the Marquis of Lorne 
caught the imagination of the British public: " .. . if I were not 
Governor-General of Canada, I would be a cattle rancher in Alberta". ? 
Thus in the earliest stages of the development of the ranching industry, 
the aristocracy of Britain played an important part, a role which 
eventually culminated in the acquisition of a ranch in the High River 


district by the heir apparent to the British throne. The attention of 


ae Ings, op.cit., pp.7-8; "Early Range History", Scarlet and 
Gold (vol.46), p.107. The writer of the latter is not identified. 


Early Range History", Scarlet and Gold, p.107. 

OF. Lynch-Staunton, Ranching in Southern Alberta (unpublished 
manuscript). 

7K, Coppock, op.cit. 

Sitparly Range History", Scarlet and Gold, p.107. 


9y.W. Riley, "The Romance of the Ranching Industry", Canadian 


Cattleman (Calgary: vol.III, no.1l, June, 1940), p.395. This confession 
was made to F.W. Godsal, a rancher of the Pincher Creek district. 
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27 
men of high social and business standing in Britain and Eastern Canada 
had been turned to the possibilities which the ranching industry af- 
forded, It provided employment for their surplus capital as well as 
provision for their sons, Ambition and adventure stirred the restless 
spirit of those dissatisfied with their comfortable homes and promising 
careers and made them grasp at the wonderful tales told of western 
prairie life and especially of the "wild" cowboy. Consequently it 
was not long before large numbers of young men, representative of well- 
known and influential families of the old land, began to arrive in the 
country, either to start ranching on their own account or to receive 
instruction from some established ranch, 1° Thus, with the exception 
of a few in the extreme south of the region, the majority of the ranch- 
ing concerns were started with Eastern Canadian or British capital. 

Those of British heritage who came to Southern Alberta put 
their distinctive brand not so much on the practical side of the 
ranching industry as on the social life of the ranching community. 
English customs were much in vogue. House parties, balls, weekend 
excursions, and popular English sports were of regular occurrence, 
During the summers, small pleasure-parties travelled to the mountains 
and lakes to find refreshment amid their scenery. During the winter, 
concerts, dramatic presentations, formal balls, and neighbourhood 
parties broke the monotony of the season. The social life of South- 
ern Alberta was far from restricted. Newspapers of the day abound 
with descriptions of a variety of functions. Among the more formal 
events were the annual balls held by the North-West Mounted Police and 
the bachelors of the various districts. Mrs. Webb, a pioneer of the 
Pincher Creek district, elaborates: 


Balls were formal, everyone in evening dress, the ladies 
wearing gorgeous trained gowns and flowers in their hair, men in 
swallow tailed coats. Elaborate suppers were served at tables, 
There was always a master of ceremonies and chaperones were in 
evidence. Girls did not go to balls as a rule before they were 
18 or 19, nor did young boys go. No smoking was allowed and no 


10one such ranch was that owned by Malcolm T. Millar of Millar- 
ville. 
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drinking on the premises, !1 
At these balls the ranching community made a conscientious effort to 
adhere to British manners and customs, At times this determination 


proved amusing: 


Mrs. Wilson was not much of a dancer having been brought 
up strictly in Quebec, She did not dance and consequently 
had no ball dress, But she thought she would attend the ball 
[the 1887 Dominion Day ball] as an onlooker, arrayed in her 
best gown -- a simple silk affair. An Irishwoman came along 
while she was waiting and paused to look at her. Then she 
gravely enquired if Mrs. Wilson was going to the ball. She 
said she was, "But you haven't got any gloves", the woman 
persisted, "I am sorry, but I shall have to go without 
gloves", she replied. The woman triumphantly produced a 
pair of white cotton gloves and drew them on. She wore a 
plain woollen dress with long sleeves, but the gloves satisfied 
her that sartorially she was right. 


This determination to maintain British formality persisted as the 
following excerpt from the Okotoks Review indicates: 


Over 100 guests were present from Millarville, Calgary, and 
Okotoks and they all enjoyed themselves thoroughly. An 
excellent programme had been arranged. Dancing started at 
9:15 and was kept up to the early hours of the morning... . 

The hall was a gay scene during the evening the handsome 
dress of the ladies making a strong contrast to the plain 
black and white of their partners. Two charming young 
debutants made their first entry into society at this dance. 
They were Miss Edith Rodgers of Okotoks, who was attired in 
yellow satin and carried a bouquet of pink roses, and Miss 
Irene Al gxander of Millarville, in white trimmed with silver 
fringe. 


John W. Hugill gives a glimpse of the social customs of the Calgary 
district in his poem "The Rose Ball": 


Auspicious eve -- arrived at last 

The worries of five hundred passed 

Six debutants in evening dress 

Will read descriptions in the press, 
Old timers having seen things grow 
Just turned their thoughts to long ago. 


1ledna Kelies,irop.. cbt... pd. 
Te adh, p.8. 
130k o0toks Review, December 22, 1911. 
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Reminiscently they rub their eyes 
And say it comes as no surprise. 
When we journeyed to the West 

To find a land with promise blest, 
And restlessly still lingered on 
This is the thought we dwelt upon 
"Hold Past" awhile and you will see 
A metropolitan Calgary.14 


Also indicative of the nature of the society were the celebra- 
tions held on the festivals of the patron saints of Scotland, Ireland, 
England, and even France. (Significant French communities were found 
particularly in the Trochu, Millarville and Pincher Creek districts). 
Although they had emigrated to a new country, the ranchers still clung 
to Old Country sentiments; and the good-humoured nationalistic rival- 
ries among them added colour to the scene , This is evident in the 
Pincher Creek Echo: 


O Lord, we approach Thee this mournin' in the attitude of 
prayer, and likewise o' complaint. When we cam' tae the lan' 
o' Canady we expected tae fin' a lan' flowin' wi' milk and honey, 
but instead o' that we foun' a lan' peopled wi' ungodly Irish. 
O Lord, in Thy great mercy, drive them tae the uttermost pairts 
of Canady... 15 


As early as 1885 the Pincher Creek Glee Club was organized for 
the "cultivation of musical and theatrical dispositions, to afford 
opportunities of weekly social gatherings where our friends and neigh- 
bours can find more engrossing objects of attention than the ever re- 
curring discussion on beaux, bucking horses, [and] ten-year-old 
Chinooks . . sla Conscientious efforts were undoubtedly made in 
every ranching district to cultivate dramatic, musical, and literary 
tastes. Besides local clubs, visiting groups also contributed to 
cultural enlightenment within the communities. 

The genteel society that existed in Southern Alberta also 


clung to those sporting activities sanctioned by the upper classes in 


145 Ww. Hugill, ''The Rose Ball", Poem re Military Ball (Calgary: 
unpublished manuscript, ca. 1911). 


15pincher Creek Echo, December 31, 1908. 
l6Macleod Gazette, February 14, 1885. 
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30 
"the Old Country". Such gatherings naturally refuted the traditional 
western rodeo mythology which popularized the false idea that the only 
type of "sport'' engaged in in the West was on the back of a bucking 
bronco. Such a view tends to obliterate the fact of the popularity 
and dominance of such sports as polo, which was first played in Alberta 
at Pincher Creek. Thinking his cowboys needed some recreation from 
their everyday routine, Captain Wilmot, an English stockholder in the 
Alberta Ranch Company, had his cowboys fashion some polo sticks and 
thus in 1888 became the organizer of Alberta's first polo game. Lt 
was not until the following year upon his return from England that 
Captain Wilmot introduced conventional polo equipment to Alberta. Polo 
became tremendously popular among the young ranchers, and by 1892 it was 


well established throughout Southern Alberta. 18 


Teams were organized, 
generally on a national or regional basis, in nearly every district, 
namely, Calgary, Fort Macleod, High River, Millarville, Fish Creek, 
Pekisko Creek, North Fork, and Cochrane. Polo was the sport of the 
ranching community, second in popularity only to horse ratine ee A 
frequent contributor to the Macleod Gazette, who wrote under the 
pseudonym "Hermit", testifies to the popularity of the sport in his 
ballad-like poem, appropriately and simply entitled "Polo". One 
regrets that his literary style was not as sophisticated as the sport 
he sought to describe. 


Oh! Racing it is ruinous, its followers are broke, 

You train for months and finish in the ruck, 

And it isn't very cheerful to see local batsmen poke 

A leg ball to the off and thank their luck, 

Lacrosse may be enjoyment to the leggy sprinting men, 

At football you may die a hero's death, 

But games in which you've got to do your 100 yards in "10" 
Do not appeal to mortals short of breath 


17E 4G. Luxton, History of Polo in Western Canada (manuscript, 
POL). Pint 


185, Lynch-Staunton, op.cit. 
19Tdem 
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Chorus, 

Then fill up and drink to the galloping game 
Here's to pony and rider whatever his name, 
And cursed be who won't drink to the same, 
Three cheers and a tiger for polo! 


When you ride a swingy pony, hell for leather on the grass, 
While the sticks are clicking sharply on the ball, 

There is something very pleasant in a scientific "pass" 

Quick delivered, right directed, on the call; 

In the melee, or the ride off, or the boundary skirting run 
With a racing pony after you at score, 

When you hear the thud behind you, and the goal is nearly won, 
You are living as you never lived before, 29 


Polo players travelled widely and won wide acclaim. One of 
the better teams made an extensive tour including Montreal, Toronto, 
New York, and Syracuse in 1904 and returned home to High River un- 
feasted. This was credited to the unexcelled calibre of such 
players as Justin Deane-Freeman, one of the greatest polo players 
that Canada ever produced. Unfortunately Alberta lost that re- 
markable horseman at the early age of twenty-nine in a polo accident 
in California in 1910. 

Polo was so popular among the ranchers of Southern Alberta that 
as early as 190822 one week of every year was designated as ''Polo Week" 
throughout the West. Such a week featured a flurry of tournaments 
and balls. The High River Times describes one such function: 


The ball room, brilliantly lighted and appropriately 
decorated with scarlet bunting and polo sticks, made a most 
effective background to the many handsome and beautiful 
gowns worn by the guests. 

At midnight the guests repaired to the St. George hotel, 
where a delicious supper was served. Much praise is due to 
the committee, who spared no efforts to make this the most 
brilliant function of the season. 


20'Hermit", "Polo", Macleod Gazette, January 5, 1894. 


21k .G,. Luxton, History of Polo in Western Canada, p.1l. 


22High River Times, September 17, 1908. There may have been 


such designations in previous years, but the author was unable to find 
substantial evidence to support her assumption. 


23High River Times, October 1, 1908. 
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32 
The article then goes on to describe the gowns worn by the hostesses 


and visitors: 


Mrs. T.W. Robertson was gowned in sky blue silk muslin with 
an overdress of Irish lace, amethyst and pearl nacklace .... 

Mrs. Ross, Calgary in a most beautiful gown of apricot satin 
which whispered of Paris and pearl ornaments. 

Mrs. Wooley Dod, Fish Creek, in black and white, wearing 
crimson carnations, 

Mrs. Westhead, from Alix, in pale crepe de chine, prettily 
trimmed with passementerie and lace, pearl necklace, and 
diamonds in her hair.24 


Polo continued in popularity until 1914 when the First World War 
broke out, claiming the lives of many outstanding players.*> 

Horse racing also greatly appealed to those of British back- 
ground, and at times its popularity conflicted to such an extent 
with that of polo that bitter feelings were aroused. One such dis- 
pute was recorded in the Okotoks Review: 


In regard to a dirty little insinuation that has been made 
to the effect that the Millarville Polo club purposely arranged 
their tournament last year on the date of the Okotoks Races H. 
Anderson one of the prominent members of the club informed the 
Review that the date had been settled before even the Okotoks 
Fair dates were announced.7°® 


It is not surprising, therefore, that such a popular sport 
attracted the attention of poets. A Lineham resident, Richard B. 
Spackman, described in doggerel the proceedings of ''The Creamery 
Handicap" at the Black Diamond Races in 1912. This piece is signif- 
icant in that it mentions real places and names and gives a colourful 
insight into the nature of the society of Southern Alberta and the 
importance it attached to horse racing. 


Now you all remember, the 14th of September. 

For you all were feeling gay, in your very best array, 

The night before you had us sleep, 't rise up sharp at 
day-lights peep. 

The Races -- Yes, and weather grand and coyote yells 
made up the band. 


241 oc.cit. 
255.6. Luxton, History of Polo in Western Canada, p.2. 
260kotoks Review, May 17, 1912. 
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The crowd that came from Okotoks, wealthy men and 
Stony Brokes - 

And quite a few from Millarville, the sort that races 
always thrill 

Some of course came down from Lineham, either selling 
broncs or buying 'em 

And lots to see the scenery, the Rockies and the Creamery .*/ 


Betting and horse racing were inseparable and equally popular. 
As early as 1893 "Hermit", the Macleod Gazette contributor, produced 
a succession of sonnets in which he warned, perhaps ironically, against 
the evils of gambling: 


Sonnet No.3 


Beware, ye plungers, when ye chance to see 
Upon the track, beneath the starter's eye, 
The white, red belt and cap of Macabee, 


Nor touch the track pools for a certainty.2® 


Sonnet No.1 


Absorbed in thought I stand in Fort Macleod, 
Pensive I gaze on many a well-known face; 
Then mount a table and address the crowd 
With maxims suitable to time and place: 
"First I would warn you not to put your pile 
Upon the shape or records of a horse, 

In quarter dashes, or in open mile, 


27R B. Spackman, "The Creamery Handicap, Black Diamond Races, 
1912" (manuscript). R.B. Spackman was born in 1886 near Avery, 
Wiltshire, England where his family operated a dairy. As a young 
man he served with the Wiltshire Yeomanry and in 1910 immigrated to 
Canada. Shortly after his arrival in Calgary, he became employed 
by the Black Diamond Creamery. He later went homesteading west of 
Turner Valley in the Lineham district and in 1914 married Alice 
Harrington, the first school teacher in the area, In 1923 they 
moved to Okotoks, Mr. Spackman loved horses and cattle and travelled 
all over Alberta buying horses for the Stewart Brothers of Montreal. 
According to his daughter, Mrs. Noonan, Mr. Spackman never missed a 
horse sale in Calgary until he died in 1968. She further states that 
the above poem was written "to poke a little fun at some of the con- 
testants at a supper they held after the race", 


28imiermit", "Sonnet No.3", Macleod Gazette, March 17, 1893. 
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At times there WILL occur a foul or cross; 
Much better 'tis to stand the owner drinks, 
(Have you not heard In vino veriscus?) 

About the tenth he'll mention what he thinks, 
(The what-a-difference-in-the morning ass!) 
Then boldly go to where they're selling pools 
And put your shirt on with the other fools".29 


An effort was made to naturalize in the Canadian foothill region 
another English institution, the hunt. A hunt club for pursuing 
coyotes was active in Pincher Creek as early as 1886, 29 and by 1892 a 


number of hunt clubs owned imported hounds, 21 


The Quorn Ranch, found- 
ed in 1886, was established for the express purpose of raising hunt- 
ers for the Quorn Hunt at Market Harborough in Leicestershire. 

The ranching community of Southern Alberta was particularly 
sports conscious, In addition to polo, horse racing, and the hunt, 
hockey, curling, football, lacrosse, tennis, golf, baseball, and 
cricket received enthusiastic support. Cricket was organized as 
early as 1882 in Fort Macleod; and by 1884, when the first game on 
record was played in Calgary between the North-West Mounted Police 
and the City Club, cricket was recognized as "'the dean of Calgary 


n 33 


sports Like the other popular sports, cricket too inspired the 


poetic mind. 


You beat us by an innings - 
(How you chuckled in your sleeve!) 
Yet our defeat when next we meet 
We'll valiantly retrieve. 


29 ermit", "Sonnet No.1", Macleod Gazette, February 24, 1893. 
30Macleod Gazette, January 5, 1886. 
31pH, Breen, op.cit., Dale. 


325.8, Jameson, "The Quorn Ranch", Canadian Cattleman, (Calgary: 
vol.VIII, September, 1945), p.69. 

335 .B. Price, Manuscripts and Clippings Relating to Alberta - 
Pioneers (ca. 1930's). 
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Soon on our new Thermopylae 
(Our grounds at Pincher Creek) 
You'll play the Persian's part and we 
That of the winning Greek - 


For when you visit us, my sons - 
As sure as "eggs is eggs'' 
We'll beat you by an innings too 

And run you off your pegs. 


It is evident from even this cursory survey of the social life 
of the ranching community of Southern Alberta that it was moulded by 
the interests of a peculiar community, one of British origin. Such 
a society, although certainly remote from that portrayed by the American 
myth, was not a mere transplanting from the British Isles. It was 
rather a society which, while making a conscientious effort to pre- 
serve the way of life to which it was accustomed, was in turn shaped 
by the ranching environment to make it distinctively "Canadian", 

Such a community was a unique mixture of elements found both in the 
British and American ways of life. The practical side of ranching 
was dictated by American techniques and the social and cultural life 
of the community by British modes and customs. An article in the 
Macleod Gazette by John McLean on the "Social Development of Southern 
Alberta" up to 1889 gives his interpretation of the particular type of 
society found in the foothill rangelands: 


The hearty, go-ahead, care-for-nobody spirit is not so prevalent 
as in the old times, as society has been rapidly advancing in 
intelligence and refinement, but if we have lost much of the 
former independence of custom, there has gone with it the gross 
ribaldry of border life. The bull-whackers' open-heartedness, 
and the sterling sympathy manifested towards the sick, suffer- 
ing and distressed, still abide with us in the cowboy life of 
our country, but the coarse jests and frontier vocabulary of 
blasphemy are fast dying out. True, there still remains the 
peculiar style of western phraseology, but much of this, we 
should not wish to be forgotten, because of its expressive- 
ness, although we have never indulged in its use to such an 
extent as to be compelled to employ it, when lost for want 


of a word,39 


34anonymous, "Exult ye Proud Macleoders:" Macleod Gazette, 
September 5, 1902 as cited from the Pincher Creek Echo. 


355, McLean, "Social Development of Southern Alberta", Macleod 
Gazette, April 11, 1889. 
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36 
The majority of the British ranchers were as active in the day- 
to-day work of their ranches as in their management. One old-timer 
testifies that "these men worked as hard, rode as long hours, and lived 
the same as the cowboys. They did not ask for more but expected as 
much from their men as they were prepared to give themselves, and they 


got eee ee? 


There was a certain type of English immigrant, however, whose 
principal function seemed to be to bring the ambitious, hardworking 
English rancher into disrepute. This was the individual who came 
to Alberta with the impression that he was plunging into a glorious 
country where he would meet no restrictions on his behaviour. els A 
Roe explains the background of such an individual. With a secure 
home-life, a good education and indulgent parents, he could not cope 
with the staggering ultimatum with which his parents eventually con- 
fronted him. Having been trained by heredity and example in the 
importance of having a good time, he now rebelled at the idea of 
having to put his nose to the grindstone in order to succeed in some 


vocation. >/ 


Rather than abide by his parents’ wishes, he went West 
where supposedly he would be free to do as he pleased. There, it 
has been said, such an individual had "no desire to learn anything 
that couldn't be acquired in the bar-room on Main Stneatins 
These were the foolhardy souls who, under the broad term of 
"remittance men", blighted the character of many upstanding English 


ranchers who also received regular remittances from "home". The 


36n OW. Riley, op.cit., p.398. 


375 Gg, Roe, "Remittance Men", Alberta Historical Review (Edmon- 
ton: vol.II, no.1, January, 1954), p.23. 

381 oc.cit. 

39, 


W.S. Avis, A Dictionary of Canadianisms on Historical Princi- 
ples defines the term remittance man as a derogatory expression used 


to describe "a person living in Canada on money remitted from his family 
in the Old Country, usually to insure that he did not return home to 
become a source of embarrassment", It is the general acceptance of 
this definition that has distorted the image of the English rancher. 
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37 
latter are described by H.W. Riley. He states that one must not 
"forget the aristocratic, well bred, young English remittance-man, scion 
of England's nobility, who freely chummed and associated with the cow- 
boys. In fact, out on the round ups it was difficult to distinguish 
one from the other. In the main they wore identical clothes, they ate 
the same food, shared each other's blankets, they did the same work". *° 
Nevertheless the misconception has come to prevail that the only 
Englishman found in Southern Alberta was the remittance man of cari- 
cature. This notion has largely been the result of its appeal to 
writers of folk-lore and popular mythology. The peculiarities and 
escapades of those spend-thrift greenhorns who assumed supercilious 
airs in front of a group of experienced ranchers and cowboys furnished 
ready material for entertaining writing and reading. Thus it was the 
exceptions upon which much of the literature capitalized. C.M.. Mac- 
Innes, a staunch defender of the remittance man as he really was as 
opposed to the remittance man as he was caricatured, is adamant in 
conveying the fact that the latter were indeed the exceptions: 


In most cases these young men were not nearly so bad, or so 
mad, as they tried to convince themselves and other people 
that they were. Some of them were degenerate weaklings, who 
would have been out of place in any community, and were con- 
spicuously so in the West of that time. For the most part, 
however, they were high-spirited young men who, because they 
grew weary of the ordered existence of the old country and 
the rigid conventions of a highly respectable Victorian home, 
or because they broke some canon of middle-class propriety, 
were shipped off to the West. Two or three years in the 
ranks of the Mounted Police turned many of them into mag- 
nificent material for a new country, and the majority of them 
ultimately made the best of settlers.41 


Because there was an element of truth behind the comedy of 
errors provided by the "remittance men' with which those of British and 
Eastern Canadian backgrounds could identify, writers soon found a fer- 


tile breeding ground for the development of a character that has now 
become one of the principal figures in the mythology of Southern Alberta 


40 W. Riley, op.cit., p.398. 
41cm, MacInnes, op.cit., p.328-329. 
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Writers like Robert E. Gard and "Eye-Opener" Bob Edwards “have dwelt 
lovingly but uncharitably upon their picturesque follies, their wild 
extravagances, [and] their epic drinking", ¢? It was their sins of 

_ omission and commission upon which they capitalized. A contemporary 


anecdote was reported in the Okotoks Review: 


A prominent rancher of De Winton has a late importation from 
the old country working for him. The other morning the hired 
man came running into . . . the house from the bush and in a 
breathless manner asked for a gun. The rancher asked him what 
for and was informed that he had seen a buffalo in the bush and 
wanted to shoot it. The rancher went down to see the buffalo 
and found it was his Shorthorn bull. On his informing the 
hired man to that effect the latter said: "Fes your bull is 
it, well shall I bring it in and milk him" 


In studying the literature about the "remittance men'', “one must 
always try to determine the motive of the writer: did he write with 
tongue in cheek or did he refrain from the temptations of exaggeration? 
The following excerpt from a letter written by a so-called "remittance 
man'' to his mother brings such questions to mind. Was the writer's 
purpose to relate the events in his life as actual occurrences or was 
it to capitalize on the comic role of the "remittance man" to promote 
the future publication of his letters? The author is inclined to 
believe that his purpose was the latter; for surely, after the exper- 
iences described in the letters, the individual must have realized 
that he made himself the subject of so much levity because he presented 


such a ridiculous figure. 


This morning, however, I felt very fit; and deciding to see 
what I could of the town (these people call it 'city' if you 
please), I dressed myself in my riding-breeches and shooting 
jacket, and went for a walk through the business section. . ,. 
I thought that if I dressed as I did, those whom I came in 
contact with would see that I knew country life in England, 
and could judge of a horse . . . and that I was not likely 

to prove a fool in such matters; besides I flatter myself I 
look rather swagger. 


ceeoecsveeeeeree eevee s eee eee eeoerereervr ev eee eentreeervreeoses eae eere eererevere eee 


421 Gg. Thomas, "The Rancher and the City: Calgary and the Cattle- 
men, 1883-1914", Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, p.206. 
430kotoks Review, April 7, 1908. 
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I walked up to the animal, caught the reins in my hand, and 
although he was saddled with one of the uncouth saddles com- 
monly used in this country, and which I was unaccustomed to, 

I put my foot into the stirrup and threw myself on the seat. 
The horse remained perfectly quiet. I got well seated, tight- 
ened the reins, and gave the animal my heels. 

Just what happened next I do not know. I felt the horse 
go several times into the air, and at each descent my head 
jolted horribly, my jaws pene together, and an awful shock 
ran up my spinal column,“ 


45 


C.F, Steele, among other poets ’~, comments on the peculiarities 


of the "remittance man" in his poem of that title: 


He's a little bit strange and a little bit sad, 
And he's getting old, yet he talks of his dad, 
And of cities in Spain and the lanes of Surrey 
And the Nanking Road. He's ne'er in a hurry. 
He lives with his dogs, nibbles biscuits and jam, 
And one day they brought him a cablegram. 

He has pictures of horses, of clippers in sail 
And the queerest stamps come on his mail. 
Trinkets he packs in his waistcoat pocket; 
There's a girlish face in a tiny locket 

That hangs from his watch. O, no one can 
Quite compare with our Remittance Man. 


The "remittance man" has undoubtedly become one of the stereo- 
typed and iadeed classic figures in Southern Alberta mythology. 
Although his countless follies and misadventures have furnished ready 
targets for western humour, it must also be remembered that he won his 
share of Syarathy Even "Eye-Opener" Bob Edwards reported that they 


48 


may have been green but they were not yellow. With their less con- 


spicuous counterparts, they rushed to the defence of the land of their 


birth during the Boer War of 1899 and the World War of 1914. Many of 


440 H.P. Jarvis, The Letters of a Remittance Man to his Mother 
(London: John Murray, 1908), pp.5 and 26. 


45See in particular A.L. Freebairn, "Let's Leave it to the 
Bartender", A. Peake, "The Remittance Man's Letter", C. Selwyn, ''The 
Remittance Man", 


46c r, Steele, "Remittance Man", Scarlet and Gold (Jubilee 
Edition, 1938). 

47F CG. Roe, op.cit., p.2k. 

48K Liddell, "The Remittance Man", Western Producer, June 4, 1959. 
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40 
them never returned. When the test came, they proved true to the 
highest expectations and traditions of their a For some of them 
the only epitaph they have are the lines of the following poem: 


We're busy here in Canada 
With just our common work; 

We don't go vagabonding ‘round 
And plain home duties shirk; 
We're building up an Empire, 
The Masonry shall be 

As solid as the pyramids 

That lie beyond the sea. 


eeeneveveereev ese eee eeeevreeeeeeeev ee @ 


And at the scorn of scorners 
We laugh a laugh of scorn; 

We raise our herds of cattle; 
We tend our fields of corn; 
We lay the long steel ribbons; 
We blaze the new clean trail; 


oereeveer eee ev escee eevee eeeeevee ee eee 


But we send our men to battle 
When Britain goes to war. 

O mother, mother, Homeland, 
We want you now to feel 

The strength of our affection 
In this your dire ordeal; 
This war none of your making; 
We make it our war, too, 

And you will know that Canada 
To you is ever true. 

We offer you our manhood, 

Our harvest of the brave, 

For we Britons here in Canada 
Would British honour save. 


What tho' they fall in battle 
And fill the soldier's grave? 
They fall, as falls the Briton, 
Toward, not from, the foe, 


49F W. Gershaw, "Ottawa Letter: Remittance Men", Canadian Cattle- 
man (Calgary: vol. XIV, no.3, March, 1951). 
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41 
And urge with dying venc Ss 
Their comrades on to go; 


Although those of British and Eastern Canadian heritage were 
most prominent in directing the social affairs of Southern Alberta's 
ranching community, those of American background constituted the 
nucleus of those who directed the cowpuncher's practical life on the 
range, This was largely due to the fact that Canadians modelled the 
operations of their ranching enterprises on the American experience. 
When the American rangelands reached their full quota, a considerable 
number of stockmen trailed herds into Alberta and brought with them 
the techniques of their occupation. Enraptured by the beauty and 
quality of the country, many made their new home permanent. E.N. 
Barker recalls that most of the cowboys on the Cochrane Ranch were 


a | 


American. One experienced American cowpuncher tells why he chose 


to stay in Alberta: 


Over seventy years I've ridden the range 
From the Mexican Gulf to this Canada land 

Herding broomtails and wingbags -- sometimes 
day and night. 

From the Red Deer to Texas, I've seen every 
brand, 


Through Dakota, Montana I trailed other herds 
And then over the Line to these Alberta lands 
To the happiest home of the buffalo hordes 
And a heaven on earth for the antelope bands, 


‘6 en oe 8 6 we wee ae oe 6 © 6.6, 6 6) 8 6 8 eee a tee eee ee Oe Oe 6 oe eee 


Let them sing of the hills down in Oklahoma 
Of the grass in Wyoming where I used to ride 
I'd settle for some of that prairie wooled range 
Spreading north from the boundary on Canada's 
side. 


20, nonymous, 'When Britain Goes to War", Okotoks Review 
September 25, 1914. 


at " " . 
E,N. Barker, "In the West 40 Years", Lethbridge Herald, 
1923 as eaiyected by J.D. Higinbotham, Clippings -re-Rafiching.— 
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If God had a country as good as this was 
I'd go there to-morrow and never more roam 
But I reckon the only one left is above 
And some say I ain't fit for that heavenly 
home, 


It is not surprising, therefore, that there is a comparatively large 
body of literature dealing with the practising life of the cowboy 
which such an environment fostered. In fact the literature dealing 
with such a theme stresses the life of the cowboy in such a way as to 
make it appear that the cowpunchers were a distinctive class in them- 
selves. Thus there has been infused into the history of ranching in 
Southern Alberta the romantic image of cowboys riding the range and of 
cowpunchers singing melancholy songs of . .. last soamiaccus A rodeos, 
and night stampedes.>“ In creating such an image, however, most 
writers and poets have been careful to emphasize the fact that it is 

a Canadian or Albertan image they wish to portray, not an American 
one, 

The literature associated with ranching in Southern Alberta 
never ceases to expose the practising life of the cowmen who infused 
the industry with their spirit. The horses and the men who could 
handle them were the symbol of the rangeland, This is clearly evi- 
dent by the number of works which deal with such a theme. Grant 
MacEwan, for example, preserved the memory of the mighty Negro horse- 


man, John Wave? Robert E. Gard wrote a book on the unconquerable 


523.R. Gordon, "The 01d Cowpoke", Rhymes of the Range (n.p., 
Rida < 


33y, Maw, Meet Southern Alberta (Calgary: John D. McAra, 1954), 
chapter entitled "Ranching". 


34 "stampede" is properly a wild flight of maddened or fright- 
ened horses or cattle, but today it has been adopted as a picturesque 
name for shows and exhibitions of the Wild West description. It has 
become synonymous with the modern interpretation of the word "rodeo", 


35g, MacEwan, John Ware's Cow Country (Edmonton: Institute of 
Applied Art, 1960). 
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43 
rodeo champion horse, "Midnight'"?°; and Dick Imes, an old-time cowboy 
who turned to the writing of the rangelands of early days and of the 
men whose lives he knew so well, wrote a poem in honour of one of the 
greatest riders of the foothills Slim Parker: 


I'll tell you a tale of a cowboy of old, 
A champion bronc rider so brave and so bold; 
Open range was his country, his saddle his home, 
His fame was a byword where e'er punchers roam. 


His name was Slim Parker when the Old West was new; 
Tall, slim and handsome with eyes of steel blue 

Just a range ridin' cowboy, he won the belt and the dough 
When he rode famous "Ray" at that big rodeo. 
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Just a range ridin' cowboy, his prediction came true 
And he died in the saddle as bronc riders do.?/ 
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For the majority of cowboys and ranchers, however, range 
riding rather than the rodeo was their way of life. One old-timer, 


E.F. Hagell, reminds one that: 


[ijn these days of the Ro-day-os and Wild West Circus stunts 
it's apt to be forgot that the old-time rider wasn't no 
glory-rider, nor yet a stunt performer .. . Mostly all a 
rider was thinkin' about in those days was how damn mad he 
was at the stiff-necked hoss he's ridin', not how pretty the 
little blond is up in the second row. He's trying his 
damndest to whip this bronc right down over the nose to 
buckin' like he is, or else he's doin' his damndest to stay 
aboard and avoid the long lonesome walk home. In any case 
it's a cold-blooded proposition, and not much glory to it. 


To use the words of Arthur Stavely Hill of the Oxley ranch, 
"there [was] something in the exciting life of the cow-boy which would 


have commanded the attention of Virgil if Augustus had bid him popular- 


56R gE, Gard, Midnight, Rodeo Champion (New York: Duell, Sloan 
and Pearce, 1951). 


ae Imes, "A Range Ridin' Cowboy", Brooks Bulletin, Thursday, 
December 5, 1957. 

585 OF, Hagell, When the Grass Was Free (Toronto: Ryerson Press, 
1954), pp.17-20. 
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44 
ize the North-West".>” Not only were there the absurd figures present- 
ed by the so-called "remittance men", but there were also the picture- 
esque figures of experienced cowhands surrounded, for exanple, by the 
intense action of round-up time, with its clouds of dust, its dashing 


ponies, its bawling cows and calves, its shrill yells and surging 


t, 60 


movemen Such events provided an inexhaustible source of inspira- 


tion for many poets. Representative of most of those poems dealing 
with the round-ups is that of the one-time range rider, Bill Wilde: 


A round-up wasn't for glamour, by any manner of means, 

It wasn't too tough to sleep on the ground, or to eat baking 
powder and beans, 

The first job was to gather the cattle, as you rode in circles 
wide, 

Then hold them all together after you had them inside. 


Each bunch that you gathered were strange -- you worked hard 
to get them to mix, 

They would fight to get back on their range, using all kinds 
OL“ tricks, 

Day trailing was easy, you could rest as you strung them along, 

But at night the picture was changed, as you sang their 
bedding down song. 


ercereerereeeeevreeve eer eevee eevr eee eee eeeeoevevee7ee ee eee eev ee O68 0 0.0.8 C19 6.9 6 any 


If you have heard a thousand cattle feed, just as the sun 
goes down, 

You know how the click of their razor-teeth sounds, 
as they feed quickly over the ground, 

Then when they have had their fill, and the herd seems to 
gather in, 

You watch for signs of them bedding down, as everything 
seems deadly still. 


correo e eee ee eee eeeceveeveveeve eee eeoseeveeereereeeseeeeseee eoeoeveveoeevr eer ee eee ees 


This is the sign you had hoped for, for all through the herd now 

Each little bunch with a different brand, follows the lead of 
the other old cow. 

The big job on the round-up was holding the herd till dawn, 

To see that they never got frightened, that when morning came 
none were gone, 


9 Wa Hill, D.C.L., Q.C., M.P. , From Home to Home (New York: 
Argonaut Press, 1966), pp.406-407. 


60; North, The Saga of the Cowboy (London: Jarrolds, 1942)}p.51. 
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Stampedes were looked on as bad handling, the cowboys and the 
boss got the blame, 

But it was much more dangerous to have a stampede, than it 
was to have a bad name, 

It might be that your pony would stumble, then they would be on 
their feet lightning fast, 

You kept singing above the rumble, hoping the worst has passed. 


But if they really got moving, you kept well back on the wing, 

Trying to turn back the leaders, at the same time trying to sing. 

You might calm them down very easily, or it might be they would 
run all night, 

For it was the fear of the darkness that drove them, and they 
wouldn't settle down till daylight. 


The boys who rode on the night guard, and sang or hummed a tune, 
They kept the herd a-sleeping, when there wasn't any moon, 
Have a place in prairie history that Caruso couldn't fill, 


For they had to keep on singing, or a thousand cuds were sti11.°! 


Not only does Wilde emphasize the desire of the cowpunchers to 
prevent a night stampede on a round-up but so do numerous other poets. 
The night stampedes were in fact a popular subject. Perhaps it was 
their colour and excitement which commanded the attention of so many 
writers. Cecil Selwyn indicates their éatastrophic potential in the 


following lines: 


A heifer got scared, an' started to bellow, 
An' of all the racket to scare a man 

I heard it then, when those cattle ran, 

An' piled in a heap in the bloomin' river! 
By Gosh! to-day, it makes me shiver. 


6ly 3, Wilde, "The Round-Up", Wilde Collection. "Bill" Wilde 
was born in Banff, Alberta, June 22, 1893. He got his first real job 
in 1907 as a fence rider on the ranch of the late Alex Gordon on the 
Red Deer River near where the site of Jenner now stands. At the age 
of 14 he was the ranch's representative on the round-up that summer. 
In 1909 he journeyed south to Shelby, Montana and punched cows on the 
Marias River, returning to Alberta the next year as a bronc rider for 
the Knight Sugar Co. Ltd. on the Kircaldy Ranch at Raymond. In 1943 
he became organizer for the Progressive Conservative Party in Alberta 
and in 1949 was the party's candidate in the federal constituency of 


Bow River. 
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For, or ever that river was piled across, 
Three hundred head had gone to loss - 

Heifer and steer, hoof and horn - 

A ghastly heap in the dewy morn! 

Making as awful an' horrid a dam 

As ever thro' sluices a jackfish swam; 

An' they fed the buzzards for many a day 
Till the spring flood swept their bones away. 


62 

By using the vernacular in their verse, Wilde and Selwyn create 
an impression of the daily life of the cowman which is indistinguish- 
able from that created by the literature dealing with the American 
West. Whether this was deliberate or merely the native speech of 
the poet is questionable, but the author is inclined to assume that 
the vernacular was a device consciously used to give the verse a 
"western" flavour. C.E. Selwyn was no doubt writing popular verse 
as the title of his volume indicates -- Western Poems for Western 
People. Although it is more difficult to analyze Wilde's motives, one 
may assume that because he had worked on the range in Montana, he could 
have easily carried his American experience and the American myth into 
his verse about the range life in Southern Alberta. On the other hand, 
this may have been an unconscious process because in some of his other 
works, "The Big White Hat'' for example, Wilde is careful to refute the 
American myth as applicable to Southern Alberta. 

The life of the cowboy was no doubt a picturesque, free, and 
untrammeled one; but to those who knew the dangers and hardships which 
surround it, especially during the winter months, the cowboy's lot was 
by no means enviable. If a flooded river must be crossed to save some 
cattle carrying the brand of the outfit he worked for, he plunged in 
and braved the torrents with their driftwood and their deadly "drag"; 
if a fifty-mile ride was necessary in order to save a horse, he took 
it; if an all-night vigil beside a herd of freezing stock was necessary 


to save those animals, the vigil was cheerfully undertaken. © 


ned vase Selwyn, "The Stampede", Prairie Patchwork or Western Poems 


for Western People (Winnipeg: Stovel, 1910), pp.75-76. 
ed ae Kelly, op.cit., p.13. 
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Many and many a night the cowboys sat on their horses, bundled 
to the ears, while the bitter winds of ten and twenty below 
zero swept across the prairies; and there are known instances 
where cowboys whose feet and legs were frozen remained by the 
herd and pulled it through until relief came, The employer's 
stock was their own; a theft was a personal loss and a mark 
against the character of the cowboys working for the outfit. 4 


The stockmen were a "breed apart": 


They are a breed apart, these riders of open spaces; 
Brown with the sun of summer, weathered by rain and wind. 


Riding tall in the wenn eyes on far horizons; 
By character out of nature. > 


ewes eeeves eevee @eotrereeveee er ee eee eeeve 


C.M. MacInnes also depicts the cowpuncher in his total environ- 


ment though he may take a too restrictive view: 


A life that was lonely, frequently dangerous and always hard, 
spent on the open range, produced a man of few words, vigorous 

in body and self-confident in spirit, Obliged by the nature 

of his work to rely upon his own resources and to take his own 
line of action, he was often impatient of discipline and almost 
aggressive in his independence. At the same time, he was 8 
both courteous and honest, and his unmistakable cavalier swagger 
always gave him distinction. Except when he went to town for a 
few days' relaxation, the cowboy's world was the range on which he 
lived. Of the great problems of his age he knew nothing, and he 
usually had an arrogant contempt for cities and those who dwelt 

in them, So long as he had the sunshine and wind of the prairie, 
horses to ride, steers to lasso and herds to manage, he was content © 


Undoubtedly the vocation of the cowboy commanded his undivided attention 
and complete devotion, but it was by no means as restrictive as MacInnes' 
portrayal suggests. Such a life did not circumscribe the cowboy's 
mind to make him oblivious of the affairs of the outside world. Few, 
if any were completely illiterate; and many of them, the Americans in- 
cluded, were "college graduates, artists, [and] musicians", °/ It is 
64Tbid., pp.13-14. 
©5anonymous, "A Breed Apart", Calgary Herald, April 22, 1961. 
66cm, MacInnes, op.cit., p.250. 
67Edna Kells, op.cit., p.72. 
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48 
curious that MacInnes creates such an impression of the cowboy, especial- 
ly since he himself was born and brought up in the country whose his- 


tory he Examines °f 


The nostalgia that many ranchers felt when the days of the open 
range were obviously beginning to be numbered is evident in their 
writing. Although the immediate effect of the coming of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway®? was to stimulate greatly the ranching industry by 
opening up wider markets, it really marked the beginning of the end. 
The railway as an “ardent champion of immigration'/? opened up the way 
for settlement on a large scale. This meant the fencing of the range. 
Rather than expressing bitterness towards the C.P.R. for ultimately 
lowering the curtain on an era in Southern Alberta's history, the lit- 
erature indicates that the ranchers continued to remember the days in 
which the railway brought prosperity with new and wider markets. The 
sentimental thrills of Alberta ranchers providing cattle for the English 
market, as indicated in the following stanza by Arthur Peake, and the 
material prosperity which resulted perhaps erased any grievances held 
against the C.P.R. 


Did you ever follow the beef herd 
from the Stockyard to the Sea, 

And then get aboard a cattle-boat 
and cross the Ocean free?/! 


eeeverveveeeeeereeeeeseeeeseeeeeee ee eee 


Lachlin McKinnon in his autobiography has nothing but praise for the 
Ger eka He recalls that in 1903, when the C.P.R. began to develop 
the area near Carseland for irrigation, the ranchers were aware that 


such developments would eventually bring an end to their free range. 


68 porn in Calgary in 1891, MacInnes was sent to Eastern Canada to 
be educated, Graduating from Dalhousie University, he then went on to 
be a student at Balliol College, Oxford and a professor at Bristol Univ- 
ersity. MacInnes had overcome the blindness with which he was afflict- 
ed from childhood to achieve eminence among Britain's historians. 


6%Nereafter designated as C.P.R. 
706M, MacInnes, op.cit., p.24l1. 
714A, Peake, "The Cattle Boat", op.cit. 
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49 
Nevertheless they looked forward to the country being settled,” 
Although the irrigation canals were dangerous to the cattle because in 
winter they would blindly wander into them and although at times the 
canals annoyed the rancher because his cattle refused to go near the 
newly disturbed earth or cross the newly constructed bridges, "the 
C.P.R. was not responsible to us for any inconveniences caused by 
these new developments, Instead we were indebted to them for con- 
tinuing to allow free grazing until such times as they had the land 
sold or under contract to become occupied by new settlers with dif- 
ferent ideas of making it provide wealth", 73 

When studying the verse honouring the C.P.R., however, one 
must take into consideration that most of it was written for the 
annual Old-time Range Men's Dinnexs’¢ given by the C.P.R. at the 
Palliser Hotel in Calgary. Not only was most of the poetry written 
especially for these occasions, but the passage of time may also 
have dimmed any prejudices which the ranchers felt against the rail- 
way. 


The Railroad Corral 


Oh, come take up your cinches, come shake out your reins; 
Come wake up your old bronco and break for the plains, 
Come roust out your steers for the long chaparral 

For the outfit is off to the C.P. corral. 


eeeeveeeveev eer eeree es eeeeeeeeeeereeeeeee see e@eoneeeeeveevr eee eee eee ee 


But the longest of days must reach evening at last, 

The hills all climbed, the creeks all past; 

The tired herd droops in the yellowing light; 

Let them loaf if they will, for the railroad's in sight. 


72, McKinnon, Lacklin McKinnon, 1865-1948 (Calgary: J.D. 
McAra, n.d.), p.64. 
73Ibid., p.78. 


747he use of the term "dinner" as opposed to the now popular 
Americanism "banquet" may be the persisting influence of British trad- 
ition. 
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So flap up your holster and snap up your belt 
And strap up your saddle whose lap you have felt; 
Goodbye to the steers from the long chaparral, 


For there's a town that's a trunk by the C.P, corral, ’> 


The Range Men's Dinner 


Time has changed this picture, 
Today we don't ride so far. 

Once a year we gather here 

As guests of the C.P.R. 

This outfit was a part of the life we lived, 
They know us for what we were 
They run the round-up wagon now - 
It is known as "The Palliser". 
Time has changed this country, 
Maybe it has changed us too. 

The old landmarks have disappeared, 
There is little left for us to do. 
Many of our friends are gone, 

Some have travelled far; 

But in the heart of all of us 

Is a place for the C.P.R./ 


Although the C.P.R. assisted in the advance of homesteaders, it 
was really the Order-in-Council of 1892 which struck the final death- 
blow to the ranching industry. All persons who held leases which did 
not provide for homesteading or for railway development would be 
notified that their leases would be terminated after December JL 1896. 
The result was at once apparent, Either the ranchers had to sell out 
completely because of the lack of grazing lands, or they had to adapt 
themselves to the new situation and undertake mixed farming. Con- 
trary to popular belief, however, bitter feuds, such as those which 
had arisen when the same stage of development was reached in the United 


States’’, did not develop between the ranchers and the advancing frontier 


7>5anonymous, Sixteenth Annual Old-Time Range Men's Dinner 
Programme, July 8, 1947. 


76y, Wilde, Twenty-Second Annual Old-Time Range Men's Dinner 
Programme, July 7, 1953. 


Pe Ties, op.cit.,. pp.92-93. 
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51 
of homesteaders, Perhaps one reason for this was that the Alberta 
range was more bountifully watered so that the incoming settlers did 
not affect the water supply as much, 78 Moreover the ranchers in 
Alberta seemed more disposed to accept the hand of fate; they knew that 
they were unable to remain immune from the effects of the encroaching 
settlement. Rather than rebel against their ultimate destiny, they 
wisely began to adapt themselves to submit gracefully to the inevit- 
able. The Macleod Gazette used its influence to prevent the develop- 
ment in Canada of the settler-rancher feuds which had plagued her 
American neighbour earlier. The weekly was in fact a powerful advocate of 
the settlement of Southern Alberta. The issue of September 22, 1885 
reports: 


The absurd stories of settlers being murdered and robbed by 
cattlemen are absolutely untrue. The source of these stories 
would probably be found in the hanging of horse or cattle- 
thieves, who may have masqueraded as settlers. But very few 
cases can be cited of where bona fide genuine settlers have 
been treated otherwise than kindly by the cattlemen of the 


western plains. Turning to our own country, it is diffi- 
cult to find a reason for the abuse which is being heaped 
upon our cowmen by a few eastern newspapers. Whatever may 


have been the case in the States, there has been no attempt 
here to "grab" everything. Whether the leasing system is 
good or bad one for the country, and it is certain that it 
has not been of any great benefit to it: the cattlemen them- 
selves cannot be held to account for it. The terms of their 
leases gave them absolute control over the lands leased for 
twenty-one years. There are very few cases where the least 
disposition has been shown to disturb settlers, and when any 
action has been taken, it has been in the case of those who 
have taken up a piece of land useless for agriculture, 
valuable for cattle purposes, and to be used as a pure 
speculation . . . Taken as a body, the cattlemen are not 
showing themselves inimical to settlement . . . The Govern- 
ment may have given them a monopoly, but they have, unlike 
most monopolists, not used it, to the detriment of the people 
at large. 


The only major dispute between the settlers and ranchers re- 
corded in the annals of the history of the ranching industry in South- 


ern Alberta was that involving the Walrond Ranch.’ Dr. McEachran, 
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79MacLeod Gazette, August 27, 1891. 
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52 
manager of the ranch, was determined to rid his leases of settlers , 
thinking if he once did so, all his troubles would be ae He was 
however doomed to be disappointed as the Macleod Gazette foretold: 
"That warfare must, in the natural course of events, be constant. When 
these are gone others will come... . Therefore, if this policy is 
persisted in, the Walrond ranche must be prepared to exist in a con- 
stant turmoil . . . We cannot hide from ourselves the fact that the 
government are very much to blame for the existing state of affairs as 
regards the Walrond ranche", °4 The Macleod Gazette was perceptive 
enough to realize that the cancellation of leases was vital to the 
prosperity of Alberta. Finally in 1896 the Government terminated the 
long-term leasing system. Settlers began to pour into the country, 
and mutual assistance soon developed between rancher and homesteader. 
The Cochrane Ranch, for example, let out their weaned calves, their 
yearlings, and two-year old steers in small bunches of one to three 
hundred head to reliable settlers in the neighbourhood of their 
aaoae. In return H.E. Church, who left England at the early age of 
eighteen to homestead in the Sheep Creek area in 1888, refers to ranchers 


helping with the harvest.°* He also recalls that the farmers 


. . . didn't depend on the farm altogether -- one or other was 
often working on some one of the big ranches, riding or fencing. 
In the summer of 1891, the Quorn Ranch offered me the job of 
going to England with some beef cattle they were sending over -- 
two train loads, about 520. There was not much pay attached to 
it, but one got a free pass back to Calgary from Liverpool, and 
I rather jumped at the offer. 


801 oc cit. The settlers involved in this particular dispute 
were W.T.V. Dunbar and Samuel Dunbar. 
81 


82 


Loc.cLe. 
occ. 
83Macleod Gazette, July 28, 1899. 


84y E. Church, An Emigrant to the Canadian North-West (London: 


Methuen, 1929), p.17. Church was educated at a grammar school in 
England and before his departure to Canada was for a short time at 
University College, London. 


85tbid., p.4l. 
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53 
Many of the settlers were also contracted to carry out the haying oper- 
ations for the ranchers, Robert Stead makes use of such a setting for 
the opening of his novel Dennison Grant. The motivating force behind 
the plot begins when Transley, a settler-to-be, undertakes the haying 
operations for the Y.D. ranch: 


Transley galloped all that night into the foothills; when he 
returned next evening he had a contract with the Y.D. to cut 
all the hay from the ranch buildings to The Forks, 86 


Gradually stock-raising gave way to mixed farming. One of the 
most enterprising stockmen in the Pincher Creek district described the 
situation to the editor of the Macleod Gazette in some such words as 
the following: "The day of the free range in our part of the country is 
over. We have to change our methods or get out. And I, for one, am 
learning, Mahomet-like to go to the mountain, seeing the mountain will 
not come to me. I am changing my methods".87 The round-up which 
took place after the disastrous winter of 1906-1907 marked the end of 
the era of large-scale ranching. "When the wagons of the last general 
round-up of 1907 pulled in that fall, the days of the ‘Open Range', the 
"Old Time Cowboy', and the 'General Roundup’ had become a thing of the 


wenciee 


The range days are over, the old cowmen gone, 
Their era is past and their last round-up is done. 
No more in Alberta will there e'er be again, 

Such beef herds, such freedom, such living, such men!>? 


A new tempo pulsated throughout Southern Alberta. This was aptly 


portrayed by the Okotoks Advance: 


86Robert Stead, Dennison Grant, pp.1-2. 


87Macleod Gazette, September 2, 1901. 


88 igh River Pioneers' and Old Timers' Association, op.cit., 


p.279. 
89,nonymous, "Lament of the Old Cowhand", 
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The hitherto ranchers . . . many of whom have turned their 
attention to grain growing, are busy threshing their grain and 
the steam thresher is in evidence throughout the locality. 
Still the crack of the cowboy's whip and his hearty hi! hi!? 
and yip: yip! is still heard as he rushes his bunch of cattle 
to the station for shipment. 


Although the era of large-scale ranching was over, the spirit of 
those days continued to live on through the recollections of the old- 
timers and through the prose and verse which those days inspired. Not 
even barb wire could comb out the charm of the past. Those like A.L,. 
Freebairn and C.B. Dick, who knew ranching during its early period, 
always looked back on it with fond nostalgia: 


The Walrond Range 


eeoevoervreeveeveseer eeoereereeereeeeeevee eee eeeeseeeoeer eer eevee eve eeeee 


I'm tired of the sights and the city's bright lights, 
I long for the peace of the range, 
The spell of the mountains; majestic and grand, 
The nights that are awesome and strange; 
The men who will smile as they cuss you the while 
In a language no preacher employs -- 
You can take it from me, that I'd sure like to be 
On the range with the old Waldron boys. 


I sit here and dream of that far away scene, 
And live it all over again; 

The round-up, the branding, the heat and the dust, 
The free open life on the plain; 

The lure of the past that forever will last, 
For distance ne'er dims or destroys -- 

You can take it from me, it's worth while to be 
On the range with the old Waldron boys. 


Mokotoks Advance, October 28, 1909. 


la. Freebairn, Kootenai Brown and Other Western Poems (net... 
co Nae Sm eo I | 8 According to Chapter 12 of Freebairn's article, "Pincher 
Creek, Then and Now'', which appeared in the Pincher Creek Echo, June 12, 
1969, Freebairn began to write his first verse after his mother's death 


in 1926. 
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Trails Fenced 


Where are the prairie trails today 
The trails we used to ride; 
The trails that stretched on o'er the plains, 
With never a fence to guide; 
The trails where cowboys galloped along 
In their happy reckless way 
And sang their songs of prairie life, 
And thought of their work as play. 


Where are they now? The boys we knew 
When we used to ride the plains 
Wrangling horses, and branding calves, 
Regardless of snow or rains, 

Where are they now? I ask the wind -- 
But I ask it all in vain 

For the only sound that comes to me 


Is the song of the rustling grain, 2° 


ceeoenroeeeev ee eeeeereeeeereoeseeeeeeeeseseeeseee seve 


The life of the rancher and cowboy has faded into the pages of 
history, but the spirit of those days has lived on in the literature 
which they inspired. That spirit was not that of the "wild and 
woolly" American West but it was that of Alberta, distinctively in- 
spired by the foothill environment and by its peculiar class of in- 
habitants. The fusing of the social and moral codes of a British- 
Eastern Canadian society with the ranching techniques of the American 
West produced a distinctive ranching community. 

The attempt, however, to put the Southern Alberta experience 
into the myth of the American West began early. A contemporary 
article in an issue of the Macleod Gazette, written by Mr. Cook, the 
American correspondent of the London Times, attempted to portray the 
ranching community as very American in its manners and customs; but 
the first and last lines of the article indicate that Mr. Cook's pre- 


conceived notion of the Canadian West was false. 


92¢.B. Dick, Trails I've Ridden (Calgary: J.W. Dick, 1946), p.9. 
Catherine B. Dick was born in Nova Scotia in 1891 and migrated with her 
parents and family in the late nineties to the foothill cattle country 


south of Calgary. 
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The management of these ranches is generally in the hands 
of Englishmen and Scotchmen with Ontario men, but the foremen, 
herders, and cowboys are mostly from the States. In fact, this 
district, its towns, and manner and methods are very American, 
so that it seems much like a section of the western American 
frontier. The cowboy dialect rules supreme in the talk of the 
people, while the American national game of "draw poker (and the 
Gazette would add stud poker)" flourishes exuberantly at Fort 
Macleod and elsewhere. Horses and cattle are all the talk; 
about the speed and exuberance and racing abilities of the 
former, and the numbers and value of the latter. The cowboy 
who can ride the fastest and "round-up" the largest herd is 
the popular hero in this part of Alberta ... It must be 
stated to the credit of Alberta, however, that the roughness 
of manner displayed generally along the frontier is wanting 
here and that the cattlemen are kind and hospitable. 


The literature associated with the ranching industry in Southern 
Alberta is an explicit demonstration of the individual and human factor 
in the history of Southern Alberta's great ranching enterprises. In 
that body of literature one finds the collective consciousness which 
enables one to interpret the phenomena of the peculiar society, the 


institutions, regulations, and manners established by it. 


93Macleod Gazette, November 30, 1886. 
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CHAPTER III 
THE AMERICAN MYTH IN THE LITERATURE OF SOUTHERN ALBERTA 


Many Canadians incorrectly tend to regard the ranching industry 
in Southern Alberta as a mere extension of that south of the border. 
Even such a reputable historian as W.S, MacNutt with the editorial 
support of J.M.S. Careless and R.C. Brown countenances such a dubious 
view: 


Calgary itself was an outpost of the cattle industry from 
over the border . . . . Macleod could produce Canada's 
best version of a wild west. The famous Camoose House, 
kept by an ex-trader, ex-preacher, and squawman, was the 
resort of all the whiskey vendors, bull-whackers, and mule- 
skinners of the region who called themselves ranchers. 


It is the result of such writings as the above that many have come to 
associate life on the Alberta rangelands with that of the "wild and 
woolly" American West, failing to realize at the same time that such a 
life was that perpetuated by an ubiquitous myth which has permeated the 
American past. Thus, contrary to fact, there has emerged an incom- 
plete and inaccurate notion which has gone far to eclipse the dis- 
tinctive ranching image in Southern Alberta. Only by studying the 
history and the literature associated with the Albertan ranching in- 
dustry is one able to obtain a proper perspective on the life which 
such an industry fostered. 

The historic era of the open range with its cattlemen, cowboys, 
trail herds, chuckwagons, round-ups, broncho busters, and top cutting 
and roping horses has been a subject upon which fiction writers, 
motion picture producers, stampede and rodeo managements, singers and 
dude ranches have thrived. Never, however, has such an era been 
more misunderstood or misrepresented, Absurd and exaggerated pic- 
tures have been painted of the great livestock industry and those 


engaged in it; and the cowboy, in particular, has been the subject of 


lw.s. MacNutt, "The 1880s", in The Canadians 1867-1967, ed. by 
J.M.S. Careless and R.C. Brown (Toronto: Macmillan, 1967), pp.83-84. 


2G. Weadick, Alberta Cow Country (unpublished manuscript, 1953), 
preface. 
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58 
the greatest distortions. This false representation has been the con- 
sequence of the public's insistence upon a distorted caricature.> They 
do not seek or ask for the soul that lies beneath.* Rather, they de- 
mand pictures of cowboys isolated from their larger environments. They 
want cowboys depicted as incredibly chivalrous, as romantic lovers, 
"always ready to ride hard to the rescue of persecuted damaeLa!i-" in 
fact, as a "modern embodiment of the medieval knight, armed with a six- 
shooter instead of a lance", © By way of foil to so much virtue, they 
insist upon an outlaw figure, incredibly villainous, galloping hard to 
safety, firing his gun wildly, shooting the bottles off the saloon 
shelves, and killing scores of men without the slightest qualm of 
guilt.’ Never has the cowboy been more maligned than when the novel- 
ists and movie directors, mostly American, succumb to such demands 
rather than assessing properly the value of the material at their dis- 
posal. The cowboy's lifetime of labour and toil is entirely disre- 
garded and the true and human part of his life is dismissed. Left 
only is wild romance with plenty of gunsmoke, cheap and inaccurate cow- 
boy slang, trimmed with an educated writer's English. 

This has been the inevitable result of the misinterpretation of 
American history. Before the day of the railroad in the American 
West, a certain hazy mystery surrounded the West, a mystery characteris- 
tic of all unknown and not easily accessible regions. Consequently — 
the imagination was drawn upon for vivid descriptions of western life. 
Life was represented as made up of fierce and terrible battles with 


Indians and desperadoes; and because the outlaw character was just suf- 


35, Nor th,jop.cit., pink. North is mostly concerned with ad- 
monishing the American public for demanding the mythical life of the 
cowboy and failing to realize at the same time that such a life was 
indeed imaginary, but his criticisms are equally valid for the Canadian 
public. 


4hoc.cit. 
SIbid., p.13. 
6Loc.cit. 


7Loc.cit. 
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59 
ficiently a reality to render the pictorial and other representations of 
him not altogether without foundation, many, in their tender and gulli- 
ble youth, took the trail for the Golden West, armed with a .22 revolver 
and the best carving knife. They were intent upon becoming desperadoes, 
train-robbers, and Indian fighters. Many did fulfil their dreams of 
an exciting career, but most of those who wanted to be "bad men" failed 
in their ambitions because the desperado business had ceased to be either 
profitable or healthy.® "Quiet, unassuming men, who were not in the 
bad-man profession and attended strictly to their business, had an un- 
comfortable way of taking away the desperadoes' [sic] gun, and making 
him perform in a way highly amusing to the onlookers, but undignified 
and humiliating from a bad man's point of view".? Consequently only 
the more recent arrivals, the tenderfeet from the East, were foolish 
enough to try to impress upon people -- principally women and children -- 
that they were really daring "bad men" who would shoot on sight. Thus 
the myth which has permeated the history of the American West is a dis- 
torted caricature of actual history. Only Hollywood, ''the lowest 
common denominator of the American mind where myths are masaaproduced'!?. 
continues to perpetuate such a false fagade. Unfortunately such a re- 
presentation of history has been identified with that of the Canadian 
West. 

The majority, however, of those writings on ranching life in 
Southern Alberta deliberately attempt to place the cowboy and rancher: in 
their total context as objectively and accurately as possible. This 
has been the result of the writers' insistence upon the destruction of 
the inaccurate notion that the American myth is applicable to the Can- 


adian West. Rather than adopting the American tendency to exploit the 


8macleod Gazette, July 28, 1899. 


9%Loc.cit. 


103 .M.s. Careless, "Frontierism, Metropolitanism, and Canadian 


History", Approaches to Canadian History (Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 1967), p.69. 
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blood-curdling and sensational, they emphasize the uniqueness of their 
ranching industry, 

As previously mentioned!! , most of those who came to the Cana- 
dian range in the early 1880's comprised a class of people vastly dif- 
ferent from the indigenous frontier population of the American West. /4 
They were not the "wild and woolly" Westerners of American novels and 
movies but were rather "representatives of the metropolitan culture of 
the east or of the stratified social milieu of rural Britain",+3 
Furthermore the American cowpokes who constituted the nucleus of those 
who carried out the daily routines of the ranches were not the rene- 
gades of the American myth, Those that were inclined to be high- 
spirited and disrespectful of law were deterred by the presence of the 
North-West Mounted Police. Thus, although it was the transfer of the 
ranching industry from the American ranges which determined the hand- 
ling of the stock, the working dress, and the vocational speech of the 


14 it was the presence of the synthesized society described 


cowboys 
above which determined the distinctness and separateness of the ranch- 
ing industry in Southern Alberta as an entity. 

That the rough and festive cowboy of Texas and Oregon had no 
counterpart in the Canadian west? has been attributed to various 
factors. Firstly, whereas the trailing of large herds to market played 
a major role in the ranching scene of the American West, it failed to do 
so in Southern Alberta because of the limited extent of the rangelands. 
The distances which market herds had to be trailed in order to reach the 


C.P.R. corrals were negligible in comparison to those travelled by the 


longhorns of Texas, a breed peculiar to the States because of their 


llgee Introduction, p.1; Chapter II, p.25. 
12y 4, Breen, op.cit., pp.23 and 29, 
13tbid., p.23. 


14p iF, Sharp, Whoop-Up Country (Minneapolis: University of 
Minnesota Press, 1955), p.240. 


15calgary Herald, 2, 11, (63), November 12, 1884 as cited by 
L.G. Thomas, "The Rancher and the City: Calgary and the Cattlemen, 


1883-1914", Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, p.206. 
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ability to move anywhere across the wide expanses of open plain, l® Be- 


cause it was the old-time trail drivers, not the ranchers and cowpunch- 
ers, who furnished the basic myths and the local colour for the "wild 
and woolly" American west! ? the Canadian West, which had no need for 
trail drivers, was spared the objectionable specimens of the breed. 
The arrival and constant vigilance of the North-West Mounted 
Police was a second factor in dismissing the Texan outlaw from the 
Alberta scene. Whereas the frontier of settlement outdistanced 
effective administration and the establishment of order in the American 
West, the opposite was true of Canada. Rarely did the ranchers take 
the law into their own hands. It appears that their "inherent 
British respect for legal authority and the desire to perpetuate the 
traditional survived the period of exposure to the destructive in- 
fluences of the frontier™!® and thus precluded the possibility of the 


ranchers administering their own justice > 


Although one may doubt the 
permanence of acquired characteristics, one cannot overlook the fact 
that the deadly persistence with which the Mounted Police followed up 
the bands of cattle-rustlers, horse-thieves, and prohibition breakers 
did have a sobering effect upon the Alberta renegade. Consequently 

the inhabitants of the foothills had a high respect for their "wardens 
of the plains". Even a cowboy law-breaker in Robert Stead's novel, 


The Homesteaders, shared their view: 


It was the first time in a long experience that he found that 
law could be rigorous and yet absolutely just. It upset his 
whole crude philosophy of his relation to society and the 
state, and stretched before him the straight and easy road 

to citizenship. 


The Americans south of the border also admired the force. The Macleod 


Gazette quoted an article from the Chicago Interior: 


165 3, Frantz and J.E. Choate, The American Cowboy, The Myth and 
the Reality (University of Oklahoma Press, 1955), pp.55-56. 


17tbhid., p.53. 
18p fF, Snarp,. Op.cit., patil. 


19p y, Breen, op.cit., p.50. 
20p, Stead, The Homesteaders (Toronto: Musson Book Co., 1916), 
Belils 
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We are not so anxious to annex Canada as we are to see some 

of her good ideas transplanted to this side of the border. 
Throughout the whole extent of her vast western dominions 

you will not find an outlaw, or hear of a case of lynching. 

It is not because she has to deal with a class of frontiersmen 
so different from those of our own Western States, but because 
she has laws and executes them. You can go nowhere, not even 
in the fastnesses of the Rockies or the isolation of the 
Selkirks, without finding the scarlet uniforms of her mounted 
police, You feel everywhere the presence of protecting law. 
You are made to realize that you are in a land of order, and 


that Y OYT person and property are under the care of the common- 
wealth. 


Of course it would be incorrect to assume that the Canadian 
West was completely devoid of those few who were born outlaws and 
died outlaws; but it would not be too presumptuous to conclude that 
they were the exceptions in Canada, so much so, that when one appeared 
on the scene he received great publicity. In 1895 the Macleod Gazette 
boasted that "for only the second time since the establishment of the 
Gazette in 1882, have we been called upon to record a shooting scrape 
in this district. On Friday last Mr. John Lamar, foreman of the Wal- 
rond ranche, shot [not fatally] Mr. Gilbert McKay One infamous 
outlaw, E. Cashel, who came to Alberta from the United States in 1902, 
was the first person to be hanged in the Calgary jail.*? 

The presence of the North-West Mounted Police certainly helped 
to determine the character of the Canadian West. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that when in 1895 the federal government proposed to reduce 
the force, loud cries of opposition were roused. The Macleod Gazette 
was particularly vehement and published many letters to the editor. 

One disturbed rancher wrote: 


There is no doubt upon the matter of the reductions of the 
police, and to do so, as contemplated, would not only be a 
territorial but a national calamity . . . To reduce the police 
at the present time, or for years to come, would be a false 
economy and an ill-advised one, and it would be a grave in- 
justice to the ranchers and settlers of the Territories. 


2lMacleod Gazette, February 2, 1894. 
22tbid., December 6, 1895. 


23.1, Ritchie, "He Was an Outlaw'', Canadian Cattleman (Calgary: 
volIV, no.1, June 1941). 
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Take away our police protection? Where would we be? Simply 
at the mercy of the marauders south of the line, who would 
not be slow to take advantage of our unprotected right and 
make this a field for their nefarious operations. 4 


Five months later the Gazette drew upon a shooting incident at Coutts 
as ammunition against the government's proposal: 


The recent shooting scrapes in Montana form one of the 
very strongest arguments for the maintenance at full strength 
in this district of the N.W.M. Police force. The two men who 
have recently done the shooting in Montana were for some time 
located right here in Macleod. They were in no sense of the 
word 'terrors', and never made any bad breaks. Why? Because 
they were thoroughly afraid of the Mtd. Police. A great many of 
these men who have posed as 'terrors' and bad men on the other 
side, have lived in this part of the country, and have generally 
behaved like lambs. Some of them have gone so far as to admit 
that the terror business is improbable while the Mtd. Police are 
around, As an old timer remarked the other day in talking this 
matter over, "take the police away, and the C.P.R. would be held 
up once a week", 25 


Although the force was eventually reduced, it had already left a per- 
manent mark upon the Canadian West. 

A third factor in dismissing the American outlaw from the Can- 
adian scene was the government's early inauguration of the lease- 
system. Because such a plan preceded the rapid development of the 
ranching industry in Southern Alberta in the 1880's, it eliminated or at 
least deterred the development of any feuds among the ranchers them- 
selves and between ranchers and settlers. That the lease-system did 
not always provide effective regulation is less important than the fact 
that there was a regulatory scheme. 29 

Thus the environmental setting which shaped the ranching indus- 
try of Southern Alberta, the establishment of order by the North-West 
Mounted Police, the very nature of the force itself -- a body steeped in 
British tradition, and the provision of a system of lease regulations 


were all Canadian actions which eliminated the American outlaw from the 


24uacleod Gazette, March 8, 1895. 
251bid., August 30, 1895. 


261 Gc, Thomas, "Early Years of Ranching in Alberta" (unpublish- 
ed manuscript). 
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27 


Canadian scene, In this respect the ranching industry of Southern 


Alberta was distinctly and peculiarly Canadian, 

Although the"Texan renegade" was virtually absent from the 
Alberta scene, there were nevertheless a few individuals who tended to 
exploit his colourful reputation. The cowboy, "Old Schaps", writes 
at the Little Bow Round-up Camp on June 22, 1895: 


There is a harmless class of men who go to the country 
fairs, drink lemonade, and then make believe they are drunk, 
to make the girls believe that they are awful wild; men that 
dress themselves up in the garb of cowboys, spurs the size 
of small cartwheels, hat cut with a scissors and covered with 
mud to look old and tough. . , 

As a class they are harmless: a little inclined to be 
boisterous when the lemon begins to work, but the good people 
of Calgary should not encourage them; strangers might take them 
for genuine and go away with a bad impression of the country in 
general, and the cowman in particular... 

In the name of genuine cow-men, I ask you a favour. When 
one of the breed makes himself so ridiculous that he is run in 
as dangerous, do not pander to his vanity by describing him as 
a cow-boy, and do not bring discredit on the cow-men of Alberta 
by linking their calling with such as he. 


The Calgary Herald had earlier asserted that "such men are losing their 
time here: Alberta has no use for them", 9 
It was the pride in his distinct identity which made the Alberta 
cowboy so insistent upon his assertion that the American myth was in- 
congruous with the reality of the rangelands of Alberta. Fred Ings 
testifies: 


I can't recall that there was the rowdy lawless behaviour of 

the storybooks, when cowboys went to town. In fact, on trips 
to town, their guns were generally left at home. When electric 
lights were installed years later in the towns, the successors 
to our range men thought it smart to shoot them out, but in the 
old days if anyone with too much moonshine aboard started to be 
noisy or play the fool, the police quickly looked after him... 


27Loc. cit. 


28'01d Schaps", "Dude", Alberta Historical Review (Edmonton: vol. 
XII, Autumn, 1964), p.24 as cited from Alberta Tribune. 


29calgary Herald, January 30, 1884. 
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There were not the shooting frays here the books have taught 
us to associate with western life, In all my years on the 
range I seldom saw a gun drawn in anger, 20 


H.E. Church, self-consciously an author and diarist, gave further 
testimony to the life as it actually was when he stated: 


One reads a lot about cowboys carrying and using "guns", 

Very likely the stories are more or less true of the Western 
States, but nothing of the kind ever happened in Calgary in 

my time. In fact, it was the regular custom to leave your 

"gun" at the livery stable with your horse and saddle outfit... 
There may have been "gunmen" in the country, but if so they kept 
good and quiet, If you saw a man in town wearing a "gun", big 
Spurs jingling, wide hat, and a silk handkerchief, you could be 
quite certain that he was a "tenderfoot"; the real cow-puncher 
would not dream of making such an exhibition of himself. 


Guns were only used on the range, for example, when it was necessary to 
shoot wolves or turn a band of stampeding cattle or horses. Thus the 
gun, as well as.a good horse, saddle, lariat, quirt, flannel shirt, 
strong, durable pants, boots with a high heel that would hold tight in 
the stirrups, schapps, spurs, a buckskin jacket, a hat, and a handker- 
chief with which to protect the face from dust, were all part of a cow- 
man's trade and not the mere paraphernalia of a mythical hero or ruffian, 

The majority of the novels written about Southern Alberta like 
those of Isabel Paterson, Ralph Conner, Bessie Marchant, Louise Riley, 
Carter Goodloe, and Onoto Watanna>“, portray the cowboy as he really 
was, In Robert Stead's novel, The Homesteaders, one of the principal 
characters, Beulah, runs away from her home in Manitoba to live with — 
some family friends on a ranch south-west of Calgary. While she is 
there she discovers that: 


the cowboys . . . were as unlike the cowboys of fiction and 
of her imagination as a Manitoba steer is unlike his Alberta 
brother; they do not carry revolvers, nor swagger in highboots, 
or rip the air with their profanity; and their table manners 
reminded her of George and Harry Grant, and the Grants were 


outstanding examples of right living in the Plainville district. 3 


30F , Ings, op.cit., pp.62-63. 
han. Church, op.cit., pp.34-35. 

324 discussion of some of these novels will follow in the next 
chapter. 


33 R, Stead, The Homesteaders, p.266. 
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Southern Alberta's ranching society certainly did not conform to 
the popular myth propogated by the pulp magazines, movies, and tele- 
vision, Nevertheless there are a few novelists who portrayed the 
life of the cowboy of Southern Alberta in terms of the myth of the 
"wild and woolly" American West. John Mackie's titles, The Devil's 
Playground, Sinners Twain, and The Prodigal's Brother, are indicative 
of his highly romantic style. Although Mackie set out to describe 
life as it really was and as he witnessed it while an officer of the 
North-West Mounted Police, he failed to comprehend the dramatic impact 
of the environment, particularly its monotony, on character and ordin- 


34 Thus, like American novelists such as 


ary human relationships. 
Zane Grey, he tends to play up the exciting incidents at the expense 
of atmosphere and characterization’> and in so doing gives a false re- 
presentation of life in the Canadian West. In his novel The Heart of 
the Prairie-°, for example, Mackie gives a highly fictionalized account 
of the experiences of an English boy on a ranch in the Cypress Hills. 
Rather than describing the intriguing actualities of such a life, 
Mackie dwells lovingly on mysterious escapades revolving about the Lake 
of the Lost Spirits and on encounters with ''bad men" and blood-thirsty 
Indians, This concentration on the thrilling and breath-taking was 
probably the result of Mackie's awareness of what the reading public 
desired in a novel. By importing the American myth into his writings 
of Southern Alberta, Mackie hoped his novels would sell. This assump- 
tion that his novels were dictated by the taste of the general public 
is an underlying one in the attempt to solve the critical problem of 
interpreting the motives of the writer. If the assumption is true, 
then such literature is certainly suspect for its historical validity. 
Whereas the Southern Alberta locale as Mackie portrays it is 


consistently mythical in character, George Surrey allows reality to 


34p A. McCourt, The Canadian West in Fiction (Toronto: Ryerson, 
1949) , -p.135. 


33,0c.cit. 
363, Mackie, The Heart of the Prairie (London: G. Newnes, 1901). 
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creep into his novel, An Outlaw of the Plains.>/ He makes his wild west 


figure an exception to the rule. Nevertheless he succumbs to the tempt- 


ations of the exciting and adventurous. Steve Heweitt, the central 
character, is an Englishman who has gone to Canada to seek his fortune. 
Upon riding into Calgary one day, he finds a letter informing him that 
he has been jilted. Anger welling in him, he ropes an officer of the 
North-West Mounted Police and from that hour seals his fate. Smart- 
ing from the injury done to him by his girl in England, he chooses the 
free life of outlawry rather than surrender to the authorities. The 
story then becomes breathless in its interest. The new-born outlaw 
drives in his spurs and sends his wonder-stricken cayuse galloping 
"“fgll dicks; "At the same instant he slipped out from under his 

coat the gun he carried there, a long Colt's Frontier 45, and rapid- 

ly discharged shot after shot, entirely after the manner of the cow- 
puncher on the spree so beloved of the magazine writer and reader... 
Surrey, however, makes one significant qualification. He goes on to 
state that these actions were "a distinct novelty to Canada, then or at 
any period", 2? Surrey, like the man he characterizes, is caught be- 
tween two choices: to delve into the breath-taking escapades so pop- 
ular in Western American mythology or to depict as accurately as possi- 
ble the life of an outlaw on the Alberta range. Unable to make the 
choice, Surrey attempts to find a happy medium by portraying those 


events characteristic of the "wild and woolly" West in an Alberta setting 


where "th' law ain't apt to sympathize none with a man's private enjoy- 


ments, whether he's in his right mind or just plain drunk", 40 Such a 


farcical mingling of situations is completely incongruous with actuality 


and thus is a dismal failure. 


41 


R. Leighton in his novel Rattlesnake Ranch” succumbs, like 


37g, Surrey, An Outlaw of the Plains (London: H. Jenkins, 1922). 
381bid., p2o4 

391oc.cit. 

40Tbid., p.25. 


41p, Leighton, Rattlesnake Ranch: A Story of Adventure in the 
Great North West (London: C.A, Pearson, 1912). 
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68 
Surrey, to the error of believing he could create a novel dictated by 
the desires of the popular public and by his desire to portray life on 
the rangelands of Southern Alberta. The result is a distortion of 
reality. Although one learns that the ranchers in the foothills 
around Canmore are mostly English and that they are of the era when 
mixed farming is beginning to take precedence, such material is merely 
preliminary. Leighton is more enthralled by the romanticism of re- 
lating the treacheries of an outlaw gang trying to ruin a widow and her 
family on Rattlesnake Ranch. Such a plot unsurprisingly results in an 
officer of the North-West Mounted Police emerging as the hero. 

Amy Lucy, who adopted the pseudonmyn Luke Allan, is perhaps the 
most successful in attempting to portray the composite picture drawn 
upon the mythical pattern of life in the American West and the actual 
way of life in Southern Alberta. A British author, said by his pub- 
lisher to be a dangerous rival to Zane Grey, Luke Allan wrote a series 
of novels focused upon his popular character, Blue-Pete, the half- 
breed. 42 Setting his novels in the rangelands around Medicine Hat, 
Allan concentrates upon the round-ups, cattle rustling, the construction 
of the transcontinental railway, and the North-West Mounted Police. Al- 
though he too at times gives way in this series to the colour and ex- 
citement of the imaginary life propagated by the American myth, his 
novel Lone Trail43, in which Blue-Pete does nor appear, describes the 
actual life of the range country in which his other novels are set. 

The ranch here is owned and directed by an Englishman but managed by the 
experienced and capable hands of an American cowboy. Mention is made 
of shipping cattle by rail for market in England. One also learns that 
"out there on the prairie no house is locked. There, where the nearest 
neighbour may be hours of hard riding distant, no decent woman need be 


at Cowboys "carried rifles only on special work on the 


afraid", 
42500 Bibliography for titles of particular novels. 
431 uke Allan, The Lone Trail (London: H. Jenkins, n.d.), p.48. 


44,oc.cit. 


ia 
aad x ; 7 
‘ 


ad ‘bsJsdoib Ieyon s sindxs, biuoo sf griyalios to 10579 oy a 


no sill Wmi3%60 \d Stkeob, ald’ yd bas otidug a6fuqoq att 20 voxte 
ta noktyoIatb 6 ef aiuveex SAT. .a2yedTA axsau02 to ebnategn sts 


7 
i'rdjoo? efi nt @ysdone1 edd 3642 entesl sno davonsiA ie 


oedu sts odd To. ute vod Jed pects yiteom ors s1omne) | 
yiszem alt i: i isckeee tote ,sarebsdeiq S483 03 gatonigoed at -—" 
ads od boligsdine stom ek mos fgied vrenimt! 
torl bra wobiw ¢ aivt 03 oAivII Snba Pen 118 3a astistioss 33 ods gots 

ne mk erivesr ylgntaitquuacy Jolq & pais . donee otaneoi3s 2-0 Ee 
»xsf 59 ea gonigzame soblot basn yo teaW- ito sfl3 to 1991 


ne di 


-9y 20 meloljnsooy 


edt agarreq ef ,nslIA stud aymnobusagq siia bedqobs onw (eo: ‘wk af 


- 
we1b sivgsiq sdtzoqmo» aid yaxrt20g a2 gnidgqmests at acura 


lsujon sda bus JesW msoivsaA 99 mi stint To n3s33 Bq Leotdagm add 

; = 
-doq etd vo biee  ,xodijus delarai A .so79dfA nrariuee on att Ro 
= 


aire stor oslbA sotnl .yes7D esasS o3 Jevia suvotegna sb 2 5 Sd of 
-ilsed si ,st9T-9018 .1S5398sedo rsliudo Og aid og | boevset wii 


stitotbsM brivors abnelenznny sad ni elevon ain gnis998 ae 29 
solvouzsenos sii ,sniisevur siszao .equ-bavor eds noqu wien WELL 


-fA ‘sotfo4 batnyuoM tesW-dayoM sd3 bas .yswilis2 isjasntsaogene 
-xa bre woos ef. 02 esiise eldi nk yaw asvig esinks 38. 008 Geen: 
atd .doyo napisomA edi yd betsgeqorq stihl yTathgame ond to 2 
Pr5ash ,269qq8 tom ag0b ste%~oula doidw ni Lo yeaa oid 
.t9@ s1s alsvon veto etd doidw at yrgotos seqer Sag to a 


efi vd bageansm tud asmdetligna ns yd basosxib bas honmwo- at seit” 
pss 


sham ei cotinss <yYodwo> msoizemA ns io ebnsd sidaqes) bas oa 


toma aniasl oats en0, .basignd ni jodaay 202 Iist yd” ‘9Isae0 4 
' Jestaen 903 si4riw ,.stsdT .bsdaol al seuod Qn ebthe3q sda! no “ 


ite ; , = ue ry 
od'bsen samow tusosb on ,jnptetb x anibrs peated ‘axued od | ——e W0d. 
, b i ig yo 
oft no Arow Isiosqe nO. yIno = boirsaa! eyodwod 

\ _ i ™ re y 


ess i ; 1 Se a © | i 
i _  »abevon reiuols req to esata jot vdeo : id . 


a 4 ea! pay 
y Sob8 a - ares; 


i (,b.a ents inal “Mt sabes), Leet ano = iT tie 
® : 7 = nN > 7 -_ aa 


69 
he 45 ; 
prairie", In his Western Canada a man could "lift the latch on any 
ranch in the country, any day, and time''46, there was "a plate and a 


bed for you as long as you wish[ed] to remain",4/ 


Allan also gives 
a glimpse of table manners on the Alberta range: 


In the dining-room they [the ranchers and cowboys and their 
families] became more formal than the freshest "remittance- 
man" from "back home", They might hanker’ to seize their soup 
plates and gulp the contents into impatient throats, but they 
genteelly spooned it up, tilting it daintily to the last dro. 


48 
Allan relates this setting to the American myth by having cowboys in 
his plot expose an Eastern journalist to their artificial creation of 
a "wild and woolly" West because they knew that such an impression of 
the Canadian West was held by the tenderfoot. In so doing they were 
able to negate the myth and portray actuality. Thus. it is-in.this 
novel that Allan is most successful in creating a composite plot 
drawn upon two polarities, that of the mythical life in the American 
West and that of the range life in Southern Alberta. 

The majority of those writing about Southern Alberta did re- 
cognize the distinctiveness of the ranching community there and appear 
to have made it their prime concern to portray it realistically. It 
is their reminiscences, memoirs and articles that, in the aggregate, 
give an unimpeachable picture of the practising Alberta cowhand of 


other Weeades. 


Their works are treated more fully in the next 
chapter. 

Although most of the literature associated with ranching in 
Southern Alberta refutes the conception that the American myth applies 
equally to the Canadian West, that inaccurate assumption survives in 


the minds of Canadians and their foreign visitors. The American myth 


451bid., p.42. 
*Orpid., p.68. 
4M oc cit. 

48tbid., (pss 


495 BR. Frantz and J.E. Choate, op.cit., p.193. 
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70 
has become naturalized into the Canadian environment in so far as the 
modern rodeos, and particularly the Calgary Stampede, have capitalized 
on the picturesque events of the life and spirit of the ranchers and 
cowboys of past decades. What has emerged is not a picture of the 
cowboy of the past but the distorted and exaggerated portrayals of 
the modern interpretation. Poems like the following give unmistak- 
able evidence of the way in which the American myth has become nat- 
uralized into the Canadian setting. 

Calgary Stampede 
With the jingle of bit and toss of the rein 
We're hittin' the trail for Calgary again! 


The Stampede's comin' our horses are keen, 
The prizes? Good as they ever have been. 


The bronks are tough, but we'll ride ‘em or bust, 

For even good riders will bite the dust, 

The longhorns are slick, they'll sure make us ride, 
With their stiff-legg'd jumps and their slipp'ry hide. 


So dig out your Stetson, and throw out your chest, 
We'll show you a glimpse of the old, real West, 
When the men were men and could ride and rope, 

And I'll bet you'll yell and say, "That's the dope! 


The origin of the popular modern rodeos and stampedes lies in 
those post-round-up celebrations of the ranching era when all the cow- 
boys representing the various ranches were afforded full opportunity © 
to display their prowess at riding bucking bronchos, roping calves 
and steers, and other forms of sport peculiar to their Sal dineare 
However in 1912 the genuine rodeo of the past gave way to its modern 
interpretation. H.C, McMullen, General Live-Stock Agent of the Cana- 
dian Pacific Railway, and Guy Weadick, one of the younger generation of 


riders and ropers, conceived the idea of organizing a mammoth celebra- 


tion patterned after those in vogue in the great cattle states to the 


50¢ 3. Dick, op.cit., p.15. 
SlH.W. Riley, op.cit., p.399. 
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52 
south, Although immensely successful in their undertaking, the old- 
time cowboys such as R. Brodrick, lamented the false interpretation put 
on the life of their past. He cynically writes: 


When I came to the N.W.T. there was only one class of 
cowpuncher, that was an honest-to-goodness grass cowboy -- 
a man or boy, who was ready, let it rain, let it snow, let 
it blow . . . 1912 came and from then on there was another 
class of cowpuncher. I might safely call him a dirt- 
cowpuncher . . . He was a man or a boy, brought up on a 
back lot in Chicago, or some other Big City, who had no 
idea what grass was used for except as a carpet to cover 
the brown dirt in a City Park . . . One of these would-be 
cowboys picked up a paper one day and saw the picture of a 
Western cowpuncher roping and hogtying a steer and said that 
was easy. Then and there he got the stave out of an old 
vinegar barrel, sharpened it on one end, drove it into the 
ground, looked seriously at it, and imagined it was old dogie 
lying down with one horn sticking up. 


W.J. Wilde, also an old-time cowpuncher, communicates in verse that the 
stampedes of today, particularly the Calgary Stampede, are exaggera- 
tions of reality. He is particularly irate at Calgary for adopting 
the White Stetson as their symbol of the past, a representation of 
their ranching heritage and a token of the warm hospitality of former 
eras. 
The Big White Hat 
Today we try to live the past, 
The West's romantic days, 


The dress, the habits of the ranch 
In many different ways. 


The Stampede breathes the spirit 
That was out upon the range, 

The cowboys and their outfits 
All show the greatest change. 


The boots are a good deal splashier now, 
We all go along with these, 

The shirts are gaudier than we knew, 

As they blow out in the breeze. 


521912 Stampede Programme, Guy Weadick Papers, Hive 


53R. Brodrick, "The First Calgary Stampedes", Canadian Cattle- 
man (Calgary: vol.II, no.l, June, 1939), p.208. 
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The one thing that a cowboy didn't do 
In the days of long ago, 

Was to wear a big ten-gallon hat, 

The colour of the snow. 


It is good to see the town's folk, 
Dressed up in ranch attire, 

With shirts of blue -- and overalls, 
And handkerchiefs red as fire. 


But let's get back to cowboy hats, 

Small, and the colour of dobie dirt, 

We can string along with the shiny boots, 
And the multi-coloured shirt. 


But to the big white hat, 

Every cowboy should say ''no", 

It's too much like a gopher-hole mound, 
That's all covered over with snow. 


It is evident from the above discussion that most of those 
writing about Southern Alberta reveal the distinctiveness of the life 
of its ranching community and to this extent offer useful evidence for 
the nature of that distinctiveness. Although many consciously em- 
phasize that such an industry was not a mere extension of that of the 
American West, it is their unconscious contributions which have gen- 
erally offered more credible proof that their industry was uniquely 
Canadian, moulded by the environment and the nature of the ranching 
society. Admittedly some writers, particularly the novelists, have 
succumbed, perhaps unintentionally, to the temptation to write for 
popular appreciation, They have attempted to relate the blood- 
curdling and sensational to the Alberta scene and in so doing have pro- 
duced a distorted caricature. Thus it is the writings of those appre- 
ciative of the reality of Southern Alberta's ranching industry that have 


revealed the distinctiveness of that enterprise. 


W.J.°* Wilde, ‘op.cit. 
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CHAPTER IV 
AUTHENTICITY IN SOUTHERN ALBERTA'S RANCHING LITERATURE 


Among the fiction writers are several whose works support the 
view that Southern Alberta ranching had a distinctive quality. Ralph 
Connor, Robert Stead, Bessie Marchant, Onoto Watanna, Carter Goodloe, 
and Louise Riley convey to their readers a sense of fidelity to the 
Alberta scene, 

Charles Gordon, who wrote under the pseudonym of Ralph Connor, 
was so impressed by the beauty of the Alberta rangelands that he placed 
his novel The Sky Pilot in the foothill setting. Like the descrip- 
tions of Moira O'Neill, Connor's novel offers one of the most memor- 
able pen-pictures of the Southern Alberta ranching country. 


Beyond the prairies and in the shadow of the Rockies lie 
the Foothills . .. . They extend for about a hundred miles 
only, but no other hundred miles of the great West are so 
full of interest and romance, The natural features of the 
country combine the beauties of prairie and of mountain 
scenery .. . . Here are the great ranges on which feed 
herds of cattle and horses. Here are the homes of the 
ranchmen, in whose wild, free, lonely existence there 
mingles much of the tragedy and comedy, the humor and 
pathos, that go to make up the romance of life. Among 
them are to be found the most enterprising, the most daring, 
of the peoples of the old lands. The broken, the outcast, 
the disappointed, these too have found their way to the 
ranches among the Foothilis. | 


Having spent some time in the foothill country, Connor was able 
to base his fictitious characters on real personages, most of whom were 
of Eastern Canadian or British heritage. His descriptions of the 
Southern Alberta society support the view that the nature of the ranch- 
ing community was indeed different from that portrayed by the American 
myth. Like others who visited the Canadian West for the first time, 
Connor expressed surprise in his novel "at the grace of the bows made 
me" when he was introduced to the Company of the Noble Seven, a group 


of "roughly-dressed wild-looking fellows".* Learning their background, 


lRalph Connor, The Sky Pilot, A Tale of the Foothills (Toronto: 
Westminster, 1899), pp.11-12. 


2Tbid., p.25. 
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74 
Connor realized why he might have been deceived into thinking he was in 
a London drawing-room? when the introductions were made: 


Well born and delicately bred in that atmosphere of culture 
mingled with a sturdy common sense and a certain high chivalry 
which surrounds the stately homes of Britain, these young lads, 
freed from the restraints of custom and surrounding, soon shed 
all that was superficial in their make-up and stood forth in the 
naked simplicity of their native manhood. The West discovered 
and revealed the man in them, sometimes to their honour, often 
to their shame. 


Unlike many other writers, Connor has not capitalized on the remittance 
man of caricature, He portrays the English rancher in much the same 


way as does historian C.M. MacInnes.> 


That the ranching society was 
distinctively British in character Connor gives further evidence: 


At the Ashley Ranch the traditionsof Ashley Court were pre- 
served as far as possible. The Hon. Fred appeared at the 
wolf-hunts in riding-breeches and top boots, with hunting 
crop and English saddle, while in all the appointments of the 
house the customs of the English home were observed. It was 
characteristic, however, of western life that his two cowboys, 
Hi Kendal and Bronco Bill, felt themselves quite his social 
equals, though in the presence of his beautiful stately wife, 
they confessed that they "rather weakened", 


That "beautiful, stately wife", Lady Charlotte, is reputed to have been 
in actual life Lady Adela Charlotte Cochrane, daughter of the Earl of 
Stradbroke, who married T.B.H. Cochrane, son of Admiral Sir Thomas 
Cochrane of England.’ 

When examining the literature of Southern Alberta's ranching 
industry, the historian may reasonably xheeas, Connor's description of 
the ranching community as the account of an eye-witness. 

Robert Stead, who was born in Ontario but grew up in the West, 
gives a similar but much briefer insight into the nature of Southern 


Alberta's ranching society in his novel Dennison Grant. One of his 


3Loc.cit. 

4Ibid., pp.26-27. 

See Doth. 

6Ralfth Connor, Oprclt., (Peale 


1D.E. Brown, "A History of the Cochrane Area" (Edmonton: Un- 
published Master's Thesis, 1951), p.37. 
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75 
characters was an American rancher who moved to the foothills of 
Alberta. Barely across the border, the American was introduced to the 
customs of the area: 


"Listen!" the older man continued, in sharp, clear-cut notes. 
"You are a stranger not only to our trails, but our customs. 

You are a young man. Let me give you some advice. First -- 
get rid of that artillery. It will do you more harm than good. 
And second, when a stranger speakes to you civilly, answer him 
the same. My name is Wilson -~ Frank Wilson, and if you settle 
in the foothills, you'll find me a decent neighbour, as soon as 
you are able to appreciate decency", 

To his own great surprise, Y.D. took his dressing down in 
silence. There was a poise in Wilson's manner that enforced 
respect. He recognized in him the English rancher of good 
family; usually a man of fine courtesy with reasonable bounds; 
always a hard hitter when those bounds are exceeded. 


In describing one of the rancher's wives, Stead also points out that 
"there was a touch of culture" in the manner she received her guests. 
Since Stead grew up in the West, he also is a credible witness. Ete 8 
also significant to note that both his novels pertaining to the ranching 
scene, The Cowpuncher (1918) and Dennison Grant, were received with 
great enthusiasm, The Cowpuncher sold over fifty thousand copies, 


and Dennison Grant was also recognized as a Canadian "' best seller", 1° 


The latter had a wide circulation even in England and mostraliae-- 
Bessie Marchant, in her novel A Daughter of the Ranges, wrote of 
the time when "the old order of things was changing; land was being en- 
closed with fences in all directions; the irrigation system of Leth- 
bridge was spreading fast; small farms of a hundred and sixty acres were 
being bought up, each one with water privileges on the canals; and the 
country which . . . [one] had first known as a sun-dried solitude was 


becoming a populated districniee” Ranching was becoming entwined 


8p. Stead, Dennison Grant, pp.23-24, 


9tpid., p.10. 
10x .K, Bowker, "Robert Stead: An Interview", Canadian Bookman 
(Toronto: Bookcraft, April, 1923), p.99. 


Llpoc. cit. 


123, Marchant, A Daughter of the Ranges (London: Blackie & 
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76 
with farming. Although a fight over an irrigation flume triggers the 
events of the plot, one soon learns that this was not one of those 
rancher-settler feuds common in the American West, but virtually absent 
in Southern Alberta. Thus at the very outset, Bessie Marchant places 
her plot in a peculiarly Alberta setting. 

As a result of the injury incurred by the English rancher in 
the defence of his irrigation flume, his young daughter and her cousin 
are forced to manage the affairs of the ranch, both stockraising and 
the growing of wheat, oats, and sugar beets. Although Marchant 
naturally makes a heroine of her "daughter of the ranges'', she re- 
frains from clothing her in the sensational dress of a Western 
American heroine as does one Alberta cowpuncher in his poem, "Where 
You Find 'Em". Lee Wrigglesworth's basic theme in that poem is almost 
identical to Bessie Marchant's except that it has yielded to the stereo- 
types of his American background as two stanzas will indicate: 


Her cattle roam the sage-land wide; 
The ranch is hers, her old man died; 
Bequeathed her all his blood-earned Jack, 
Then for the Unknown Range made track. 


Tho' fair this damsel packs a gun 

And pots the rough-necks, every one; 
Flirts too with danger just a bit; 

The outlaw bronc prefers to sit; 
Come round-up time or branding then 


Her skill at roping shames the men, 13 


eevee eeereeeeeeeeeseseereeecneeereeeeee eee eeeveae 


As the plot of Marchant's novel unfolds, one also learns that 
"the stockmen were all of the typical cow-boy class, not the reckless 
care-for-nothing kind of individuals so beloved in a certain sort of 
fiction, but sober, hard-working fellows; a little rough in manner and 
speech perhaps, yet lacking nothing in chivalrous deference to the two 


girls whose business had brought them into such an unusual scene for 


13; Wrigglesworth, 'Where You Find 'Em". Wrigglesworth (1882- 
1956) was born at Hull, Iowa but lived in Ontario, Minnesota, and Wis- 
consin before coming to Olds, Alberta in 1903. He moved to Didsbury 
in 1911 and retired in Calgary in 1948. 
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women to figure int, 14 A Daughter of the Ranges is distinctively 


Albertan and again refutes the assumption that the Canadian West was a 
facsimile of the ranches further south. 

W.E.B. Reeve, who wrote under the pseudonym of Onoto Watanna, 
drew upon her experiences on an Alberta ranch for creating the plot of 
her novel Cattle!>, which focuses upon the events of four ranches in 
the Alberta foothills west of Calgary in the vicinity of the Elbow 
River. Like Marchant she also recalls the era of ranching when set- 
tlers began to move in to transform the ranches into mixed farms. 
Although the plot is fictitious and somewhat romanticized, place names 
are real and the ranching life and society portrayed supports the view 
that the Southern Alberta community was distinctive in character. 

Like Connor, Reeve is sympathetic towards the so-called "remittance 
man": 


One of the anomalies of the ranching country of Alberta is 

the wide difference in the type of people upon the farms and 
ranches. Where on one place may be a man who can neither 
read nor write, his neighbour, and often his chum and "pal", 
will be the son of an English lord, one of those odd derelicts 
that drift over from the old land and adapt themselves to the 
ranch life, and more often than not return unwillingly to 
their homes, 


Carter Goodloe in his collection of stories in his book At the 
Foot of the Rockies?! dismisses completely the sensational so popular 
in Western American novels. Goodloe collected his material from his 
experiences during a summer spent at the Mounted Police detachment at 


Fort Macleod, which, Goodloe states, was in miniature the life of the 


14). Marchane; op.cit., pp.1l5-116. 


159, Watanna, Cattle (London: Hutchinson, 1923). Although born 
in Montreal in 1879, Winnifred Reeve spent the early years of her life 
in New York. It was there that she obtained her literary fame. Dur- 
ing the eighteen years spent in New York she wrote and sold fifteen 
novels and hundreds of short stories. Desks, pens, and organizations 
were named in her honour. Upon her second marriage, however, Mrs, 
Reeve went to live with her husband on his ranch in the Alberta foot- 


hrbls: 
l6[bid., p.227. 


17¢, Goodloe, At the Foot of the Rockies (New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1905). 
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18 
whole vast country. There were to be found the three factors which 
made life in the Territories what it was: the British soldier, the 


Indian, and the settler. 19 About the settler, Goodloe goes on to 


elaborate: 


And then there was the settler -- usually the young English 
rancher, for, of course, north-west Canada is not only an 
excellent place to send wild younger sons, spendthrifts, and 
profligate young gentlemen whose families are sick of being 
beggared and disgraced by them at home, but is a fresh and 
remunerative field for hosts of big young Britishers who wish 

to start life for themselves, and who find England a trifle 
small. The land is full of them, and we enjoyed them and their 
‘polo matches and gymkhana races and house-parties immensely. 


Such a testimony gives irrefutable proof of the unique nature of the 
Southern Alberta ranching society. Although Goodloe tends to cap- 
italize on the follies of the "remittance man'' to some extent, he does 
so in a humorous fashion and with tongue in cheek. 

Louise Riley, who wrote The Mystery Horse! for the pre-teenage 
group, has also caught the true flavour of the Alberta ranching setting. 
Born in Calgary and closely associated with the ranches in the High 
River district all her life, she was fully qualified to portray the 
foothill environment and the ranching industry which it fostered. So 
vivid are her descriptions, in fact, that one can almost hear ''the 
gurgle of the mountain streams, smell the dust and sweat of honest work, 


and breathe deeply of the fresh clean air of the Foothills".77 


18thid., p.viii. 
191 oc. cit. 
20tbid., p.ix. 


a Riley, The Mystery Horse (Toronto: Copp Clark, c. 1950). 
Louise Riley (1904-1957) was the daughter of one of Calgary's best 
known pioneers, Ezra Hounsfield Riley, whose original homestead was lo- 
cated on the present site of the Jubilee Auditorium, Her father gave 
the city the land which is now Riley Park and was instrumental in build- 
ing St. Barnabas' Anglican Church. Louise was educated at St. Hilda's 
School for Girls in Calgary, and at McGill University she majored in 
English. She also took a course in library work at the University of 
Wisconsin where she majored in children's libraries. Returning to 
Calgary, she became assistant librarian and later children's librarian 
at the Calgary Public Library. 


225, Jameson, "Book Review", Review of The Mystery Horse, by L. 
Riley, Canadian Cattleman (Calgary: vol.XIII, no.12, December, 1950), p.28. 
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These novelists leave their readers with the impression that 


their primary motive was a realistic and accurate portrayal of the 


ranching scene, By conveying a sense of fidelity to the Southern 


Alberta setting, their works furnish ample proof of the distinctive- 


ness of the ranching community. 
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CONCLUSION 


Through a close analysis of the literature associated with the 
ranching industry of Southern Alberta one is made aware of the great 
impact the environment had upon the inhabitants of the ranching com- 
munity, of the peculiar and distinctive nature of that community, and 
of a deliberate effort to refute the conception that the American myth 
pertained to the Canadian West. As possible historical evidence, that 
body of literature can serve as an invaluable tool to the historian. 
It gives him a wider perspective in his understanding of the entire 
history of the ranching era, Here, in the literary expressions of 
the individual, he obtains a composite picture of man in his social 
group. By studying the types of imagery which constitute the col- 
lective consciousness, he is able to reinterpret the phenomena of that 
particular society, the institutions, regulations, and manners estab- 
lished by it, in such a manner as to support, refute, or modify pop- 
ular accounts. 

Just as the pioneer historian C.M. MacInnes has given evidence 
that the ranching society of Southern Alberta was distinctively 
"Canadian" in its peculiar fusion of British, Eastern Canadian, and 
American elements, so do most of the poets and novelists who wrote 
about ranching, Admittedly there are some exceptions. 

When studying the literature associated with Southern Alberta's 
ranching industry, one not only realizes that the society it describes 
is distinctly "Canadian" but that also the literature itself is pe- 
culiarly "Canadian". In its conscious and unconscious effort to 
describe realistically life on the Alberta rangelands, this literature 
becomes particularly regional in character. The traditionally in- 
herited elements are not only an implicit part of the material at the 
writers' disposal but become characteristic of the product produced, 
In remembering their roots and memorializing them in their prose and 
verse, these writers have contributed to the healthy movement towards 
nationalism in Canadian literature. 


Although the general body of literature associated with Southern 
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81 
Alberta's ranching industry supports the view that the ranching industry 
was not merely an extension of that south of the border, there are 
nevertheless various means in which the American myth has naturalized 
itself into the Alberta setting. Not only has it been propagated by 
movie directors and certain novelists, mostly American, but it has 
been annually rejuvenated in the festivities of the Calgary Stampede. 
Since the 1930's, the "greatest outdoor show on earth" has been 
tainted with commercialism. Developing at the expense of a horse show, 
which failed to attract the attention of the general public, it now has 
all the glamour and excitement of the "wild and woolly" West. It is 
probably the attractive picture portrayed by the Calgary Stampede 
which has contributed more than any other medium to the partial 


eclipse of the distinctiveness of Southern Alberta's ranching industry. 
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Roe, Frank Gilbert. "Remittance Men," Alberta Historical Review, 
Edmonton: vol.II, no.1, January, 1954, pp. 3ff. 


Scargill, M.H. "A Pilot Study of Alberta Speech: Vocabulary." 


Journal of Canadian Linguistics Association, vol.I, October, 
1954, pp.21-22. 


"Canadian English and Canadian Culture in Alberta." 


Journal of Canadian Linguistics Association, vol.I, March, 
1955, pp.26-29, 


Sheppard, Bert. "A Saga of a Broncho Buster." Canadian Cattleman, 
Calgary: vol.X, no.3, December, 1947, pp.131-161, passim, 


"The Remittance Man," Scarlet and Gold, 48th edition, 1966, pp. 
117-118. 


Thomas, L.G, "The Rancher and the City: Calgary and the Cattlemen, 


1883-1914." Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, 
vol.VI, series IV, June, 1968, pp.203-215. 


Watt, F.W. "Western Myth, The World of Ralph Connor." Canadian 
Literature, Vancouver, University of British Columbia, no.1l, 
Summer, 1959, pp.26-36. 


Weadick, Guy. "Origin of the Calgary Stampede."" Alberta Historical 
Review, Edmonton: vol.XIV, no.4, Autumn, 1966, pp.20-24. 


r "Pete Knight."" Canadian Cattleman, Calgary: vol.VII, 
no.1, June, 1944, pp.14-35, passim. 


. "Range Men and Their Outfits.'' Canadian Cattleman, 
Calgary: vol.XII, no.4, November, 1949, pp.16-29, passim. 


- "The Return of the ‘Yellow Kid'."" Canadian Cattleman, 
Calgary: vol.XII, no.1, June, 1949, pp.8-45, passim. 


Weinard, Philip. "Early High River and the Whiskey Traders." 
Alberta Historical Review, Edmonton: vol.IV, no.4, Autumn, 
1956, pp.12-16. 


Wilde, W.J. "Qut Where the West Begins."" Canadian Cattleman, Calgary: 
vol.X, no.l, June, 1947, pp.28-36, passim. . 


Wrigglesworth, Lee. "The Cowboy's Hymn.'"' Canadian Cattleman, Calgary: 
vol.II, no.4, March, 1940, p.362. 


pbs lijs) sebososo " 2ttisu0 sis] Sms nem aah : “i 


ce 
‘ 

1: 

: vt 
a 


fiatem ./F. 1 itnts0eehk avijerngeld nekbeos) 20 Damme | a). 


pimsguA ,».0on .VI.loy ine Ijnoma wetvoR 


5133.80 netbean: _eeot0 ,J.A of tanheast ot" 86.2. Ah 
»  gOb-StE gq , 0801 .Jodnmaqee .S-oh (EEE. tov xegied 


he |! 
4 wef ‘Vy srfsesa2 sazediA to ybadd DohET A” Ht, M (fit se 


f1orgBlooaeaA 2 jetTounnl nsibanso bas, are nel 


en —s Deemer nares Sete Fe OS = 
sa" is .q ARE (ete! , 


—, 


~e.! 


wifuD astbens® bas detlgnd methane" 4 


ae RS Ok. Gd BRO 


‘5! " +53aut odonosa B&B 20 sgRe AY’ 2108 wraicbt 
: ang 


Pr .on- -%. Lov yam had (t4 = 


Bp ,bloD bre Jelwase ‘ 718M saqna3 imo 
Swot sat Vil 


= , 
{ :votO oft bos yedonea a ail 2.1 2am 


Swan _Isyod, oft 20 enotionsaesT d101~€88L 


-—=- a a ue oe AS i 
—cOS.qq cool ; soul -VE ast1o8 IV. low an 


— oi 
soonted dqylek to bixoW eAT dog oseseew aw A 
| ; . taU .zsvvoonsy * <quusexo3tt 
08-308 .9q 220! jremmat - 


a bd ¥ 4 - obsqms22 visa isd afi3 10 nigt 0" oe. ‘dol 
.6S-O0S aq ,8d@l ,amsduA (Alon .VIK Tie vod momba - wolven 


sie oO: ‘Ia . nem J JIS) nes bene) Idx tad o30T" m = 
'smieeaq ,cé sae ORO nani oa “ve 
OS-af.aqq ,CdCL (ysdmsvol Alon VEER. fOW 2a eB a 


xf isY" sdd Be ‘asuzea cag 
-8,gq , 20! | ath fan i o-paiadalli 


‘ erabesT yasetdW odd cbase 2zavie “dyke ae 


pemoljiso) nsibearnd  ".eniged tea ot woh 400" J ‘a wo 
id '" ~wbgeaq ,ve- “es iy Wher 1a “Aaa aie ov 


'yodwo’. ‘out Pm 


astbensdS "“.amyHoe 


~e . ROE 8 


96 
Cy CLIPPINGS FROM NEWSPAPER FILE AT GLENBOW LIBRARY 


Baldwin, Barbara. "Early Cowboys of the West Differ from 1964 Vintage." 
Calgary Herald, n.d. 


Bathhurst, John. "Old Jim, Cowboy, is Paid Tribute by an Oldtimer." 
Calgary Herald, May 7, 1923. 


Carpenter, Frank G. "Sporty Town in Calgary." Boston Sunday Globe, 
March 11, 1906. 


"Cowboy Recalls Cold Christmases: re Ray Bagley." Calgary Albertan, 
November 30, 1961. 


"Cowpoke's Pay About $25 Monthly in 1937." Brooks Bulletin, August 
14, 1969, (Reprinted from Calgary Herald, July 24, 1937.) 


"Lament of the Old Cowhand."" Brooks Bulletin, January 26, 1967. 
Liddell, Ken. "The Remittance Man."" Western Producer, June 4, 1959. 


Rempel, George J. "A Breed Apart." Calgary Herald, April 22, 1961. 


IV. THESES AND UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS 


Breen, David H. "The Cattle Compact: The Ranch Community in Southern 
Alberta, 1881-1896." University of Calgary: Unpublished Master's 
Thesis, May, 1969. 


Brown, D.E. "A History of the Cochrane Area." Edmonton: Unpublished 
Master's Thesis, 1951. 


Bussard, Lawrence H. "Early History of Calgary."' University of 
Alberta: Unpublished Master's Thesis, April, 1935. 


Diller, Dorothy. "The Early Economic Development of Alberta Previous 
to 1905." University of Alberta: Unpublished Master's Thesis, 
1923, 


Sproule, A.F. "The Role of Patrick Burns in the Development of 
Western Canada." University of Alberta: Unpublished Master's 
Thesis, 1962. 


Thomas, L.G. "Early Years of Ranching in Alberta.'' Unpublished 
manuscript. 


§ "The Ranching Period in Southern Alberta." University 
of Alberta: Unpublished Master's Thesis, 1935. 


Jies9v inl 
CO 


besrlat fduqail 


' si xeadiaA ni 


"83 19dTA bseobeen att 


co 
? ies 
Ld 


a 
9 
47 Lisei tof a 
TiA to YI f25 


19928) 


bet 
. ‘ j 
\ ; 
ry : i jf 
WARY. WOEKGLO TA S109 AATATAWEM MOR comet 
NS 
+A07f : i oO pe 23 jeaW 3 if i0-¢ yodwa i (ix oa” A oo “@ 
/ bn biszeH wil at 
de : P 
. iybiO ni iuttatT bist ef ,yodwod mat BIO” pot ja 
rCOr' § yam , blesai yoes is) 
{D . vies ait abl vi%eqe" Danna’ cael 
; does Al ota oa 
1 
j tie in 
. smjetidd bid. @ffscen “ 
: fae 08 zedmev Pie 
', H- 
' VEOr mt videaoM 288 1uOdA vad pec peo)! 
saisd mowi bejntiqs®) Pek. AL _.. 
= ' ft 7 at > ie 
. Silud edooxa ~ *, baativod sO ont 20 Jaga J 
# va) ) : q - Z 
R rsi20W. "eM 35n8a fimes off" .ned . 1fabbi 
= a i o : = 5 red 
tJ val: .“ 376¢A Besta A” mS 931089 ¢ 
— M — : : 
- J ws ; ial 
TIADCUMAM OS eLISU MY Ok aaeant iI 
re 
1 lone odT s2e ee alsiap ant" -H Apdo wah svt 
fduaaty. f yvytitexrsvini .OQBl-188 1 satedtA 
! 
- eer vee (beet 
ur 2 
; : >» i ea 
a 50 , - A, re1d20D 92 To yiosel A" te wr 
£201 eheadt @ 'yoJeaM 
. ee, 
. ° od 288 yixea" | .H sonotwad , by 
“1 a -ro3aeM berfet iduqal :etsedt a 
4 se 
iIA io tnemdolsusd tues che sit"' Wha + 
6M bedetid sun d{A-to ¢ihaxavin eden oo 
& ay Se mm 
inamqolyvsd sag al sagas 3 
borfeliduqaU +eirzedtiA 


7 


, 
ary 
a Se , 


_ 


TITLES OR FIRST LINES OF POEMS ASSOCIATED WITH 
SOUTHERN ALBERTA'S RANCHING INDUSTRY 


APRS Rab OINS Rain oo os occa nc cnnccuncevn re .S.E.M. Warren 


ITs ay ee R. . Die enc o'ann 0 cc evan ihck c Cadekus - A.L. Freebairn 
ML peria sunrise #yAn......scescus PEE AEE ME IO L.G. Gardiner 
PSB MGI os de cae a'nin cis aa cucini lesa ac.*.¢s ditt saynarren 
Alberta's Answer to the "Law of the Yukon"........ R. Sivell 

At a Cowboy Dance..... Sin mis, seus eee eseccecvccccessee ANONYMOUS 
Metcniera ss elie ROCK LEH. . cus sce dw se als a's oleic Gn fone G.M. Trinder 
MR TIEMUIMTTL Sg oe nc tin cca n. suy.a. maa setceeeses at ate ieen ie wecscis, Demme 


Pig St ial Gee So 00.0, o.u.,0,0.a,0. 0.0.5.0, 010,058. 4. 9:0, 0,0. 0,0,0.0.0,0,4, Ae lidanmecbairn 


Bagowhite Hat. The.......-0.< A ee Or ae. rp tere 
EE NG goal cere Ck a on te ac ais pc mencnctiee hick. Wied ee 
RUM UE Fae i en ok kk ee daa eR «,5,0,6,0,0:4 0.5.0.0, ADO YIUS 
ee Oe, ING 6 «ona 0. 4. 5.6,5, 0.0.0.0, 0,0.6.6,0/0,0,0, 010,010 av.oc, Re, Bagley 

Bi chiiskey ach etl lig,? Ab, deutern ausauds chbiate Sundulle.s.c.c.<.0.0.0,- . R. Bagley 
PCE Cee TNO eee wh oe dey sues Wtetarakeenta G20. Higinbothan 
PES CSE EH 1 ets ea a RET EP eee Ne GRRE TI TO La pr R. Sivell 
Pepi WONG UD... sca ass 0 s.00 0.0.0.0.0.58.2 Shasta AT A. Peake 
ARIAL Yous, Datnt Mele eaaritchavas'< o.0.0 0.4.0.9 0.0.0.6.9,0.5.6.0.¢,05,00.04, ea Gananar- Smith 
ReGen Pers sk Cen ee heck ee 8 ek eae wie ete ates R.M. Shubley 
tees Chey state Footit lla)... .).< -\c.s.c x s.ect es -. A.G. Broder 
Great, Sw ueen ot the West"... . 2 s.0s.0s.0.s.+.0.00. 0.0 R. Sivell 
RE AACR CTT tr ee cP ans ois ad Nac a edie ae ek G. Dick 
Oabeee, Stammeda asINe. .. occ sesecues OE ee Cee me: 3 Pre 
Galea Stampede, THE... . o.<s00 2.0 s.s,.0.2.0 Ie ga sueaceece, Oe. leas 

TS a oe ee Oe | PS Perey wenn -, Ge ew. 

IETS RS Cd a eae eebdccie ts cess audueie edie eiaie A eurln R. Sivell 

PL LE i gy ag eg RR ne tare s WaNsee wk ase a eee a nate wees 6 8 os A. Peake 

PS SU Pd 2 eg gga ae ne Cae aianatata ee tate ce ads ete ee 

Mr eas (Ce UL LING. o's so s,0 2 50.0 8 ccisis. tae sss 6s Anonymous 
Gananian Rockies, The.....s.«. Wise pie eines oe acon ee . A.L. Freebairn 
Gake Grabetd) VEUNE: oo cic es ses PY ON fra oe eo Pap PPM PRP R. Savage 

re Cr PS Se os ce ss 6d 8.0.0 te oe cee ti areas nis oe. Cae, De 

Gar seat. the, Pradri ey. Te wel SinewsSiavee > « nee os, ae V Semis 
PON. beads 3s 5.0.5) 9 x0 UN oe eeate Reus aur es uecdeatae cee L.A. Maze 
Ghinook.4; The. «1. . a, ee ee a dng wit cetae ei Oe Meteo adit te ..-. AL. Freebairn 
Ghinook, The.’.... Le ROR OP FOE CRN Ee Ce nme: pure RES 
GHADOOK, WG <telees thestorte <1 ed ae aE etal ie sete 6 ok, a eet & 
Ghinook from the Westward Came, A....cesecsssesess, &, JONREton 
GhAnD GR sGumrIGE , Aa ss x0 «cess signin toad pag cues phy ee Pr E. Catley 
GOES GAS NEV.C hw Teco siete epic OUR 2 x6 wien ous nie CP A ae ee a - F.E. Steele 
Giz Ls tma Ss, GCCLL NG... afieremeth ielere “bielots + “tees ee see sees C.E.D. Wood 
Christmas Greetings from the Foothills............ A.L. Freebairn 
Gocivwane Tradl . wie... ss cee ens PERE CE OO sues, we wasley 

Cent Che OTT sac as ores bce ae oe de escent nie ei gh oe ine C. Dick 


Gome: wi thisme ito whe Old. Range... fc ose o> kode od, Nell ee 
Community Pasture... ..ssccees er ere eee ee S.E.M. Warren 


HTIW 


i] ) at 
aketa last, itt 2 iG 
YAT CUA Vil ROMAN 
~~ & ~ i 
TSTUAW clls deGe «sé wwe eure ae 
vilsd#st A Pe os 
y 4 
oe a j etl . ‘ - . . . “4 
. cl : 
" of , — . *“*-F “ **# eo # 
1" alee 
{ fovi ee ionwy 
ITY MO X -« es ae ee 
1 : 
pOMT ETL ai } sus .eekee 
JIM be 0 6 0.84.4 6 set © . 
mT redaqss Ts ~ « a cee 
j : ; 
ab irw WeW tbeaenesés . 
4 '* 
rt 
5 ss * °*-¢ * * . 
= + . - ‘ 
ae 
ee 5 * 
= as 
7 ae &. a A * 
tJ “ 
* ** see 
s 
: - ; t ™~™ 
- 4 ha | ore @ *-A 
i 
ous 7i ; 
- 4 . *e © 
; e bee Sees 
4S eye ere wee ee ee 
f ws ¢ coape 
| t . . . o* . 
i y ¥ 
lot we . . “ae 5 
rj DB 
A409V EG 2 e s@e@ ee ves e 
2 A 
—, he ee | ° ee tee 
f 
o£ TE * 
: * « + 
‘ ~ > #8 ¢tweeweee . * * 
‘ 
‘ =f *s . . >? @ on . 
nS dp | . *_r * . * . ere 
= ¥ ‘ . **-e sve ee 
( 
‘ ' f) 
oy Pieth #2 eo eee ® +. ". 
- : ° 
tee ors , 4 es) . . eee **-. 
i 
its 4) as ee 7 
' - 
om Ad : ** “esvee ene * 
, - ot : 
BDOIRGNGL.. oF iin. g65's so ubew 0 F008 
4 f 
vs Lo B. oo *ee ee ee ee eer es 
: _ ‘ ’ 
alesda2 . iW “eee o* «es 


=) 


. booW a. a, SRS <0 eee ae a 
macs ing dA 


teenies! 
Cv 
'* ee 


$e 
x ** 
‘- . 

° * 
. e-* 
’ « 


*. 
“eve 
- 
* 
“«* 
esate 
‘ 
“* ® 
“* 
a+ 
. 
. * 
eee 
see 
a 


“eee ee eee 


ani 
4 


a 
bs 


} : a nh t 


t 


2auitI TeALy 8 eaaTr ‘ a 
‘ATSSATA WAAHTUCE Shae hy 
Dy ¢ 
tid 
8 own * “en eee clas antag? ze 
oF * se va Ob Geek b> owe eee 
Pre ee ottawa) aa abdth 


pra Silga fiwT 53> 


to wed" sd9 of tewenk @ ‘naadA . 
. cae w «lv < wou 5 yodwod « oA 
wv aseees O840008 OA nb pe f 
*henrae tre tee eee ee ey emWO be 

are @ee5nreeree oh ae .MO2T 8 


.onf ,3eH s3te 
vows ee 'wod 
9 eer ane reset heel 
+ -odT says) s93aV 


“*# eRe 


“ee Pee bee 


ee ee messed beya-3 of 
eer tr -redeud odonoxd 
Seer te 8 ,192eud 0 >nOrE 
Sa i ble in ae 5 br Sued sa 
; qu a cal 
rete ree nentearer eee cee oe eee 
eee ‘paves ead ¢otoud ane ene 
b Lea ors io qsid i ag Li 
..."te9W ada” to fisoup” rere 
loaver eae s » Ob@tgamae” crag 


- iT . sbeqmaz — 
ont  sbsqmndé yrs 
.edT .iterT eft 


si éwtu' Paes » sl — 


Pe ee 
CLS pda a qe 
-9fT ,3u0 sn0d 2 alm i que 


eee we las 


eee eee BOA) 5 
vb BAR: cotsisy? sa. 20. 


sees os ae disele ee wine 


"eer eevee 
“ 


»eeen 


ee 


ee 
red. Doe 


eevee error eres tene iv ne 


.sm2d bxawasW 203 mort 
eb see a eS, ach Res 


Fee eee een ww nee 


98 


eB Me ee “ ‘ aaie ie are C.E, Denny 
Could. | Forget. ..c.cuce a Wik ee Pee: oer aad, ee, te 
ORD ME aha. cxf es ccc Soe ae i cave Gave. LEWLE 
MALO G Coe bin Wale Fi k's cols nds . ¥exek Gs Lee 
Cowboy's Creed, The... * °°. °°: en PRC Gan Pei vee .. F. James 
Urbotessuvnmn. ING. ..cect etl alin? elie im terials ies . L. Wrigglesworth 
eG EE PE ee + ti. a LVELE 
Creamery ‘mie Black Diamond nadeg? 1912. “the. - R.B. Spackman 
Oe sd he iss - a wide ners eae nd meralaigia saa Anonymous 
LTTE aa ot Raa ewe eS 5s ere es ere Fe a ge ei Hermit 

IW as oy cae cis's Lek ee cc re ee ai wighetaiei6 a)uEe a's 0 A. Peake 

Down on the Ranch......... Cb Ones Sava y Cheese on a a0 wee eS 
aM ghee <u eee Cee Cee Oe ens ye ey re J. Furgusson 
De i Re idee dad wan c «oH eee OW Ak ca eee cee .. F. James 

Fs SCTE Stitt 9 Ta a Se re are Wa Pees a ES 
MEG ree 1% nis ah 6 w'P as 0 vba eer ece eee on dear tote i Raluoreen 


Drowsily list'nin' I rode round the herd.......... 


ELbow,Kid, .The.... 


NE Ese Mae atille ea Wk, Gn. u's Baw ne OE cack oe 
TN ee el ga a S'S Gaia ck ae AE ¢ ave de aia ae oe 
Exult ye Proud Macleoders! ......... aie ack RY oer ae 
Perewe Les OMe PLONCCE Be oa ss cies «4 0 6 or ee 5 
Fiddle-Footed Cowboy, The........ ro Ais Ar ee 
EMI CMG 6 vain p bia &. ow oe Se 88 y 0d «we we ater as . 
a ES CRE San a aD . 
PeeCI VEL MA ROOK, (Ades sed sio06 ose CALA wee a elem = ihe ee 
eee UME EY. LNG odie sn bao a oe Pee rie eee ee 
TRO EEE EY AEG ea Core sareccreseerce 
A NIE oi o's a a's 0 0 oe Ss masrairace ee So PRE ER ar 
OEE [DEN LE S77 a RR aR am i ee aN . 
NE AEC Gigs i nse 68 8 Sone een Bae mers eat ine 
EOL LS Cee uty ah 06.6 oa 40h oe eS Ee ees a 
ee NREL EME INU araia ds 5.9 6 8 ba aN Ok CE OOK OS See's Oa aS 
Have You Smelt the Smoke of Camp-Fires? .......... 
Bie RVer PLOUCEES .sagccsacee Sale aera Miata ea earn 6.8 4 67 
Sere EES oo se au os 00s ecit a aereen «8 Sc ath ite. 438 
1 Pe See een SEI ee eee -« 
Home is Where the Heart Is........... Bega ar Bier ave Saas 
i) Pe a i ee ee ee ° es ae 
Hoot Owl Trail, i Pee Raat i Wie ea OM PUNE ees tas Be wie 
Seema Gre GN DET. LINE. wissen pies eae de 6 8 a 


Hymn Written in the Canadian West, A.........-eeee 


SRST CU NG ss ao aw 600 4 64k de 
Gerty and Golf...... 
Girl I took to the Dance, The... 


I. Valency-Crawford 


E.A. Lucas 
A. Peake 
Hermit 
Anonymous 


Cale 

R. Bagley 

E. Catley 
Olmstead 

Cc. Dick 

E.P. Johnston 
"A Pioneer" 


Peake 

Sivell 
+ eo 

. Peake 
Sivell 
. Savage 
«, DiCK 

. Pender 
A. Peake 

R. Bagley 

R. Sivell 

R. Bagley 

R. Bagley 

S.V. Lewis 

A.L. Freebairn 
F.R. Batchelder 
L.A. Douglass 


TS bros 
xe34 
vyaigséd 
ifovie 
yoigsd 
co laed 


orerewe » * “ee? @* * 
o@eaeveeaenaee ** 
: . . - 
. * , ss **F . 
a - 
» = 
\ aed she F 
. 
osevee . 
- «* 
ie **. 
*eperpeeee . 
eee ee . e 
se. eee ew 4s b+ P 
. eee * . 
~. » D379 2 
— 
a - e i ° 
eeunevreeeeecud eve 
. a 
~— 
- « - 
* * 
. e-*. 
> 
ooaaee . 
enter peenteeaewut 
‘e+ w* 
esenee 
see 
. 
oeweveeneeee 
‘ eee ere nes - 
° e#eeeoweveoebeeuee 
, oeeeeann 
. “ese ene YeogTr 
* * *- &€ 6 "ef ° 
se ¢s eeee . eae 
*,v + © *e * *’- ee 8 
* “ee ee eeeweweede@ 
a ey aeepeeeewaeene 
*ee . «pw eet eevee 
i 
- ee 


“eee eee werner nr eee © © 2! 


wae seees fanaa sit no a9 


“eee ¢ ee « 


- 
ot 
‘ 
*ee-e 
7 ** 


*“**-* 


**e 


"eur ree cadens. O0T | Serr 
>was og ER at xe 
:22ah natbaaad: 


* 


* 


” 


ee ec 


Ai rece 


a ely Gnas eee 9 {uo9 


cides vaymallt: _ eure i aie 


oveneer sadpe dg eae al Pee 


Rares met 


409 to stoma sits Silom vol F 
ee ‘ 
oe ener oft ibs 


fetes nine veneenas 


~21 a7898 ont 


ans tegrot T bb 


. 
- 

* 
. 


Lee eek once vee CON 
aT ‘board a yoddeS 


éyb bathe se een Gg nkd a 
abe qeokbaratt’ Ys 290. 
+63 <2 te ee 


~ 
“t 


ee 


pitybew denn mete 


wee Tere... 19 m ee 


cee eec cess OMT Wie 


hepa lin pe 
odaviastas rs sniks 
: Sygnns encaee ae «aol 
etebosloaM byord “' ‘tural 
- ca 7? i 
wee @%99n08T AO” £06 kd 
oft ‘voduied s900%. EES 
Lessa esas Lietwome: erty 
pis er add ges boc 
vseneeKk ,Soontdy ito 
ont .vIsnved fe 
edb exnoY 
i ps idecgia ely pee I: 
+e eed ewe sen SORE “em 
veveees «Meet q 
>a 9.8 oer Pre et 


* 


“7 
+) 


1915, Gone are the Days 
Great Round-up, The. 
Grub Line Rider... 


orere of o ef 6 ef oF 6) 0) 6 & 6) & ef of of e' of a @ 6 6 6 of 


TAWONGMIES Bas FOO ereredvcerwne 
If I ever wrote a history.. 


TeiisWHBEE Berse.. Ads. 2... PL GS ey 
Irish-Canadian Cowboy, The...... Hedpecedaue 


Joe Warrior.... 
Johnny Behind the Duce........ 
Just Take a Ride... 


ceeeevereevae 


Lament of the Old Cowhand..... 
PPP COME MNORSS LUG oo ndcand doe aswdewe odawde 
Reet Witeht (hiDreane Parl Na. oc ccewsccees 
Last of Winter, The... 
Teed ERGING 6 oc coorvoences 
Last Venture -- 1937, The.... eae ele aalee 
Let's Leave it to the Bartender............. 
Limericks for Edwards Prince's Visit........ 
Lines on the Death of N. Sheran............. 
BSPeCiSl OG COHEECOYOLSS co bees ore e vewwele ed oweete 
Little 
Little «Joes... rrr ore te 
Little Lake in the Wildeaas! LILES op on ov reneretike 
EGHGLYy. 2H... ose 
PO pEBOIOL CY a tie a's + s.0 
Long-delayed Chinook, That........ 


coe ep ereoee eer ese eee 
evoeecresecevere 


ecesveeee ee ese eeceee 
eee 
escvage eee ee 
eeoeeeevneveeneeeereere ee eee eee 
eecevceseveeee 
ee 


eereenver 


MOGCEGOn. BOTT Ase. te ORe wees 
Memory Rides a Quiet Horse.... 
PEGCGROE THO hes Roa cucesudcdsconsmeanrewrnen ae 
Morning in the West...... SOR es Bd. SEG 
Motherless Calf, The...... 
Mountain Rose, A... 
My Wild Prairie Rose..... 


Nature 5s (Prayer... Jos cows 
Rigi eherd A. OF. 8. LIP R oo ows 
NOPEP WESDOLS + oo oo 
North-West -- Canada, 


@eeoevoeveseer ee ee eee eee 
evoeee 


RG fat bare 


eres ere ee eevee 


O Lord, I'v 
Ode to the Chinook Wind..... 
Ode to the Chinook Winds... 
Old Cow Camp, The... 
Old Cowman's Appeal, The.... 
Old Cowpoke, The....... 
Old Cowpuncher's Lament......... 


ereorveveree 


erceeoeveeeeer ee eee 


Breeze in the Summer Night............ 


@eoeseevere ee ere ee eee eee 


eeevoervr eee ee ees ee eee ee 


. e 
e oe e 
. ee e 
° ee ° 


e never lived where churches grow...... 


99 


A. Peake 
Anonymous 
A. Peake 


. R. Bagley 


W.J. Wilde 
Dick Imes 
B. Lee 


A.L. Freebairn 
A.L. Freebairn 


. F. James 


Anonymous 
Anonymous 
R. Bagley 


. M. O'Neill 


C. Dick 

C. Dick 
A.L. Freebairn 
A. Peake 
J.G.F. 

R. Sivell 
E. Catley 
R. Sivell 
L.R. Asher 
e Dick 

A. Peake 
C.. Diek 


A. Peake 

R. Bagley 

G.. Dick 

A.J. Stringer 
R. Sivell 

R. Bagley 

R. Bagley 


R. Sivell 
Tanis 

L.G. Gardiner 
M. O'Neill 


G. Chark 

E. Gardner-Smith 
Anonymous 

L. Wrigglesworth 
GB. Clarity in. 
J.R. Gordon 

G.. Dick 


ee : 
* to) Cer tr Tt * eo ccceecteee @YSM S09 S38 SRO .C: 
UORMWHORA y . aS Oe A aha hha oi oa << 99 out .qu*bnwox 38 
eer: ‘ Pes rrr oe oc eey ROI oa a0: 
: .* 
oa o£ ° ‘ clei aaa 
~ abrie : vines aweden et TO982a 6 s30TW reve T at 
» 2 wins mba “  valdiaGie oa c'bee a ove lp gre IROL CIEE. 
ae ES eee See _..98T .Yodwod netbongd-Her i 
7 : ne 
nr T isis ; ; bteteeyuvencates ene ng ye oTOR TERM 
wcaeees a, 9904 o02 botdof ¥ L 
ont er ie oes bES e odat sau 
euomvnroa PE Pee rrr. WASTE bobdwad bid si3 to nds 
seve i cted? jeekmort 20” 
| eT pe eecusebommssd I jigit” 
ie hw Oo. dai cbs eae Levee cess et? toon EW 6" 
oe 6 are ee 8 ee ed 6 aes See: obi 
Poe 5 ates ae wwessvewebeSe » soeE ‘== gwamel 
n f . ee sohaasane gd2 03 31, ovaal a's 
| “opber¥ ea eonks4 abrawbit 102 ato. romk J 
is .....«ntenede .4 te 3 sed ofa pie: ‘ 
: - ps a ae cece ene ee@Otoqod sil? 62 mez 
; yess vestige romme8 949 ak oxsetd 9. Bak 
iad * ; a aaa 
9 iT -bodwbhliw edt at slat st 
‘een an 7 eT eee ek 
BP ne wsica eee » «4.0 vm be loplelanieae’S sk sce rs 
OSE ize bb Vale eee ees S50? Soomkdy bayeteb gm. 
\ ‘tana 
: fy Cotta Aeon woe oe e + kaw pe eats Oe bh Ob be kee 0397 
1 ee Liye esses eeQ@0H SolGO @ e6bhH Cron 
ona? J Tinecee ren arn see (iteeeses ewer es MT ome 
ae MATE Sere te A rss becstens SOW 989 aE git os 
fIavt® soi. ss ses Fes LieceeveeensresQH? , 2880 sanlean 
iiged 5 ede ds eer re ‘nbkeda 
| ae A Sa Cobeeeee sees eae  OBOA sists 4, bILW a 
ng 
Lisvid (A ss. me = 
Lil vetoes - aae s+ ladies 08 pena ne lob aae aes 
39” TaD .d.0 wah 63.0% 416 PO er rt 
fren'O .M i, ‘nether sts — nn 
itrofO .D .,....worg eedotudo stot tet pri 
, AIgMe OAL TGD. os. secs eve seins case's 0 cee a 


GUORTYRONA . sas 


509 Ht 


Mas aguastaeeay An eee 
pee ees 


i oe as * 


er At 


i ‘ ) f 
eet ere see selea een anal Pm 
" 


Sees near rene es aalen eas. 
oe 


«eee 


ss Me 


Old 
Old 
Old 
Old 
Old 
Old 
Old 
Old 
Old-Timer, The.... 


Timer, The... 
AMerS, ING. cc. 
PRL we TGs « 


On the Prairie.. 


se 


mbe HOmaS Ail... . «««« 
Year and the New, The. 


Our Greatness Foretold... 


OUPEEASL RLOG. oc + « 


Out Where the West Begins.......... 


Cee. NG «wc on as 
PE EAW se TG ces So ae 5 


Passing.. 


pegeetecGr CRE PLIONEETS, LNG wscaucasacsecevnuseu ee 


1 a ee 


Prairie Moonlight... 


Prairie Trails,The... 
Prairie Woman, The ...... 
PREC IES. ONE. so cae 


Queen of My Memories.. 


Baperogu GCOLral. Tne. . 2. << 
Ranecuer G Deteuter, iG. .c. cesses 


Ranching Song, A... 


On the Death of a Comrade... 
On the Old Strawberry Roan... 


eee ese 


BEaEeeie DTCamnS oso sten. 6 5 


e@eeeeseeveveee ee eees 


eeeeeeveee ee ee 


eesveeev eevee 


Jim, Cowboy, is Paid Tribute by an 
Range Men of the Prairies, 
time Cowboy, The...... 


eeereeeree scene 


eoeeeeevreer 


eoereeeeseeeee 


eeseeeeeoeer eee 


Only a Little Crocus.... 


. e e e ee ee e e 
e eeee ° ee e@eee ee 
eeorvree@eeeerevees see eae 


eeeeeeeee eee ee 


evoe@eeeeevoseve eee esevseeseeeeeeeor 


eeereeee eee 


@eeeeereeseseseaes 


Oldtimer... 


eoreeee . 

° e . 
eee ee ever ee 
seeeeeeoeenee 
eees eeoeene 


eoeseesee ee 
@eeeeveeeeeoees 


eersree eee ese 


eeenteese eee 


eeerereovoees eee 


ereerere ee ee 


eeeeveeve eee 


Ranchman's View of the Historical Quarrel 


Between Og and Sihon, A 


Range Call, The.... 


Bagee Men S Uenmer. INE. ae coc ca ues case 
Range Ridin' Cowboy, A...... 
Rat Tailed Roan, The. 
Retlections: of a Cowboy. .c.sceecs 


Reminiscences....... 


Remittance Man..... 


Remittance Man, The......... 
Remittance Man's Letter, The........ 
Recired MANUCHCE. Clo mcde) @ Lis visa esc sp 


Retrospection., 
Reverie... 
Ride 'Im Cowboy. 


eorcecre 


Rider's Paradisé, Tlie. /.- 


RueeiGe. Lhe. ..s ce: 


eeocnereveee ee 


eoreeeore ew ees ee 


coervee 


CE Oe 2 SSeS Ee Se Be 


ersceorvreeoev eee eo 


eoreveeveoe ee eo 


ercervreerzr ence 


eoeree esvereee 
e ee . . ee 
cseeeee e ee 
eerveee e eee 
eevee . . ee 


ereeseeeveeeer eae ee @ 


oeererer ees eer ee 


eile 
-.-.G. Jameson 
. Anonymous 


eereepeev ese 


eereene 


100 


Bathhurst 


A.L. Freebairn 
A.L. Freebairn 
A.L. Freebairn 
R. Bagley 

F.E. Steele 
J.D. Hamilton 
A.V.K. 

A. Peake 

M. O'Neill 

E. Gardner-Smith 
Anonymous 

R. Sivell 

A. Chapman 

RG MN 24 FT 5 
R. Sivell 


Anonymous 
Jas. 
Hermit 

W. 

W. Eggleston 
B. Hoffmann 
W.D. Nesbitt 
M. Dingwall 


Ceavick 


. Anonymous 


ib. onus COM 
W.W.M. Parker 


Hermit 

Rk. Sivell 
W.J. Wilde 
Dick Imes 
R. Bagley 
Ce eDick 
L.R. Asher 
C.F. Steele 
C. Selwyn 
A. Peake 


s Jk. Gordon 


R. Bagley 

W.J. Wilde 
A.L. Freebairn 
R. Sivell 

A.L. Freebairn 


— ' ' ny 
ad 7 
, it 
Vite 
OW)! : 
ie1U LjblO os ya student. bred et Odo 4 
ao Perey Tit iy tet dkoa ....28¢2isyt eft to tM oan AC 
; Plame vecnuceracceendaces SH .¥O0@00 (0 0 
oytedsary ..A wna snes ‘ Lac real BIO 
ti i" otitis ale ataicls ee pares e 
tisdso7t ; uehae te ET alierT b | 
Law wet ome a aoe ° eee aust 910i saidtwl 
. 7 ...98T . we of3 bas tas¥ bio 
0p See ves dos ce ee ee Teme? “bi 
: : cee ewe ee SOBER BS to daasd end 
a aeue se) vrrodwera2 bio aia’ 20 
ffi ore ee et sno ty olden gs aOR TRONS od: - 
dy Sa rad env pod eas “bin Goalie <-v o ua brig na elias yl 
ROUA, .4<iesty eens  eeeeaees ssDig¢eu09 sesndes7) sm 
| Lineeeenere nee eree tees pe eSRhe Sea nis 
1 , se ueceaeueees ss @hbQad Jae ofa otedW 
‘¥ t ++ ore haere a cvcnubee tae ewe: 
Pepe LAS eeeia 
— 
MIVA OE i ds es aa ee yea nwa yaes ecwwy Sanat 
ie Mitte; |.  aapsnokt odd to goleas ass 
: —< ° 7 A Ean e eee eres ane ee 's ¥8 Lot 
, Sa one rene cees BmgoIG. ok 
las ate dhe vie ewan - siuient jagiiovoM 92 
Baw Road caluws't Sveuintes 4 . ee os sQhT whkast! ot: 
We oh sighs Oi > aes ; conawene Mie 42am, £ 
L [ .M coh 644 80 8 ye bik . cosesengveanes shh ate 
EoD pers ee bb nena ict ewng asst egies sehvomeM 7a 
r | 
LomraogA ; ee ane Te). toe ee oe _iea209 tt 
osentol wT .3<s vcpamne weeuldens hos ae zaddguad @ inca 
rst . MW <P on yc de eub kg e .gnc® an tds 
{serau0 (notxodekH oft 2 vol¥ 6 é 
ti 2: seein wibieteia ot doe one en bos, 20 a9emaed 
DPIBVER sal tale cls Sauee Cee ave Sex ie + aoe woe re (ffed 
sbliw ,l.W Sees ch own ey + cate be oe einen eucn 
dgml ADid , 4s acld es bin aweds cles ac ssi eee genre eo) 
YOLGSE Ho cso sshd clu ded «300 cee et ae 
HITT §D? sre PORT eee van ee ORMOND ato 4 
yarle Avid «'e @egeentevddn ewe tennant r ewes cat 
iIsaate 3 3 e-« Vere eed ee enna ea ee he shies mae _ 
ovwide .J .. i pvdn dee (any shan see eee ot on va 
Need .A 6. othe ek akin ined Rm ax 2. atm yn 
nobsed 8.0 ws ole ay gh vty WE : (arabs nee 
Yolzna on teens Gos etait 
; Sbire: .L.W or es Me tcthesol 
x < aay" oe. A " te 


7 7 Lieve 


Tit 


*, s 
eas: 
A. ue 
oy * 
‘ =e Paty 


1 


j 


Rose,” ball’) ~The: ..< 3% 
ouier in. “PNG. vss ak xie eos c's 
Round-up Song, The......... 
Rube on the Platform..... 


ceeeee 
eeneeeoovpeeeeeoeeeeweeseeeseeseesne 
eoeeee eevee 
eeseees oes 


coeereeseevneseeseeeveeeveeeen 


Saddle Bum, The.... 
Settlement, The..... 


Shades of night were falling fast, The............ 
Bore eOT LONAGOMENeSS 7 VA... 5s sien 'a au «cee 6 aaewaen's« 
Song of the Benton Trail..... Ie nae nue ale sierdl oe vd asta 
SO sad, so i ee a isis Giiwiv'g ek ey Win aa eee Ue OMe iee 6 
Ree MOV Ate tires ete wis 6 ae ome eo ace ale Gir Ge ee ae 
SPRL LNG RVG die tye eigiets © «od ajc 'e Win'h side’ e Pare Kes wae 
Bereat ES CRIN Ch Mate ain, Sine Saitek © re rr ee ee ie oie eowtete, @ 
meee OU Che Ranches icc. vine s oo ate Serer ee ee oe 
Springtime'’s Return. ...... Nie S ys kuie aie NO RTRIAIC ES WKS 
SUE SIIPOOUGS 4455.0 «a0 Gs WtOeteis Glee Ges aie eins wu Onde Rete Skies 


Stampede, The..... 


Sunrise in the Rockies..... 


eevee eeeee ese eesere 


o 6 €.14 8 @€ Se 6: 8 2 Ft 2 8 OC OSB © 


Talking Burn, The..... 
aE CGr OVE Gy ca cc ins cee es es ses 
To an Old Branding Iron.. 
CPUC LANG oot vice vein ac 5de.s 
To Our Ranching Friends........ 
To the Youngest Cowhand.... 
Re PONCE (ony < © slseee)sa kis situs caves 6 eles 
peur Le, fOr the: Range COOK ss '.:0 0's ojoniu esa 69 6 bRis to's 2 
PIE LOOSE ca a uit cc vs 50 ¥ 9 a Saw we oe ws 8 es 
"Twas Thus Alberta Grew.. 
pS ee ee ee ee ee 
Two Bit Cayuse, The.. 


eeeeoeveee eee @ 
cseeeeeeeveeeseoe eevee eee ee eee 


eseeerveeve 


eseeoevoeeveoereeeeeesree eee eee & 


eeceoovsee eee? ee ee eevee tee @ 


Valley Among the Hills, The......ccsccesscesesesss 
Valley of Broken Dreams, The.....ccccceesecerssece 
Valley up the Highwood, The.......csccccrece 
Voices from the Range.... 


esceceeveveveveerevs ee eevestFeevee eee 


Walrond Range, The....... 
WeSC Wit cele oo 6 a.bev's és 
West or Chinook Wind, The. .sccoscvaccscevueneeissees 
When Britain Goes €0 War... ccccscseesns 
When Stockmen Congregate..... 
Where Did the West Begin? ...ccccccecs 
Mieres COuer Td Bil. os ow cine a's Clea 
Why I Love the West... 
Willow Creek..... 
WiMGY BLL). 66 ccm owe ce ene ote ae win cleicie malas me se pa es 
Winter's Clutch is on the Land......... 


eeesvveeev eevee ee eer eevee 


se@oeoneoeoeeev ere 


eeceoeveeovreev eevee ee eee 


ev eee 


Sen) 6 € 6 6 € 6B ee € 6 GE SE eG we OB Kee € eeee See 


101 


x eR. alk 
J.W. Hugill 
W.J. Wilde 
W.J. Wilde 
Anonymous 


we Avie oe neebairn 
. A. Peake 


Cl Militar 

W. MacDonald 
C.F. Steele 
Hermit 

Hermit 

Hermit 

Hermit 

M. O'Neill 
S.E.M. Warren 
A. Peake 

C. Selwyn 

E. Gardner-Smith 


- G.J.W. 


R. Bagley 
Col. Mullin 
E. Catley 

A. Chapman 
S.E.M. Warren 
C. Dick 

E.A. Brininstool 
R. Sivell 

R. Bagley 

C. Dick 
Anonymous 


A.L. Freebairn 
R. Bagley 

L.A. Douglass 
R. Sivell 


A.L. Freebairn 
GC, Dick 

J.D. Higinbotham 
Anonymous 

F. James 

W.J. Wilde 

L. Wrigglesworth 
J.D. Higinbotham 
M. O'Neill 

A.L. Freebairn 
R. Bagley 


y 
i! L 
| > ; 
sbiic} 
/, 
7 
i 
i 
‘7 
4 
a aoe 
5. 
7 . 
PR ES ’ 
5 - 
tn iDy 
17 
e ¥ 
( 
7, 
i 
= 
ee id i 
4 b 
é 7 
‘ 4 
: ow 
| 
{ a, | 
‘ i a 
‘ “ 
a q hf 
uOMYAOTTA 
~~ | A 
mr+TrTLHba9gg1 i 
~— ; 
valgnd oF 
7 
2BiRv g » fae it 
4 - “ur 
Layvird bs | 


axzteds43i .J.A 


mefszodrigkh .0.t 


apooynonA 
eomel . 


Bos 


o4@e0e8 68 *@ 


s**t ee os *¢e ed ca ela ce 
See ee er qu- ba 
Be eeefevovee a eda nO 3 
: iS cee os at aan 


Cae Pte | pid 
A ate ewe eee ListT noinsa edt to 3 


Tagen "ewe Pewee evunvesteeanenenss <npReOe Bat £10 


ea ges aaa boaiwT 


P : 
ee | af 
i Seppo 

‘a ee denansnedty esata» haa , i 


a a .ofT , or 


a . ee eee eee ot Inge 13392 
si? , 7282 watiiat sew If fain to eobsde 
sschad Sslea'e ee eae Ie -gesasmoeanol to gno8 


. a ees ig vgs nate be sonaog 


eetetvawws "Geico Uno oe oH 3 


=e oo re on oe 


> 


> 
. 
. 
- 
. 
¢ 
. 
. 
. 
> 
- 


. e + ....9d0nBa 643 20 gars 
‘caaane vad ws ad nwIied & ‘omt3gat j 
SEENON EET 
PIE eRe ea Reins 
pueeececscten CBEHSOR Si9 Ht set ras 
: ' ee 
cog ve Alpe ee aa ie 
<a cig bounties eee ae bnead biO ne of 
Jot seagate 
poe ue SDNSITT givt donsaA 30 of 
Cia daeeeccae  DABHWOD Jeggnooy SF 
| ee el oe iadaine san eaeneseen een el 
,so0D egeana sit rot elduo: 


sot eur ee eee seneener 
be 8 


ya 
Tt | 
ia 


= Pewee Me . ti es 70 etvedIA ou Bea 


aie es ne yes vaew ments stus i St 
y * 


eo 
ve Ck aie ey elo oe & aL gf Tra. edd Hee: 
Sy cme e _atipe td nedoxd 20. 5 


+. eel dee os és .. oat _boowrgth si3 BR 


AMAT Se ene Jallide'e cose ne «sear 9d, or?) 
nm 5 ag + ; 
npeerecerengaey beak eae <9gnail bag 445 
\, bu whe shale icles eee ; saad 
«98? ,boiW wns ; 
dea treedgs tne toW o4 2909 ated] | 
veer 99 R97RNOD | on 
“ea % aiarbeol ie 
a, Oe nt 
piesse diay kee were Gee .t20W yee 
seeapeee ios BS De 
Ra iciase oa 
)  iegaatia 


* 
* 
. 
. 

. 
» 

. 
* 


* 
. 
. 
* 
‘* 
. 
. 
@ ‘- 
« 


= 


102 


IUINTEIS Sait ce ekeeta chs CRANE ear Pac fee PR re Par ee ere Hermit 
es le LUOURIEE a. \ ¢dein da winiee cu-eg 9 6/e ae git canes! alte ABOOT 


wWesterday,....' 


etek cides ws kramer ee 
WOUeands be... 


S € 6 @¢.O'9.6.9 € 8 8 G10 C8 26. 8 O82 Se eB CD 2 BAe 6.3 OS Ge Dick 


// 


SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA LIBRARY 


REQUEST FOR DUPLICATION 


I wish a photocopy of the- thesis by 


= A.} L pen cd te os  (eerbhor) 
entitled. Aba aa.) AY aa ae | Ls Wa k ety PORES 2 Se A/ ht 


The copy is for the sole purpose of private scholarly or scientific study 
and research. I will not reproduce, sell or distribute the copy I request, 
and I will not copy any substantial part of it in my own work without per- 
mission of the copyright owner. I understand that the Library performs 
the service of copying at my request, and I assume all copyright responsi-~ 
bility for the item requested. 


F. 236 September 1975 


